
 

Toys & Trains 
 

Sunday, November 28, Noon - 4 p.m. 
Ss. Simon and Jude Church Hall 

Admission: $2 per person, $4 per family 
Food and Refreshments are Available to Purchase 

Over 100 Dealer Tables 
Buy or Swap Toys and Trains 

Sponsored by Ss. Simon and Jude Ushers’ Club 
For more information, call Bob at 734-728-1247 

Ss. Simon and Jude  Church 

32500 Palmer Road   Westland, MI 48186-4773 

catholic 

Parish Mission Statement - We, the community of Ss. Simon and Jude, a family in communion with Jesus Christ, continuously strive to achieve a 
unified and active parish through our commitments to compassion, continuous growth and community outreach. We pledge to achieve our mis-
sion by establishing open relationships of trust in each other in order to selflessly serve our diverse membership.  

Donut Sunday 50-50 
 Congratulations to N. Patterson, who won 

$30 at the October 31st Donut Sunday raffle. 

November 14, 2021 
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

To the PSR students and 
teachers for collecting 
money after mass for the 
past few weeks.  They man-
aged to collect  $329.40 to 
go towards the church’s 

building fund. Thank you all! 

Adult Inquiry for the Church 
(RCIA) Begins 
 Are you interested in joining the Catholic 
Church?  Are you already a pabtized mem-
ber of the Catholic Church, but have not 
completed the sacraments of Eucharist and/

or Confirmation?  Then the Rite of Christian Initiation for 
Adults (RCIA) is for you.  The RCIA is a process for unbap-
tized adults as well as those baptized in another denomi-
nation or those who have not completed the Sacraments 
of Initiation (Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist) to: 

-Learn more about the Catholic Faith 
-Enter the Catholic Church and/or 
-Complete the sacraments of initiation. 
It is also an opportunity for us who are members of the 

Church to refresh our knowledge of our faith and explore 
our faith in greater detail. 

We will begin our RCIA process soon.  If you are inter-
ested, please contact Joyce Bujak at (734) 697-3879 or at 
bujakjoyce@yahoo.com--please put RCIA in the subject 
line, and include your name and phone number in the 
email.  We will contact you with registration information.   

Simply Give Meijer Cards 
This year, the Meijer Stores located at 37201 Warren 

Rd. in Westland and 9701 Belleville Rd. in Belleville have 
selected to partner with  St. Mary Outreach Center for 
the Simply Give program from October 3 to Jan1, 2022.  
Every customer who donates $10.00 during this event, 
Meijer will double your donation.  This amount is given 
back to the Outreach Center in the form of cards, which 
will be used throughout the year to purchase much 
needed food.   

Pantry Double Match Day will triple your donations on 
Saturday, December 11, 2021.  For every $10 donation 
card purchased on this date, Meijer will triple the 
amount.  The Center will then receive $30 cards. 

Cards are available in the Gathering Area, or at the 
checkout lanes at both Meijer stores.   

We are very grateful for this opportunity to enhance 
our food supplies. 

If you have any questions, feel free to call the Outreach 
Center at (734) 326-2234.  Thank you for your support! 
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Sienna  Lombardi 
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Joe Kocsis 
Russ Nowaczck 
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Don Sabourin 
Manuel Sanchez 
Scott Sedlarik  
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Warren Serkin 
David Ted 
Boguslawski 

November 14, 2021 
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

“And then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in the 
clouds’ with great power and glory.” Take a moment to 
ponder these words from today’s Gospel. How does this 
image make you feel? For people to truly understand the 
significance of this message, something profound has to 
happen within. If we find ourselves reacting with a sense 
of dread or fear, we have to 
step back and ask why. Our an-
swer will reveal a great deal 
about our relationship with 
God. It’s hard to fall in love with 
a God of whom we are afraid. 
God does not want us to be 
afraid. Nor does He want us to align our wills to His in 
order to avoid some kind of horrendous eternal conse-
quence. That sounds like too much of a superficial power 
play on the part of God who continues to seek out His 
children in love. 

In order for these words to carry any type of significant 
meaning for us, they have to resonate with and touch us 
on a deeper level. They have to be able to connect some 
dots and have meaning for us in order for this promise to 
change our lives. Sometimes we get preoccupied with 
the uncertainty of our deaths. Not knowing when or how 
we will eventually die can be unsettling. But, more so 
than needing an answer to the “when” of death, the 
“what” of death answer we provide has more signifi-
cance. What happens to us when we die? Whether we 
die during the natural course of our lives or when Christ 
comes again, the experience is the same. If we believe 
that we are meant to live in union with God eternally and 
that death completes and does not diminish us, then it is 
worth our time and effort to wait in vigilant hope of the 
Lord’s coming in glory. Our journey back to God is some-
thing beautiful to be desired, not dreaded or feared. 

