
Wednesday, September 29, 6 p.m. 

Religious Education Registration  
& Mandatory Parent Meeting 

Registration and mandatory parent meeting for Reli-
gious Education will be held on Wednesday, September 
29 at 6 p.m. Please use the  hall entrance on the west 
side of the building. 

Classes for first grade through high school are 
Wednesdays from 6 - 7:30 p.m. beginning October 6.  
Classes for kindergarten will begin in January, but would 
like those parents to attend 
the meeting September 29. 

 The cost for class is— 
  $50   1 student 
  $90   2 students 
  $130     3+ students 
 Instructional materials fee per student is $25  .   

Payment is expected at time of registration. 

Saturday, October 16 
9 a.m. — 9 p.m. 

Ss. Simon and Jude Parish Hall 
$35 per person full day  
$20 per person half day 

Vendors will be available. 
Light breakfast, lunch, dinner, snacks will be provided. 

Public Welcome 

Sandy — (734) 721-4867 or sandrakopcak@gmail.com  
or jhollenbeck514@gmail.com 

Ss. Simon and Jude  Church 

32500 Palmer Road   Westland, MI 48186-4773 

catholic 

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS! 
Tell them you saw their ad in our bulletin! 

                                Sponsored by 
Mother Cabrini Guild 

October 2 & 3 
 

Proceeds to our Mother Cabrini Guild 
Donated baked goods are always greatly appreciated!  

Cookies, bars and sweet breads only. 

2022 Guide Book 

Please Update Your Information 
Do we have YOUR membership record correct? 
NOW is the time to update YOUR     

record for our 2022 Guide Book. 
This book will contain everything             
pertinent to our church: the               
various ministries, organizations, 
committees, activities, functions 
and events plus a complete           
directory of all members.                                       
It is time for us to update our 
database with any changes, additions, or deletions that 
may have occurred in YOUR family over the past year. 

 Have you changed your phone number?  
 Have you moved?  
 Are you preparing to move soon?  
If you have not already informed the parish office 

about changes to your record, please let us know now so 
that the information in the Guide Book is correct.  Call 
Kristine in the parish office at 734-722-1343 no later than 
September 27, 2021.  Thank you for your help! 

Pray the Rosary 
 Come pray the Rosary with the 

39’ers every Monday at 11 a.m. during 
October. Everyone is welcome.   

September 26, 2021 
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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Therese Brogowski 
Julie Bjerk 
Barb Phillips 
Jay Richards 
Quincy Frank 
Donna Hiollis 
Lori Mercier 
Rich Nicholson 
Ron Wrobbel 
Erin Maddix 
Delores Hart 
David Boguslawski 
Bob Savage 
Ida Pardee 

Robert Bur 
Taylor Day 
Irene Wurster 
Jo Hamm 
Ron Hays 
Camille Heraghty 
Andy Scheik 
Stacy Peabody 
Mustafa Harasili 
William Haun 
Ezra Mack 
Roberta Tindell 
Greg Goscicki 
Henry Johnson 
Becky Martindale 
Rachel Palecki 
Michael Mann 
Dorthea Hunsinger 
Joseph Smith 
Kevin Pardee 

Don Iminski 
Rachel Lear 
Lillian Lombardi 
Sienna  Lombardi 
William Erickson 
Gavin Ramirez 
Rudy Sedlarik 
Jesse Melendez 
Mary Painter 
Brenda Painter 
Carol Mikaelin 
Laura Nowak 
Bill Ziemba 
Journey Rehnlund 
James Peltier 
Eugenia Ozga 
Bob Quesada 
Joe Kocsis 
Russ Nowaczck 
Zack Marsh 

Don Sabourin 
Manuel Sanchez 
Scott Sedlarik  
Chris Trembley 
Patrick Suchy 
Mary Burczycki    
Cohen Frank 
Rose Pieknik 
Doug Vega   
Mike Brookes 
Gerard Painter 
Helena Walczowski 
Paula Rehnlund 
Stan Armstrong 
Cyndi Lombardi 
Rena Laverty 
Warren Serkin 
Mary Morgan 
David Ted 
Boguslawski 

September 26, 2021 
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

What are the little ones? They are the poor, the mar-
ginalized, the women and men at the well, the Zac-
chaeus’ looking for Jesus from a tree, those mired in sin, 
the blind who want to see, and the lame who want to 
walk. They are the lepers and the different ones who 
have been told that they are unclean, and the ones who 
suffer from abuse and grave 
injustices and oppression. They 
are children who want nothing 
more than to be loved and en-
joy celebrating their inno-
cence. These are all the little 
ones and they are all vulner-
able. Life already brings them burdens, we don’t need to 
add to them. 

