
Book Discussion Group 
 We will be meeting  at 7 p.m. in the Fr. Nie-

carz Hall on Thursday, November 11, to dis-
cuss The Devil in the White City by Erik Lar-
son. Please join us for a very interesting eve-
ning!  

 

Toys & Trains 
 

Sunday, November 28, Noon - 4 p.m. 
Ss. Simon and Jude Church Hall 

Admission: $2 per person, $4 per family 
Food and Refreshments are Available to Purchase 

Over 100 Dealer Tables 
Buy or Swap Toys and Trains 

Sponsored by Ss. Simon and Jude Ushers’ Club 
For more information, call Bob at 734-728-1247 

Ss. Simon and Jude  Church 

32500 Palmer Road   Westland, MI 48186-4773 

catholic 

Parish Mission Statement - We, the community of Ss. Simon and Jude, a family in communion with Jesus Christ, continuously strive to achieve a 
unified and active parish through our commitments to compassion, continuous growth and community outreach. We pledge to achieve our mis-
sion by establishing open relationships of trust in each other in order to selflessly serve our diverse membership.  

Eleanor Nibert 
 

Eugenia Ozga 
 

Lawrence Hyslop 
 

Genevieve Smith 
 

Mildred Sova 
 

Frank Veresh 
 

Florence Grace 
 

Joseph Randazzo 
 

Wanda Leabu 
 

Robert Savage 
 

Frances Hagadorn 
 

Elizabeth Gallagher 

Please remember in your prayers the people 
who passed away and were buried from our 

parish this past year. 

October 31, 2021 
31st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Adult Inquiry for the Church 
(RCIA) Begins 
 Are you interested in joining the Catholic 
Church?  Are you already a pabtized mem-
ber of the Catholic Church, but have not 
completed the sacraments of Eucharist and/

or Confirmation?  Then the Rite of Christian Initiation for 
Adults (RCIA) is for you.  The RCIA is a process for unbap-
tized adults as well as those baptized in another denomi-
nation or those who have not completed the Sacraments 
of Initiation (Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist) to: 

-Learn more about the Catholic Faith 
-Enter the Catholic Church and/or 
-Complete the sacraments of initiation. 
It is also an opportunity for us who are members of the 

Church to refresh our knowledge of our faith and explore 
our faith in greater detail. 

We will begin our RCIA process soon.  If you are inter-
ested, please contact Joyce Bujak at (734) 697-3879 or at 
bujakjoyce@yahoo.com--please put RCIA in the subject 
line, and include your name and phone number in the 
email.  We will contact you with registration information.   

Just a Reminder 
If there is an “Out of Order” sign posted on a bathroom 

stall, urinal, sink, etc., please, DO NOT USE IT.  We are 
trying to maintain our church as best we can, and will fix 
it as soon as possible.  Thank you for your cooperation. 
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Please contact the parish office if there is someone that no 
longer needs to be on our prayer/sick list.  Thank you. 

Therese Brogowski 
Julie Bjerk 
Barb Phillips 
Jay Richards 
Quincy Frank 
Donna Hiollis 
Lori Mercier 
Rich Nicholson 
Ron Wrobbel 
Erin Maddix 
Delores Hart 
David Boguslawski 
Bob Savage 
Mary Morgan 

Robert Bur 
Taylor Day 
Irene Wurster 
Jo Hamm 
Ron Hays 
Camille Heraghty 
Andy Scheik 
Stacy Peabody 
Mustafa Harasili 
William Haun 
Ezra Mack 
Roberta Tindell 
Henry Johnson 
Becky Martindale 
Rachel Palecki 
Dorthea Hunsinger 
Joseph Smith 
Kevin Pardee 
Ida Pardee 
Everett Watson 

Don Iminski 
Rachel Lear 
Lillian Lombardi 
Sienna  Lombardi 
William Erickson 
Gavin Ramirez 
Rudy Sedlarik 
Jesse Melendez 
Mary Painter 
Brenda Painter 
Carol Mikaelin 
Laura Nowak 
Bill Ziemba 
Journey Rehnlund 
James Peltier 
Eugenia Ozga 
Joe Kocsis 
Russ Nowaczck 
Zack Marsh 

