
Altar Servers Needed 
 Our parish is in great need of more altar 

servers.  Talk to your children about this very 
important ministry.  The children have to 
have made their First Holy Communion and be in at least 
the third grade.  For more information or to become an 
altar server, call Carolyn Gregones at 734-765-3298. 

Book Discussion Group 
 We will be meeting  at 7 p.m. in the Fr. Nie-

carz Hall on Thursday, September 9, to dis-
cuss A Man Called Ove by Fredrik Backman. 
Please join us for a very interesting evening!  

Ushers’ Club Spaghetti Dinner 
The Ss. Simon and Jude Ushers’ Club 

is hosting a spaghetti dinner 
Saturday, September 25, from 4:30—
7 p.m. in the Fr. Nieckarz  Hall. Dinner 
includes—spaghetti, meat sauce, 
bread, salad, dessert, and beverage. 
Everyone is welcome!   

Ss. Simon and Jude  Church 

32500 Palmer Road   Westland, MI 48186-4773 

catholic 

Parish Mission Statement - We, the community of Ss. Simon and Jude, a family in communion with Jesus Christ, continuously strive to achieve a 
unified and active parish through our commitments to compassion, continuous growth and community outreach. We pledge to achieve our mis-
sion by establishing open relationships of trust in each other in order to selflessly serve our diverse membership.  

September 5, 2021 
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Road Rally - Fun for All! 
What are you doing Saturday, 

September 18th?  We are host-
ing a Road Rally (maximum 
teams of 4 @ $20 per vehicle).  
Come join the Ushers’ Club for 
a fun-filled evening; check-in 
begins at 6:15 p.m.  No, not a scavenger hunt, not a 
treasure hunt - just follow direction by solving games and 
puzzles.  Save the date - tell your friends and spread the 
word.  Pre-reservations are required, just call Norm at 
(734) 748-3848 or Bob at (734) 728-1247.  

Dear Parishioners 
We are happy to announce that  generous donors have 

donated 3/4 of the amount needed for a brand new set 
of parish hymnals, choral hymnals, and keyboard 
books!!  Our current hymnal set is 25 years old.  The new 
set is GIA Gather Comprehensive series 4, 2021.  The 
new set will reflect all of the musical changes that have 
taken place within the Catholic Church over the past 25 
years.   

If the Spirit leads you please feel free to send in a check 
or money to the parish office with a note, "new parish 
hymnal project".  There will also be a donation basket in 
the gathering space to donate as well.  We have faith 
that we can raise the remaining amount and get the sec-
ond half of the order placed soon.   

-Justin Hammis, Music Director  
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Please contact the parish office if there is someone that no 
longer needs to be on our prayer/sick list.  Thank you. 

Therese Brogowski 
Julie Bjerk 
Barb Phillips 
Jay Richards 
Quincy Frank 
Donna Hiollis 
Lori Mercier 
Rich Nicholson 
Ron Wrobbel 
Erin Maddix 
Delores Hart 
David Boguslawski 
Bob Savage 
Ida Pardee 
 

Robert Bur 
Taylor Day 
Irene Wurster 
Jo Hamm 
Ron Hays 
Camille Heraghty 
Andy Scheik 
Stacy Peabody 
Mustafa Harasili 
William Haun 
Ezra Mack 
Roberta Tindell 
Greg Goscicki 
Henry Johnson 
Becky Martindale 
Rachel Palecki 
Michael Mann 
Dorthea Hunsinger 
Joseph Smith 
Kevin Pardee 

Don Iminski 
Rachel Lear 
Lillian Lombardi 
Sienna  Lombardi 
William Erickson 
Gavin Ramirez 
Rudy Sedlarik 
Jesse Melendez 
Mary Painter 
Brenda Painter 
Carol Mikaelin 
Laura Nowak 
Bill Ziemba 
Journey Rehnlund 
James Peltier 
Eugenia Ozga 
Bob Quesada 
Joe Kocsis 
Russ Nowaczck 
David Ted 
Boguslawski 

Joseph Randazzo  
Don Sabourin 
Manuel Sanchez 
Scott Sedlarik  
Chris Trembley 
Patrick Suchy 
Mary Burczycki    
Cohen Frank 
Rose Pieknik 
Doug Vega   
Mike Brookes 
Gerard Painter 
Helena Walczowski 
Paula Rehnlund 
Stan Armstrong 
Cyndi Lombardi 
Rena Laverty 
Warren Serkin 
Mary Morgan 
 

September 5, 2021 
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

From the time we are born into this world until we die, 
our human radar picks up signals about how to respond 
to life. What we picked up on when we were very young 
carries an even greater power. The messages we receive 
and process tell us what we are “supposed” to do with 
our feelings, how to understand and cope with disap-
pointment, anxiety, failure, 
death, illness, and what to ex-
pect out of life. As life unfolds 
for us, these radar messages 
kick in and resonate in us at 
very deep levels. Sometimes 
what we have learned is help-
ful and sometimes it is not. The stories we have been 
told, especially when we are young, about how life is 
best lived and how to negotiate its pain carry a heavy 
weight. 