St. Oscar Romero said, “When the church hears the cry 
of the oppressed it cannot but denounce the social struc-
tures that give rise to and perpetuate the misery from 
which the cry arises.” Why are so many people still so 
gravely hurting? We have the resources and the means 
to make things better. We choose not to. There are still 
those things called greed, pride, lust, apathy, jealously, 
gluttony, and anger that prevent us from seeing each 
other and people to be loved and not objects to be used. 
Is this how God intended things to be? 

God loves what is good and upright. It doesn’t matter 
who did it or where it came from. In God’s eyes, the end 
result is always faith, hope, and love. Those will always 
unite a person with God. We fill our lives with many 
things that are not good either for ourselves or for oth-
ers. All of us have to work to discover what it is, exactly, 
that leads to the world’s brokenness. There are people, 
systems, and ideologies in place that foster oppression 
and injustice rather than equity and fairness. Sadly, our 
complacency can be the greatest evil. Turning a blind 
eye, ignoring the truth, and believing that we are help-
less to fix so great a problem, does little to move us 
closer to the kingdom of God. As members of the Body of 
Christ, we cannot condone anything that keeps people in 
misery. 

As it is said, charity begins at home. Perhaps a good 
place to start is with our own households and making 
sure their foundations are properly laid. 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  
Breaking the Stewardship Mold 

Have you noticed how we always tend to pigeonhole 
one another — and ourselves? “I could never serve on 
the Parish Council. That’s for Rick and Ellen and that 
whole group of people who have done it for years.” 
“Greg takes care of faith formation in the parish — he 
always has. He doesn’t need my help.” “I can’t afford to 
give the big bucks like those families who sit up front 
can. My offering wouldn’t matter even if I did increase 
it.” 

Thinking like this is a good indication that we aren’t in 
conversation with God about what His will is for our lives. 
If we have already decided what we are and are not 
meant to do, we aren’t likely to pray over it, to discern it. 

We have to be open to the spirit of the Lord wherever 
it leads us, regardless of what we or others have come to 
expect from us. We human beings come to believe that 
we are such good judges of what others can offer — or 
what we ourselves can offer. But God has plans for us to 
which we aren’t privy. God calls everyone to serve Him in 
the way that pleases Him best, and only He can decide 
what that is. Everyday Stewardship demands a continual 
accounting of who we can be, what we can offer — even 
if it’s outside our comfort zone, even if it’s something 
that never occurred to us before. 

There’s only one Person who can tell us what God 
wants from us. Do we even think to ask Him? 
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

Fr. Joe will be holding a Blessing of 
the Animals on Monday, October 
4th at 6:30 p.m.  Feel free to bring 
your furry/feathered friends in for a 
special blessing. 
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SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS! 
Tell them you saw their ad in our bulletin! 

PARISH DIRECTORY 
Ss. Simon and Jude Catholic Church 

32500 Palmer Rd. — Westland, MI 48186 
Phone 734-722-1343       Fax 734-326-5466 

    Office Hours:  Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-Noon 
    Parish Office E-mail:  pastor@stssimonandjude.com 
    Website:  www.stssimonandjude.com 
    SVDP Office Hours 9 a.m.-Noon Mon, Tues, Thurs. 
 

