
Ushers’ Club Spaghetti Dinner 
The Ss. Simon and Jude Ushers’ Club 

is hosting a spaghetti dinner 
Saturday, September 25, from 4:30—
7 p.m. in the Fr. Nieckarz  Hall. Dinner 
includes—spaghetti, meat sauce, 
bread, salad, dessert, and beverage. 
Everyone is welcome!   

Wednesday, September 29, 6 p.m. 

Religious Education Registration  
& Mandatory Parent Meeting 

Registration and mandatory parent meeting for Reli-
gious Education will be held on Wednesday, September 
29 at 6 p.m. Please use the  hall entrance on the west 
side of the building. 

Classes for first grade through high school are 
Wednesdays from 6 - 7:30 p.m. beginning October 6.  
Classes for kindergarten will begin in January, but would 
like those parents to attend 
the meeting September 29. 

 The cost for class is— 
  $50   1 student 
  $90   2 students 
  $130     3+ students 
 Instructional materials fee per student is $25  .   

Payment is expected at time of registration. 

Ss. Simon and Jude  Church 

32500 Palmer Road   Westland, MI 48186-4773 

catholic 

Parish Mission Statement - We, the community of Ss. Simon and Jude, a family in communion with Jesus Christ, continuously strive to achieve a 
unified and active parish through our commitments to compassion, continuous growth and community outreach. We pledge to achieve our mis-
sion by establishing open relationships of trust in each other in order to selflessly serve our diverse membership.  

2022 Guide Book 

Please Update Your Information 
Do we have YOUR membership record correct? 
NOW is the time to update YOUR     

record for our 2022 Guide Book. 
This book will contain everything             
pertinent to our church: the               
various ministries, organizations, 
committees, activities, functions 
and events plus a complete           
directory of all members.                                       
It is time for us to update our 
database with any changes, 
additions, or deletions that may have occurred in YOUR 
family over the past year. 

 

 Have you changed your phone number?  
 Have you moved?  
 Are you preparing to move soon?  
 

If you have not already informed the parish office 
about changes to your record, please let us know now so 
that the information in the Guide Book is correct.  Call 
Kristine in the parish office at 734-722-1343 no later than 
September 27, 2021.  Thank you for your help! 

September 19, 2021 
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Dear Parishioners 
We are happy to announce that  generous donors have 

donated $1,516.00 of the $1,600.00 needed for a brand 
new set of parish hymnals, choral hymnals, and keyboard 
books!  Our current hymnal set is 25 years old.  The new 
set is GIA Gather Comprehensive series 4, 2021.  The 
new set will reflect all of the musical changes that have 
taken place within the Catholic Church over the past 25 
years.   

If the Spirit leads you please feel free to send in a check 
or money to the parish office with a note, "new parish 
hymnal project".  There will also be a donation basket in 
the gathering space to donate as well.  We have faith 
that we can raise the remaining amount and get the sec-
ond half of the order placed soon.   

-Justin Hammis, Music Director  



SS. SIMON & JUDE PARISH                                                                                                                                                                                   PAGE 2 

Ongoing Book Sale in the Parish Hall 

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS! 
Tell them you saw their ad in our bulletin! 

Please contact the parish office if there is someone that no 
longer needs to be on our prayer/sick list.  Thank you. 

Therese Brogowski 
Julie Bjerk 
Barb Phillips 
Jay Richards 
Quincy Frank 
Donna Hiollis 
Lori Mercier 
Rich Nicholson 
Ron Wrobbel 
Erin Maddix 
Delores Hart 
David Boguslawski 
Bob Savage 
Ida Pardee 

Robert Bur 
Taylor Day 
Irene Wurster 
Jo Hamm 
Ron Hays 
Camille Heraghty 
Andy Scheik 
Stacy Peabody 
Mustafa Harasili 
William Haun 
Ezra Mack 
Roberta Tindell 
Greg Goscicki 
Henry Johnson 
Becky Martindale 
Rachel Palecki 
Michael Mann 
Dorthea Hunsinger 
Joseph Smith 
Kevin Pardee 

Don Iminski 
Rachel Lear 
Lillian Lombardi 
Sienna  Lombardi 
William Erickson 
Gavin Ramirez 
Rudy Sedlarik 
Jesse Melendez 
Mary Painter 
Brenda Painter 
Carol Mikaelin 
Laura Nowak 
Bill Ziemba 
Journey Rehnlund 
James Peltier 
Eugenia Ozga 
Bob Quesada 
Joe Kocsis 
Russ Nowaczck 
 

