
Altar Servers Needed 
 Our parish is in great need of more altar 
servers.  The children have to have made 
their First Holy Communion and be in at 
least the third grade.  For more 

information or to become an altar server, call Carolyn 
Gregones at 734-765-3298. 

Book Discussion Group 
 We will be meeting  at 7 p.m. in the Fr. Nie-

carz Hall on Thursday, October 14, to discuss 
The Invention of Wings by Sue Monk Kidd. 
Please join us for a very interesting evening!  

  -Margaret Reyez & Kathy Lancaster 

 

Toys & Trains 
 

Sunday, November 28, Noon - 4 p.m. 
Ss. Simon and Jude Church Hall 

Admission: $2 per person, $4 per family 
Food and Refreshments are Available to Purchase 

Over 100 Dealer Tables 
Buy or Swap Toys and Trains 

Sponsored by Ss. Simon and Jude Ushers’ Club 
For more information, call Bob at 734-728-1247 

Saturday, October 16 
9 a.m. — 9 p.m. 

Ss. Simon and Jude Parish Hall 
$35 per person full day  
$20 per person half day 

Vendors will be available. 
Light breakfast, lunch, dinner, snacks will be provided. 

Public Welcome 

Sandy — (734) 721-4867 or sandrakopcak@gmail.com  
or jhollenbeck514@gmail.com 

Ss. Simon and Jude  Church 

32500 Palmer Road   Westland, MI 48186-4773 

catholic 

Parish Mission Statement - We, the community of Ss. Simon and Jude, a family in communion with Jesus Christ, continuously strive to achieve a 
unified and active parish through our commitments to compassion, continuous growth and community outreach. We pledge to achieve our mis-
sion by establishing open relationships of trust in each other in order to selflessly serve our diverse membership.  

Pray the Rosary 
 Come pray the Rosary with the 

39’ers every Monday at 11 a.m. during 
October. Everyone is welcome.   

October 10, 2021 
28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

To everyone who donated 
money to buy new hymnals.  
We did it!  The parish raised 
$1, 609.00 to buy new par-
ish hymnals, choral hymnals, 
and keyboard books!  All 

your donations are very much appreciated.  Thank 
you all! 
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October 10, 2021 
28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

If we are truly in love with God, then the basics are not 
going to be enough. That love is going to want to be ex-
pressed in going above and beyond, in leaving the com-
fortable and familiar, in stretching and growing, and in 
following a voice other than 
our own. St. Teresa of Cal-
cutta rightly instructs us that 
for “love to be real, it must 
cost, it must hurt, it must 
empty us of self.”  Being in 
love with God requires more 
than just checking the boxes of the commandments. It 
requires a sincere and unconditional self-investment. 
Desiring God with our whole heart, mind, and soul 
means that I must also desire a relationship with my 
neighbor with that same degree of fervor.  

Biases and prejudices usually occur when people are 
kept at a distance and treated as objects. We cannot 
truly know our neighbors, especially if they are different 
than us, if we keep them in boxes and do not listen to 
their stories. When we open ourselves to listen to an-
other person’s story, we begin to realize more how simi-
lar we are than dissimilar. Being overly attached to our 
possessions, ideologies, agendas, lifestyles, and personal 
needs are absolute barriers to achieving the type of per-
sonal investment love demands. This is why following 
Christ can be difficult. It is less a matter of intellect and 
more a matter of heart and soul. It requires that we 
transfer our treasure from an investment in tangible 
secular things and move it into the Kingdom of God. It is 
only the gift of wisdom and discernment that can help us 
decide what to do and how to do it. 

Contemporaries of Jesus would know that a camel 
could not enter through the portal of a city weighed 
down with the baggage it was carrying. In order to enter, 
the baggage must be removed so that the animal could 
fit through the entry way. The same is true for us. We 
carry a lot of excessive baggage around with us that 
keeps us tethered to our past histories, wounds, myopic 
world views, prejudices, fears, and suspicions. To invest 
ourselves in the Kingdom of God, do God’s work and live 
out our love relationship with God, we need to shed the 
extra weight. While it may seem that a lot of that stuff is 
necessary, it really is not. We are much more than the 
things that we think define us and more secure than we 
think. The more there is to hold on to and the more that 
we carry with us, the harder it will be to leave it all be-
hind. Many choose not to and walk away sad because 
they are not ready to trust.  

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  
If Heaven were like Harvard 

There’s no getting around it: life on earth can seem 
easier if you’re rich. Most of the bodily and material 
needs a person could have are fulfilled if you’ve got a 
little bit of money behind you. So why doesn’t this same 
theory apply to entering the kingdom of Heaven? Why 
isn’t Heaven like an Ivy League school, where a connec-
tion and a hasty tuition check might open a lot of doors? 

When you think about it, the virtues required to enter 
Heaven — things like charity and justice and courage — 
should be even closer within the grasp of those who 
never had to worry about where their food is coming 
from. In theory, your capacity for good works should only 
increase with the resources at your disposal. 

The same is true for stewardship potential. Let’s say 
I’ve got a lot of talent. Maybe I’ve got a lot of free time. 
On paper, it should be easier for me to give freely of 
these gifts, because I have the luxury that eluded the 
widow and her two coins: I can see my ample gift being 
put into action, when so many can only offer what they 
have and remind themselves that God sees it and appre-
ciates it. 

But here we get into the mess of humanity: if we have a 
lot of something, it means we have a lot of something we 
could use any way we want. And then we hear the whis-
per of the serpent: Think of what this (money, time, tal-
ent) could do for you. 