Rev. Joseph Plawecki, Administrator 
 

     Kristine Melendez, Secretary................................. 722-1343 
     Maria Rivera, Bookkeeper ....................................  722-6830 
     Justin Hammis, Music Director .............................  326-6683 
     Religious Education Office .................................... 326-6814 
     Margaret Reyez, Middle/High School Rel. Ed.. (C) 301-1941 
     Mary Ann Kocsis, Grade School Rel. Ed. ........ (H) 629-4767 
     Sue Webb, Youth Minister ..................................... 788-9362 
     Judy Nichols, Pastoral Council Chair ............. 586-419-5690 
     Sally Sztrecska, Finance Council Chair ................. 729-3965 
     Norm Swope, Ushers’ Club President ............. (H) 595-8327 
     Sherrin Sedlarik, Mother Cabrini Guild Pres.  .. (H) 721-1365 
     Joe Kocsis, Hall Rentals/Funeral Luncheons ........ 410-9613 
     SVDP Office  ......................................................... 326-7323 
      

     Schedule of Masses:  
     Tuesday morning……………………………………..9:00 a.m. 
      Friday morning……………………………………….9:00 a.m. 
      Saturday afternoon ................................................ 4:30 p.m.  
      Sunday morning .................................................. 10:00 a.m. 
       

Baptism 
Parents intending to have their infants and children (ages 0-5) receive 
the Sacrament of Baptism, must first be a registered parishioner. 
There is an additional requirement of attendance of one class of in-
struction the Tuesday evening before the scheduled baptism. Bap-
tisms are during the Mass the third full weekend of the month alternat-
ing each month between Saturday and Sunday Masses.  Please con-
tact the parish office to schedule a baptism.  

Reconciliation 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. or 
by appointment. There is a Reconciliation Liturgy the first Thursday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m., unless there is a holiday conflict. There are 
additional reconciliation services scheduled during Advent and Lent. 

Anointing of the Sick 
This is primarily a sacrament of physical healing and spiritual 
strengthening. The sacrament is administered to those facing serious 
surgery or illness. If you desire this sacrament, please call the Parish 
Office. We offer a communal Anointing  service in the spring and fall. 

Marriage 
Couples desiring to marry should contact Fr. Joe by calling the parish 
office. Arrangements must be made at least nine (9) months prior to 
the wedding. The couple (or one party) must be a registered parish-
ioner. 

This Week in Our Parish 
 

Saturday,  September 25 
9 a.m. Cleaning Group 4 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Sr. Janice Miller, Req. by the Parish 
5:30 p.m. Confessions 
    4:30 - 7 p.m.  Ushers’ Club Spaghetti Dinner 
Sunday, September 26, 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9 a.m. Choir Rehearsals 
10 a.m. Mass 
 † Sr. Mary Cordilia Szynknowski, Req. by the Parish 
     5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 
Monday, September 27, St. Vincent de Paul 
No Mass 
Tuesday, September 28 
9 a.m. Mass 
Wednesday, September 29 
No Mass  
   6-7:30 p.m.  Religious Education Registration/Meeting 
Thursday, September 30, St. Jerome 
No Mass 
Friday, October 1, St. Theresa of the Child Jesus 
9 a.m. Mass 
    9:30 a.m. Cleaning Group 1 
Saturday, October 2, Holy Guardian Angels 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Mabel Thompson, Req. by Flo & Toni 
    4:30 p.m. Mother Cabrini Guild Bake Sale 
5:30 p.m. Confessions 
Sunday, October 3, 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9 a.m. Choir Rehearsals 
10 a.m. Mass 
 † Thomas Mazurek, Req. by Adele Mazurek & Family 
 † Terry Lillian Glidden, Req. by the Collins & Quesada  
    Families  
    10 a.m. Mother Cabrini Guild Bake Sale 
     5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 

Ongoing 
Book Sale in 

the Parish 
Hall 

Weekly Offering 
September 12                   Env. = 48 
Weekly………………………..$1,140.00 
FFC ...................................... $25.00 
Poor Box ............................... $7.00 
Hymnals .............................. $14.00 
Grounds/Maintenance ....... $50.00 
Mass Intentions .................. $30.00 
Used Books ......................... $11.00 
TOTAL………………………...$2,380.00 
Online Giving………….....$2,458.50 

Readings for the week of September 26, 2021 
Sunday: Nm 11:25-29/Jas 5:1-6/Mk 9:38-43, 45, 47-48 
Monday: Zec 8:1-8/Lk 9:46-50 
Tuesday: Zec 8:20-23/Lk 9:51-56 
Wednesday: Dn 7:9-10, 13-14 or Rv 12:7-12a/Jn 1:47-51 
Thursday: Neh 8:1-4a, 5-6, 7b-12/Lk 10:1-12 
Friday: Bar 1:15-22/Lk 10:13-16 
Saturday: Bar 4:5-12, 27-29/Mt 18:1-5, 10 
Next Sunday: Gn 2:18-24/Heb 2:9-11/Mk 10:2-16 or 10:2-12 

Attention all Choir Members! 
Or all those interested in joining Choir.  Rehears-
als take place Sunday at 9 a.m., then we will sing 
at the 10 a.m. Mass.  Please speak with Justin af-
ter Mass or email him at jjhammis38@gmail.com.  