Don Sabourin 
Manuel Sanchez 
Scott Sedlarik  
Chris Trembley 
Patrick Suchy 
Mary Burczycki    
Cohen Frank 
Rose Pieknik 
Doug Vega   
Mike Brookes 
Gerard Painter 
Helena Walczowski 
Paula Rehnlund 
Stan Armstrong 
Cyndi Lombardi 
Rena Laverty 
Warren Serkin 
Mary Morgan 
David Ted 
Boguslawski 

September 19, 2021 
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

There is something about being first. Whether it be first 
in line, first to be picked for the team, or the first one to 
finish their work, great satisfaction is achieved. Our egos 
love being first. It somehow sets us apart from everyone 
else, gives us a sense of pride and positions us to feel 
better than others. When we are first, we can glory in 
our efforts, skills, and achieve-
ments. Isn’t that what really 
matters? After all, we are taught 
from a very young age to be pro-
ficient, stay on top, be the best 
at what we do, and win the 
praise and esteem of others. This is the stuff that makes 
us successful and provides us with a comfortable, satisfy-
ing life. 

Jesus wants none of it. All of the details we anguish 
over mean little to the kingdom of God. You want to be 
first? Then, be a servant and welcome a child. All of this 
is the opposite of our often vehement pursuits. If we are 
serious about following Jesus and living the Gospel, then 
we must put the needs of others before our own. If we 
continue to listen only to the noise of the world, we are 
going to continue to believe the illusions we inherit. 
Those illusions come in many forms, but all have things in 
common: me before you, being on top and not the bot-
tom, us versus them, personal security over universal 
harmony and peace. When are we going to learn that 
always striving to be the best and first is an empty pur-
suit in our struggle for happiness? While satisfying our 
ego with this momentary boost of esteem may feel good 
for a moment, is it what we really desire? 

If we can break from the world’s noise and create a 
space of sacred silence in our lives, we can begin to listen 
and see that we are being called in another direction. 
What we really desire is not the bolstering of our egos 
but the innocence we lost somewhere along the way. 
When we can be playful, joyful, and even somewhat 
carefree, life is good. We want our relationships to work, 
a place to call home, and to live peaceful lives with our 
sisters and brothers. Only a servant can do this. The ser-
vant’s prayer seeks to detach from self-concern in order 
to be used by God. Rather than worrying about being 
first and coming out on top, we can be inspired, guided, 
empowered, and led to do good works. Stop worrying 
about being first and put greater energy into feeling joy. 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  
The View from the Back of the Line 

Have you known that person? The one who leaves 
every person they encounter feeling a little more blessed 
for having met them? They’re the friend you can count 
on when nothing is going well. They’re the one who’s 
always “doing” for others. They’re never gossiping or 
sniping or complaining. 

We wonder how they do it, how they have it in them. 
We’re a little envious, even if we don’t let ourselves ac-
knowledge it. 

That, folks, is what the view is like from the front of the 
line, gazing at those suckers in the way back and wonder-
ing why they’re smiling so much. 

We’ve all been at the front of a line and felt no shame 
about it. We show up early, we put in the time and the 
legwork, and we “earn” whatever it is we came for — 
sports tickets, the latest Apple product, whatever. That’s 
how it works here on Earth, where the fastest win the 
race, the fittest survive and the first shall be first, always. 

It’s exactly why stewardship is such a tall order. Stew-
ardship calls us to play by the rules of another kingdom 
— one where the richest have the least amount in their 
bank accounts and the happiest don’t seem to have any-
thing to show for it, at least materially. 

If you have a person in your life who always seems 
happy “doing” for others, it’s because by a boatload of 
God’s grace, they play by the rules of the other place. 

Watch and take notes — and don’t be afraid to join 
them at the back of the line. 
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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Altar Servers Needed 
 Our parish is in great need of more altar 

servers.  The children have to have made 
their First Holy Communion and be in at least 
the third grade.  For more information or to become an 
altar server, call Carolyn Gregones at 734-765-3298. 

PARISH DIRECTORY 
Ss. Simon and Jude Catholic Church 

32500 Palmer Rd. — Westland, MI 48186 
Phone 734-722-1343       Fax 734-326-5466 

    Office Hours:  Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-Noon 
    Parish Office E-mail:  pastor@stssimonandjude.com 
    Website:  www.stssimonandjude.com 
    SVDP Office Hours 9 a.m.-Noon Mon, Tues, Thurs. 
 