Don Sabourin 
Manuel Sanchez 
Scott Sedlarik  
Chris Trembley 
Patrick Suchy 
Mary Burczycki    
Cohen Frank 
Rose Pieknik 
Doug Vega   
Mike Brookes 
Gerard Painter 
Helena Walczowski 
Paula Rehnlund 
Stan Armstrong 
Cyndi Lombardi 
Rena Laverty 
Warren Serkin 
David Ted 
Boguslawski 

October 31, 2021 
31st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Centuries of God’s devoted people have found this 
prayer on their lips: “Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God, 
the Lord alone!” The fundamental prayer has been laid 
as the cornerstone of many spiritual lives. Where did you 
learn how to pray or did you? Maybe there is a wisdom 
figure in your life who inspired and guided you by the 
genuine, holy simplicity of their lives. His or her example 
may have led you to God and 
taught you how to pray. Or per-
haps you discovered this art on 
your own after stumbling over 
yourself enough times and finally 
realizing it was time to reach out 
to Someone greater than your-
self. There is a timeless truth that we not only tend to 
forget, but may have never learned. There is only one 
God, the Lord alone! As a result, we often worship other 
gods rather than the One true God. Everything in our life 
gets distorted and we find ourselves lost and off center. 

If we haven’t learned it yet, there is a life lesson at the 
top of all of the possible lessons to be learned. There is 
One True and Eternal God who alone has a solitary claim 
on us and must be loved with all our heart, soul, mind, 
and strength. Until we learn this primary lesson, we run 
the risk of getting distracted and sidetracked. We will 
also never really figure out what is at the heart of the 
relationships we share with the other human beings on 
this planet with whom we share life. That one primary 
lesson will teach us the second most valuable lesson: 
that we must love our neighbor as ourselves. You cannot 
have one without the other. The presence of God in the 
core soul of each one of us requires that all of our rela-
tionships work together. This truth is at the heart of the 
Gospel. 

If every human being, each in their own way, could 
stumble upon and genuinely embrace this truth, look 
how different life would be! Our priorities will immedi-
ately shift from “I and me” to “us and we” and we will 
develop a more inclusive vision for our brothers and sis-
ters. Concerned not only about my own wellbeing and 
happiness but also that of our brothers and sisters, hu-
manity stands a chance at succeeding in the struggle with 
injustice, abuse, inequity, violence, war, entitlement, and 
privilege.  It seems that getting to this point has been at 
the heart of the Gospel and the kingdom of God from the 
moment Jesus first started to preach. It’s a wonder why, 
then, why so many centuries later, we have still failed to 
achieve his vision. Maybe we just haven’t learned our 
primary lessons yet.   

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  
The Daily Examen of Stewardship 

“Stewardship” can get a bum rap these days. When 
folks hear the term “stewardship” from the pulpit, their 
eyes tend to kind of glaze over. “Here’s Father asking for 
more money,” they groan inwardly, “Get ready for the 
passing of the pledge cards.” 

Christ refutes this idea when he gives us what he calls 
the greatest commandments — instructing us to love 
God and to love our neighbor. Now, Christ is a man who 
chose his words carefully. He meant exactly what he said 
— and he didn’t say that the greatest commandments 
were to tithe and to give money to charity. If he had 
wanted stewardship to be only about money, he would 
have said so. 

Sometimes we are indeed called to show our love for 
God and neighbor in the form of a financial gift. But the 
concept of Everyday Stewardship — living mindfully in 
prayer, grateful for our blessings, and gracious to our 
neighbors, committed to God, and accountable to each 
other — is about so much more. 

I propose a twist on the long-held practice of the “Daily 
Examen” — a pious devotion wherein, at day’s end, we 
go over the events of the last 24 hours and discern God’s 
will. A Daily Examen of Stewardship might contain ques-
tions like this: 

How did I love God today? In whom did I love Him?  
What did God give me today? With whom did I share it? 

What did I give to Him? 
To whom did I reach out today? Who reached out to 

me? 
Where was God on my list of priorities today? First? Sec-
ond? Third, fourth? 
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SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS! 
Tell them you saw their ad in our bulletin! 

PARISH DIRECTORY 
Ss. Simon and Jude Catholic Church 

32500 Palmer Rd. — Westland, MI 48186 
Phone 734-722-1343       Fax 734-326-5466 

    Office Hours:  Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-Noon 
    Parish Office E-mail:  pastor@stssimonandjude.com 
    Website:  www.stssimonandjude.com 
    SVDP Office Hours 9 a.m.-Noon Mon, Tues, Thurs. 
 