Looking forward to seeing you there! 
-Justin Hammis, Music Director 
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St. Vincent de Paul 
Donations 

When you make a monetary donation 
to St. Vincent de Paul (SVdP) using your 
SVdP envelopes, 100% of your 
donation stays in our parish and is used 
to serve the needy here in our area of Westland.  Non-
monetary donations to St. Vincent de Paul, including the 
monthly food collection and the Christmas Giving Tree, 
are also used for the needy in our area.  Your monetary 
donations will be recorded on your year end statement 
for tax purposes. Unfortunately, we cannot accept 
receipts or record non-monetary donations for tax 
purposes.    Thank you very much for your generous gifts 
to St. Vincent de Paul!  

Altar Servers Needed 
 Our parish is in great need of more altar 

servers.  The children have to have made 
their First Holy Communion and be in at least 
the third grade.  For more information or to become an 
altar server, call Carolyn Gregones at 734-765-3298. 

Book Discussion Group 
 Our book discussion group is meeting on 
October 14th  at 7 p.m. in the Fr. Nieckarz 
Hall.  We are reading “The Invention of 
Wings” by Sue Monk Kidd. 
All are welcome.  Please join us.      

A Prayer for our Church 
 

Gracious God, we the family of Ss. Simon and Jude, 
thank you for the continuing opportunity to carry 
out our mission of service and outreach to each 

other and the greater community. 
Please show us the way to continue to grow and 

prosper as the Community of Ss. Simon and Jude. 
With heartfelt gratitude and love,  

we pray to you, Lord. Amen. 

Dear Parishioners 
We are happy to announce that  generous donors have 

donated $1,530.00 of the $1,600.00 needed for a brand 
new set of parish hymnals, choral hymnals, and keyboard 
books!  Our current hymnal set is 25 years old.  The new 
set will reflect all of the musical changes that have taken 
place within the Catholic Church over the past 25 years.   

If the Spirit leads you please feel free to send in a check 
or money to the parish office with a note, "new parish 
hymnal project", or drop your contribution in the basket 
in the Gathering Area.  Thank you!!!     

-Justin Hammis, Music Director  

Lighter Side 
You Can’t Take It with You 

There was a very rich man who was just about to die, 
and he wanted to take some of his wealth with him. So, 
he started negotiations with God about the matter. God 
was not sure as it had never been done before and He 
did not want to set a precedent. Finally, after long talks, 
God reluctantly agreed to allow him to bring his wealth 
to heaven. 

Just a few days before he died, the rich man converted 
all his money into gold bullion. He died and the funeral 
home made sure that the suitcases containing the gold 
bullion went with him. He arrived at the Pearly Gates 
with his suitcases and there was Peter. Peter told him he 
could not bring the suitcases into heaven. But the man 
said he had already spoken to God, and He had said it 
was OK. So, Peter got on the God phone, and sure 
enough it was true. Peter was curious as to what was so 
valuable that the man wanted to bring it into heaven. So 
he asked, "Could I look in the suitcases?" 

The man opened the suitcases and Peter exclaimed, 
"Why are you bringing pavement to heaven!" 
Call Ahead 

Father John was nervous when he cast Jimmy, the mid-
dle school class clown, as Joseph in the annual Christmas 
pageant. His fears were realized when Jimmy decided to 
do a little improvisation by pulling out his cell phone in 
the pageant’s opening scene. 

The astonished priest, who was narrating, asked, “What 
are you doing with your phone?” 

smiled and replied, “This year I’m phoning that inn to 
make a reservation!” 
Sermon 

“The secret of a good sermon is to have a good begin-
ning and a good ending; and to have the two as close 
together as possible.”                   — George Burns 
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