May we pray for God to give us the heart of the widow, 
no matter our resources. 
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Tell them you saw their ad in our bulletin! 

PARISH DIRECTORY 
Ss. Simon and Jude Catholic Church 

32500 Palmer Rd. — Westland, MI 48186 
Phone 734-722-1343       Fax 734-326-5466 

    Office Hours:  Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-Noon 
    Parish Office E-mail:  pastor@stssimonandjude.com 
    Website:  www.stssimonandjude.com 
    SVDP Office Hours 9 a.m.-Noon Mon, Tues, Thurs. 
 

Rev. Joseph Plawecki, Administrator 
 

     Kristine Melendez, Secretary................................. 722-1343 
     Maria Rivera, Bookkeeper ....................................  722-6830 
     Justin Hammis, Music Director .............................  326-6683 
     Religious Education Office .................................... 326-6814 
     Margaret Reyez, Middle/High School Rel. Ed.. (C) 301-1941 
     Mary Ann Kocsis, Grade School Rel. Ed. ........ (H) 629-4767 
     Sue Webb, Youth Minister ..................................... 788-9362 
     Judy Nichols, Pastoral Council Chair ............. 586-419-5690 
     Sally Sztrecska, Finance Council Chair ................. 729-3965 
     Norm Swope, Ushers’ Club President ............. (H) 595-8327 
     Sherrin Sedlarik, Mother Cabrini Guild Pres.  .. (H) 721-1365 
     Joe Kocsis, Hall Rentals/Funeral Luncheons ........ 410-9613 
     SVDP Office  ......................................................... 326-7323 
      

     Schedule of Masses:  
     Tuesday morning……………………………………..9:00 a.m. 
      Friday morning……………………………………….9:00 a.m. 
      Saturday afternoon ................................................ 4:30 p.m.  
      Sunday morning .................................................. 10:00 a.m. 
       

Baptism 
Parents intending to have their infants and children (ages 0-5) receive 
the Sacrament of Baptism, must first be a registered parishioner. 
There is an additional requirement of attendance of one class of in-
struction the Tuesday evening before the scheduled baptism. Bap-
tisms are during the Mass the third full weekend of the month alternat-
ing each month between Saturday and Sunday Masses.  Please con-
tact the parish office to schedule a baptism.  

Reconciliation 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. or 
by appointment. There is a Reconciliation Liturgy the first Thursday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m., unless there is a holiday conflict. There are 
additional reconciliation services scheduled during Advent and Lent. 

Anointing of the Sick 
This is primarily a sacrament of physical healing and spiritual 
strengthening. The sacrament is administered to those facing serious 
surgery or illness. If you desire this sacrament, please call the Parish 
Office. We offer a communal Anointing  service in the spring and fall. 

Marriage 
Couples desiring to marry should contact Fr. Joe by calling the parish 
office. Arrangements must be made at least nine (9) months prior to 
the wedding. The couple (or one party) must be a registered parish-
ioner. 

This Week in Our Parish 
 

Saturday, October 9 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Millie Sova, Req. by the Sova Family 
 † Thomas Doupe, Req. by Toni Doupe 
5:30 p.m. Confessions 
Sunday, October 10, 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9 a.m. Choir Rehearsals 
10 a.m. Mass/Mission Sunday 
 † Sr. Mary Arthur Wrobel, Req. by the Parish 
    5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 
Monday, October 11, St. John XXIII 
No Mass 
11 a.m. Rosary with the 39’ers 
Tuesday, October 12 
9 a.m. Mass 
Wednesday, October 13 
No Mass  
6:15 - 7:30 p.m. Religious Education 
Thursday, October 14 
Parish Office Closed 
2 p.m. Mass at American House 
7 p.m. Book Discussion Group 
Friday, October 15, St. Theresa of Jesus 
Parish Office Closed 
9 a.m. Mass 
    9:30 a.m. Cleaning Group 3 
Saturday, October 16 
    9 a.m. - 9 p.m. Scrapbooking Event 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Gilbert Burczycki, Req. by the Burczycki Family 
 † Robert Mink, Req. by Toni Doupe 
5:30 p.m. Confessions 
Sunday, October 17, 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9 a.m. Choir Rehearsals 
10 a.m. Mass/Mission Sunday 
 † Sr. Adele DuRoss, Req. by the Parish 
    5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 

Ongoing 
Book Sale in 

the Parish 
Hall 

Weekly Offering 
September 26                 Env. = 48 
Weekly…………………………...$995.00 
Energy ................................. $52.00 
Hymnals .............................. $55.00 
Grounds/Maintenance ....... $17.00 
Mass Intentions .................. $10.00 
Religious Education ............ $45.00 
Donut Sunday ..................... $28.00 
Priests’ Retirement ............... $5.00 
TOTAL………………………...$1,207.00 
 

Readings for the week of October 10, 2021 
Sunday:  Wis 7:7-11/Heb 4:12-13/Mk 10:17-30 or 10:17-27 
Monday: Rom 1:1-7/Lk 11:29-32 
Tuesday: Rom 1:16-25/Lk 11:37-41 
Wednesday: Rom 2:1-11/Lk 11:42-46 
Thursday: Rom 3:21-30/Lk 11:47-54 
Friday:  Rom 4:1-8/Lk 12:1-7 
Saturday: Rom 4:13, 16-18/Lk 12:8-12 
Next Sunday: Is 53:10-11/Heb 4:14-16/Mk 10:35-45 or 10:42-
45 

          Sanctuary Lamp 
 

  †Millie Sova, req. by the Sova Family 
                  (Oct. 3 - Oct. 17) 
 