Rev. Joseph Plawecki, Administrator 
 

     Kristine Melendez, Secretary................................. 722-1343 
     Maria Rivera, Bookkeeper ....................................  722-6830 
     Justin Hammis, Music Director .............................  326-6683 
     Religious Education Office .................................... 326-6814 
     Margaret Reyez, Middle/High School Rel. Ed.. (C) 301-1941 
     Mary Ann Kocsis, Grade School Rel. Ed. ........ (H) 629-4767 
     Sue Webb, Youth Minister ..................................... 788-9362 
     Judy Nichols, Pastoral Council Chair ............. 586-419-5690 
     Sally Sztrecska, Finance Council Chair ................. 729-3965 
     Norm Swope, Ushers’ Club President ............. (H) 595-8327 
     Sherrin Sedlarik, Mother Cabrini Guild Pres.  .. (H) 721-1365 
     Joe Kocsis, Hall Rentals/Funeral Luncheons ........ 410-9613 
     SVDP Office  ......................................................... 326-7323 
      

     Schedule of Masses:  
     Tuesday morning……………………………………..9:00 a.m. 
      Friday morning……………………………………….9:00 a.m. 
      Saturday afternoon ................................................ 4:30 p.m.  
      Sunday morning .................................................. 10:00 a.m. 
       

Baptism 
Parents intending to have their infants and children (ages 0-5) receive 
the Sacrament of Baptism, must first be a registered parishioner. 
Parents must attend one class of instruction the Tuesday evening 
before the scheduled baptism. Baptisms take place the third full 
weekend of the month alternating each month between Saturday and 
Sunday Masses.   

Reconciliation 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. or 
by appointment. There is a Reconciliation Liturgy the first Thursday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m., unless there is a holiday conflict. There are 
additional reconciliation services scheduled during Advent and Lent. 

Anointing of the Sick 
This is primarily a sacrament of physical healing and spiritual 
strengthening. The sacrament is administered to those facing serious 
surgery or illness. If you desire this sacrament, please call the Parish 
Office. We offer a communal Anointing  service in the spring and fall. 

Marriage 
Couples desiring to marry should contact Fr. Joe by calling the parish 
office. Arrangements must be made at least nine (9) months prior to 
the wedding. The couple (or one party) must be a registered parish-
ioner. 

This Week in Our Parish 
 

Saturday, October 30 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Hal Wilcocks,13th Anniversary, Req. by Chris Dixon 
 † Virginia Niemann, Req. by Sandy Kopcak & Theresa  
      Boertje 
5:30 p.m. Confessions 
Sunday, October 31, 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9:15 a.m. Choir Rehearsals 
10 a.m. Mass 
 For Health, Ifunaya U., Req. by Sr. Christiana 
    5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 
Monday, November 1, Feast of All Saints 
9 a.m. Mass 
6:30 p.m. Mass 
Tuesday, November 2, Commemoration of All Souls 
9 a.m. Mass 
Wednesday, November 3 
No Mass  
6:15 - 7:30 p.m. Religious Education 
Thursday, November 4, St. Charles Borromeo 
No Mass 
Friday, November 5 
9 a.m. Mass 
 For Health, Ms. Madeline N., Req. by Sr. Christiana 
Saturday, Novmeber 6 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Millie Sova, Req. by the Sova Family 
 † Wanda Leabu, Req. by Kathy Hoen 
 † Michael Lancaster, Req. by Kathy Lancaster 
5:30 p.m. Confessions 
Sunday, November 7, 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9:15 a.m. Choir Rehearsals 
10 a.m. Mass 
 † Thomas Mazurek, Req. by Adele Mazurek & Family 
 † Mel Weeg & Whitney Lack, Req. by Finley Family 
     5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 

Ongoing 
Book Sale in 

the Parish 
Hall 

Weekly Offering 
October 17                Env. = 61 
Weekly…………………………$1,120.00 
Energy ................................. $10.00 
Grounds Maint ................... $10.00 
Misc. Donations .................. $50.00 
Used Books ........................... $1.00 
Mass Intentions .................. $30.00 
FFC .................................... $245.00 
Religious Ed. ....................... $10.00 
All Saints ............................. $30.00 
Priests’ Retirement ............... $2.00 
Scrapbooking .................... $561.00 
TOTAL………………………...$2,069.00 