Life can be challenging and frightening. Sometimes, it 
really hurts to be a human being. It also can be quite un-
predictable and, at times, unfair. We face our vulnerabil-
ity and brokenness of all kinds: physical, emotional, and 
spiritual. It doesn’t take much for life to quickly fall apart. 
What we knew to be familiar and true is gone and some-
thing we relied upon, physically, emotionally, or spiritu-
ally, can be taken away. It is hard to confront our limita-
tions and sit with our incompleteness. Often, life hurts us 
so much that we find ourselves sitting in a pool of sad-
ness, not sure what we are supposed to do. It is particu-
larly hard when the signals we have inherited tell us that 
we need to be successful in what we do, and we have to 
avoid life’s unfairness. We can feel like a failure, wonder-
ing what precisely we did to deserve this fate, or rumi-
nate about what we did not do correctly. But it’s really 
not about us. We are part of a bigger picture and a much 
more fascinating story! 

If we cease doing battle with life’s incompleteness and 
see ourselves, as God does, on a journey toward whole-
ness and completeness we can better accept our disap-
pointments and stand firm. The prophets told us, and 
Jesus reassured us: Be strong! Fear not! Sometimes we 
have to update our stories and replace them with newer, 
more accurate ones. When we make God’s story our own 
and tune our radar into His voice, what we hear is all 
about restoration, healing, and rejuvenation! This is true 
even when we think we have hit rock bottom and can go 
no further. There is always hope. Remember the words 
of Julian of Norwich: God made us, God loves us, and 
God keeps us. Now, listen to God when He says, “be 
opened!” Be healed and allow your stories to change. 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  
Choosing Deafness 

If you’re a parent, you know that hearing evaluations 
are usually done at a child’s annual physical exam start-
ing around age four. The little person gets hoisted up 
onto the exam table, fitted with a pair of special head-
phones, and then they need raise their hand when they 
hear a sound. 

I bet all of us parents who have sat through one of 
these tests with a preschooler — especially a particularly 
strong-willed one — have experienced a moment where 
we ask ourselves: I wonder if there’s something wrong 
with her hearing. Is that why she doesn’t listen to me? 
‘Come here, put on your shoes, pick up your toys, finish 
your carrots, don’t touch that’ — she isn’t being naughty, 
she just can’t hear it! 

And then that moment, for those of us whose kids 
passed the hearing test with flying colors, comes crashing 
down into a realization that, yep, they can hear just find. 
They’re just choosing deafness. 

But how can we really get mad when we remember 
that we do the same thing to God day in and day out? I 
often wonder if God, sitting in His Heaven, tires of calling 
to us in the same way young parents tire of calling out 
unheeded directions to their small children. Help that 
person. Hear My voice. Open your heart. Give of yourself 
here. Talk to Me. 

What is the call He wishes you to hear today? Can you 
hear it? Are you listening? 
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS  

The Parish Office and St. Vincent de Paul will be 
closed Monday, September 6, for Labor Day. 
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Ongoing Book Sale in the Parish Hall 

PARISH DIRECTORY 
Ss. Simon and Jude Catholic Church 

32500 Palmer Rd. — Westland, MI 48186 
Phone 734-722-1343       Fax 734-326-5466 

    Office Hours:  Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-Noon 
    Parish Office E-mail:  pastor@stssimonandjude.com 
    Website:  www.stssimonandjude.com 
    SVDP Office Hours 9 a.m.-Noon Mon, Tues, Thurs. 
 