Rev. Joseph Plawecki, Administrator 
 

     Kristine Melendez, Secretary................................. 722-1343 
     Maria Rivera, Bookkeeper ....................................  722-6830 
     Justin Hammis, Music Director .............................  326-6683 
     Religious Education Office .................................... 326-6814 
     Margaret Reyez, Middle/High School Rel. Ed.. (C) 301-1941 
     Mary Ann Kocsis, Grade School Rel. Ed. ........ (H) 629-4767 
     Sue Webb, Youth Minister ..................................... 788-9362 
     Judy Nichols, Pastoral Council Chair ............. 586-419-5690 
     Sally Sztrecska, Finance Council Chair ................. 729-3965 
     Norm Swope, Ushers’ Club President ............. (H) 595-8327 
     Sherrin Sedlarik, Mother Cabrini Guild Pres.  .. (H) 721-1365 
     Joe Kocsis, Hall Rentals/Funeral Luncheons ........ 410-9613 
     SVDP Office  ......................................................... 326-7323 
      

     Schedule of Masses:  
     Tuesday morning……………………………………..9:00 a.m. 
      Friday morning……………………………………….9:00 a.m. 
      Saturday afternoon ................................................ 4:30 p.m.  
      Sunday morning .................................................. 10:00 a.m. 
       

Baptism 
Parents intending to have their infants and children (ages 0-5) receive 
the Sacrament of Baptism, must first be a registered parishioner. 
There is an additional requirement of attendance of one class of in-
struction the Tuesday evening before the scheduled baptism. Bap-
tisms are during the Mass the third full weekend of the month alternat-
ing each month between Saturday and Sunday Masses.  Please con-
tact the parish office to schedule a baptism.  

Reconciliation 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. or 
by appointment. There is a Reconciliation Liturgy the first Thursday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m., unless there is a holiday conflict. There are 
additional reconciliation services scheduled during Advent and Lent. 

Anointing of the Sick 
This is primarily a sacrament of physical healing and spiritual 
strengthening. The sacrament is administered to those facing serious 
surgery or illness. If you desire this sacrament, please call the Parish 
Office. We offer a communal Anointing  service in the spring and fall. 

Marriage 
Couples desiring to marry should contact Fr. Joe by calling the parish 
office. Arrangements must be made at least nine (9) months prior to 
the wedding. The couple (or one party) must be a registered parish-
ioner. 

This Week in Our Parish 
 

Saturday,  September 18 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Millie Sova, Req. by the Sova Family 
 † Mabel Thompson, Req. by Ginny & Dianne 
5:30 p.m. Confessions 
6 p.m. Ushers’ Club Road Rally 
Sunday, September 19, 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
10 a.m. Mass 
 † Sr. Marie Houle, Req. by the Parish 
     5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 
Monday, September 20, Sts. Andrew Kim & Companions 
No Mass 
Tuesday, September 21, St. Matthew 
9 a.m. Mass 
Wednesday, September 22 
No Mass  
Thursday, September 23 
No Mass 
Friday, September 24 
9 a.m. Mass 
Saturday,  September 25 
9 a.m. Cleaning Group 4 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Sr. Janice Miller, Req. by the Parish 
5:30 p.m. Confessions 
    4:30 - 7 p.m.  Ushers’ Club Spaghetti Dinner 
Sunday, September 26, 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
10 a.m. Mass 
 † Sr. Mary Cordilia Szynknowski, Req. by the Parish 
     5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 

Weekly Offering 
September 5                  Env. = 67 
Weekly……………………..$1,768.00 
FFC ................................. $366.00 
Poor Box ............................ $5.00 
Hymnals ........................ $130.00 
Energy ............................. $10.00 
Grounds/Maintenance .... $57.00 
Copies ................................ $1.00 
Religious Education ......... $38.00 
Used Books ........................ $5.00 
TOTAL……………………..$2,380.39 

Readings for the week of September 19, 2021 
Sunday: Wis 2:12, 17-20/Jas 3:16—4:3/Mk 9:30-37 
Monday: Ezr 1:1-6/Lk 8:16-18 
Tuesday: Eph 4:1-7, 11-13/Mt 9:9-13 
Wednesday: Ezr 9:5-9/Tb 13:2, 3-4a, 4befghn, 7-8 [1b]/Lk 9:1-
6 
Thursday: Hg 1:1-8/Lk 9:7-9 
Friday:  Hg 2:1-9/Lk 9:18-22 
Saturday: Zec 2:5-9, 14-15a/Jer 31:10, 11-12ab, 13 [cf. 10d]/
Lk 9:43b-45 
Next Sunday: Nm 11:25-29/Jas 5:1-6/Mk 9:38-43, 45, 47-48 

     Sanctuary Lamp 
†Tillie Sosnowski, req. by Chris Dixon 
        (Sept. 5 - Sept. 19) 
†Pat Wilkins, req. by Chris Dixon 
         (Sept. 5 - Sept. 19) 

Attention  
all Choir 
Members! 
Or all those 
interested in 

joining Choir.  Re-
hearsals take place 
Sunday at 9 a.m., 
then we will sing at 
the 10 a.m. Mass.  
Please speak with 
Justin after Mass or 
email him at jjham-
mis38@gmail.com.  
Looking forward to 
seeing you there! 