Readings for the week of October 31, 2021 
Sunday:   Dt 6:2-6/Heb 7:23-28/Mk 12:28b-34 
Monday: Rv 7:2-4, 9-14/1 Jn 3:1-3/Mt 5:1-12a 
Tuesday: Wis 3:1-9/Rom 5:5-11 or Rom 6:3-9/Jn 6:37-40a 
Wednesday:  Rom 13:8-10/Lk 14:25-33 
Thursday:   Rom 14:7-12/Lk 15:1-10 
Friday: Rom 15:14-21/Lk 16:1-8 
Saturday:  Rom 16:3-9, 16, 22-27/Lk 16:9-15 
Next Sunday: 1 Kgs 17:10-16/Heb 9:24-28/Mk 12:38-44 or 
12:41-44 

          Sanctuary Lamp 
 

  †Hal Wilcocks, 13th Anniversary, req. by  
       Chris Dixon 
                  (Oct. 24 - Nov. 7) 
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Altar Servers Needed 
 Our parish is in great need of more altar 
servers.  The children have to have made 
their First Holy Communion and be in at least 

the third grade.  For more information or to become an 
altar server, call Carolyn Gregones at 734-765-3298. 

Our Prayer List for the Sick 
Frequently parishioners will call to 

place a family member or friend on the 
prayer list for a surgery or brief illness 
and forget to notify the office after 
their recovery.  Our prayer list has 
grown quite extensively so at the 
beginning of each quarter we will be 
refreshing our prayer list for the sick.  If there is someone 
who needs to remain on the sick list, or can be taken off, 
please contact the parish office. 

A Prayer for our Church 
 

Gracious God, we the family of Ss. Simon and Jude, 
thank you for the continuing opportunity to carry 
out our mission of service and outreach to each 

other and the greater community. 
Please show us the way to continue to grow and 

prosper as the Community of Ss. Simon and Jude. 
With heartfelt gratitude and love,  

we pray to you, Lord. Amen. 

Simply Give Meijer Cards 
This year, the Meijer Stores located at 37201 Warren 

Rd. in Westland and 9701 Belleville Rd. in Belleville have 
selected to partner with  St. Mary Outreach Center for 
the Simply Give program from October 3 to Jan1, 2022.  
Every customer who donates $10.00 during this event, 
Meijer will double your donation.  This amount is given 
back to the Outreach Center in the form of cards, which 
will be used throughout the year to purchase much 
needed food.   

Pantry Double Match Day will triple your donations on 
Saturday, December 11, 2021.  For every $10 donation 
card purchased on this date, Meijer will triple the 
amount.  The Center will then receive $30 cards. 

Cards are available in the Gathering Area, or at the 
checkout lanes at both Meijer stores.   

We are very grateful for this opportunity to enhance 
our food supplies. 

If you have any questions, feel free to call the Outreach 
Center at (734) 326-2234.  Thank you for your support! 

The Lighter Side 
Fifth Grade Assignment 
In a Christian School, Students were asked to use TV 

commercials to communicate ideas about God.  Here are 
some of their commercials: 

God is like Bayer Aspirin:  He works miracles. 
God is like a Ford:  He’s got a better idea. 
God is like Coke:  He’s the real thing. 
God is like Hallmark Cards:  He cares enough to send 

His very best. 
God is like Tide:  He gets the stains out others leave 

behind. 
God is like General Electric:  He brings good things to 

life. 
God is like Walmart:  He has everything. 
God is like Alka-Seltzer:  Try Him, you’ll like Him. 
God is like Scotch Tape:  You can’t see Him, but you 

know He’s there. 
God is like Delta:  He’s ready when you are. 
God is like Dial Soap:  Aren’t you glad you have him?  

Don’t you wish everybody did? 
God is like Bounty:  He is the quicker picker upper, can 

handle the though jobs, and He won’t fall apart on you. 
God is like the Energizer Bunny:  He keeps going, and 

going, and going. 
Have a great day! 

The Good Book 
“Most people are bothered by those passages of Scrip-

ture they do not understand, but the passages that 
bother me are those I do understand.” - Mark Twain 
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