Rev. Joseph Plawecki, Administrator 
 

     Kristine Melendez, Secretary................................. 722-1343 
     Maria Rivera, Bookkeeper ....................................  722-6830 
     Justin Hammis, Music Director .............................  326-6683 
     Religious Education Office .................................... 326-6814 
     Margaret Reyez, Middle/High School Rel. Ed.. (C) 301-1941 
     Mary Ann Kocsis, Grade School Rel. Ed. ........ (H) 629-4767 
     Sue Webb, Youth Minister ..................................... 788-9362 
     Judy Nichols, Pastoral Council Chair ............. 586-419-5690 
     Sally Sztrecska, Finance Council Chair ................. 729-3965 
     Norm Swope, Ushers’ Club President ............. (H) 595-8327 
     Sherrin Sedlarik, Mother Cabrini Guild Pres.  .. (H) 721-1365 
     Joe Kocsis, Hall Rentals/Funeral Luncheons ........ 410-9613 
     SVDP Office  ......................................................... 326-7323 
      

     Schedule of Masses:  
     Saturday afternoon ................................................. 4:30 p.m.  
     Sunday morning ................................................... 10:00 a.m. 
       

Baptism 
Parents intending to have their infants and children (ages 0-5) receive 
the Sacrament of Baptism, must first be a registered parishioner. 
There is an additional requirement of attendance of one class of in-
struction the Tuesday evening before the scheduled baptism. Bap-
tisms are during the Mass the third full weekend of the month alternat-
ing each month between Saturday and Sunday Masses.  Please con-
tact the parish office to schedule a baptism.  

Reconciliation 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. or 
by appointment. There is a Reconciliation Liturgy the first Thursday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m., unless there is a holiday conflict. There are 
additional reconciliation services scheduled during Advent and Lent. 

Anointing of the Sick 
This is primarily a sacrament of physical healing and spiritual 
strengthening. The sacrament is administered to those facing serious 
surgery or illness. If you desire this sacrament, please call the Parish 
Office. We offer a communal Anointing  service in the spring and fall. 

Marriage 
Couples desiring to marry should contact Fr. Joe by calling the parish 
office. Arrangements must be made at least nine (9) months prior to 
the wedding. The couple (or one party) must be a registered parish-
ioner. 

This Week in Our Parish 
 

Saturday,  September 4 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Leonard Kempisty, Req. by Merle Kempisty 
 † Millie Sova, Req. by the Sova Family     
5:30 p.m. Confessions 
Sunday, September 5, 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
10 a.m. Mass 
 † Tillie Sosnowski, 20th Anniversary., Req. by Chris  
      Dixon 
 † Thomas Mazurek, Req. by the Adele Mazurek &   
    Family 
    5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 
Monday, September 6, Labor Day 
9 a.m. Mass 
Parish Office and St. Vincent de Paul Closed 
Tuesday, September 7 
9 a.m. Mass 
Wednesday, September 8, The Birth of Mary 
No Mass  
Thursday, September 9, St. Peter Claver 
2 p.m. Mass at American House 
Friday, September 10 
9 a.m. Mass 
    9:30 Cleaning Group 2 
Saturday,  September 11, Patriot Day 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Gilbert Burczycki, Req. by the Burczycki Family 
 † Pat Wilkins, 2nd Anniversary, Req. by Chris Dixon 
5:30 p.m. Confessions 
Sunday, September 12, 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
10 a.m. Mass/Grandparents’ Day 
 † Mateo Gonzales, Req. by Maria Zavala 
 † Enriquita Gonzales, Req. by Maria Zavala 
 † Dolores Salinas, Req. by Maria Zavala 
    5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 

Weekly Offering 
August 22                      Env. = 68 
Weekly……………………..$1,955.00 
FFC ................................. $300.00 
Assumption ..................... $90.00 
Hymnals .......................... $95.00 
Easter ............................ $100.00 
Grounds/Maintenance .... $50.00 
Used Books ........................ $2.00 
Hall Rental ..................... $360.00 
TOTAL……………………..$2,952.00 
 

Readings for the week of September 5, 2021 
Sunday:  Is 35:4-7a/Jas 2:1-5/Mk 7:31-37 
Monday: Col 1:24—2:3/Lk 6:6-11 
Tuesday: Col 2:6-15/Lk 6:12-19 
Wednesday: Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30/Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 or 
1:18-23 
Thursday: Col 3:12-17/Lk 6:27-38 
Friday: 1 Tm 1:1-2, 12-14/Lk 6:39-42 
Saturday: 1 Tm 1:15-17/Lk 6:43-49 
Next Sunday: Is 50:5-9a/Jas 2:14-18/Mk 8:27-35 

     Sanctuary Lamp 
†Millie Sova, req. by the Sova Family 
        (Aug. 29 - Sept. 12) 
†Wanda Kusz, req. by Chris Dixon 
        (Aug. 29 - Sept. 12) 
†Tillie Sosnowski, req. by Chris Dixon 
        (Sept. 5 - Sept. 19) 
†Pat Wilkins, req. by Chris Dixon 
        (Sept. 5 - Sept. 19) 