Sadly, many folks believe that life is no more than a 
random occurrence without any purposeful direction or 
meaning. Death is simply death and nothing more. For 
them, the Second Coming of Christ and God’s eternal 
promise have no meaning. When we understand the 
truth about who we are, it changes things up. We then 
can see ourselves as works in progress who have the 
choice to either resist the inspirations of the Divine Artist 
or give into the wonderful creativity of His will. Life 
awaiting the fullness of Christ to come becomes an un-
folding of Divine surprises and abundant joy. God is eter-
nally merciful, forgiving, and welcoming. It is only when 
we directly reject this gift and turn our backs on Love 
itself that we have anything to fear. 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  
Giving Until it Hurts 

In the time of Christ, sacrifice was nothing new to the 
Jewish people. The Israelites were experts at sacrifice. 
So, after centuries of every kind of offering imaginable, 
what was so special about Christ’s? What made it so dif-
ferent from the sacrifices offered by the Levitical priests 
for centuries before his death? 

Well, to adequately answer that question would con-
sume whole volumes. And, of course, the first and most 
important reason is that Christ was the son of God and 
the savior of the world, not a random (if “unblemished”) 
lamb offering. It was only by the blood of Christ that we 
could be redeemed. 

But another answer is this: Christ’s sacrifice cost him. In 
fact, it cost him everything. The offerings made by the 
Israelites through their priests cost them too, of course. 
They gave of their flocks, of their household stores, of 
their wealth. But Christ gave differently. He gave of him-
self. He gave until it was all gone. 

Such is the highest form of stewardship: the gift of self 
to the point of discomfort. It can take a multitude of 
forms and I am not saying we are all called to be nailed 
to the cross. In fact, for most of us, our gifts will not in-
volve physical discomfort at all. But certainly, steward-
ship demands discomfort. It demands that we go against 
our human nature of putting ourselves first, of thinking 
primarily of our own needs and desires. And most of all, 
it demands love. For that, above all else, distinguished 
the gift Christ gave us. 
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PARISH DIRECTORY 
Ss. Simon and Jude Catholic Church 

32500 Palmer Rd. — Westland, MI 48186 
Phone 734-722-1343       Fax 734-326-5466 

    Office Hours:  Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-Noon 
    Parish Office E-mail:  pastor@stssimonandjude.com 
    Website:  www.stssimonandjude.com 
    SVDP Office Hours 9 a.m.-Noon Mon, Tues, Thurs. 
 

Rev. Joseph Plawecki, Administrator 
 

     Kristine Melendez, Secretary................................. 722-1343 
     Maria Rivera, Bookkeeper ....................................  722-6830 
     Justin Hammis, Music Director .............................  326-6683 
     Religious Education Office .................................... 326-6814 
     Margaret Reyez, Middle/High School Rel. Ed.. (C) 301-1941 
     Mary Ann Kocsis, Grade School Rel. Ed. ........ (H) 629-4767 
     Sue Webb, Youth Minister ..................................... 788-9362 
     Judy Nichols, Pastoral Council Chair ............. 586-419-5690 
     Sally Sztrecska, Finance Council Chair ................. 729-3965 
     Norm Swope, Ushers’ Club President ............. (H) 595-8327 
     Sherrin Sedlarik, Mother Cabrini Guild Pres.  .. (H) 721-1365 
     Joe Kocsis, Hall Rentals/Funeral Luncheons ........ 410-9613 
     SVDP Office  ......................................................... 326-7323 
      

     Schedule of Masses:  
     Tuesday morning……………………………………..9:00 a.m. 
      Friday morning……………………………………….9:00 a.m. 
      Saturday afternoon ................................................ 4:30 p.m.  
      Sunday morning .................................................. 10:00 a.m. 
       

Baptism 
Parents intending to have their infants and children (ages 0-5) receive 
the Sacrament of Baptism, must first be a registered parishioner. 
Parents must attend one class of instruction the Tuesday evening 
before the scheduled baptism. Baptisms take place the third full 
weekend of the month alternating each month between Saturday and 
Sunday Masses.   

Reconciliation 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. or 
by appointment. There is a Reconciliation Liturgy the first Thursday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m., unless there is a holiday conflict. There are 
additional reconciliation services scheduled during Advent and Lent. 

Anointing of the Sick 
This is primarily a sacrament of physical healing and spiritual 
strengthening. The sacrament is administered to those facing serious 
surgery or illness. If you desire this sacrament, please call the Parish 
Office. We offer a communal Anointing  service in the spring and fall. 

Marriage 
Couples desiring to marry should contact Fr. Joe by calling the parish 
office. Arrangements must be made at least nine (9) months prior to 
the wedding. The couple (or one party) must be a registered parish-
ioner. 

This Week in Our Parish 
 

Saturday, Novmeber 13, St. Frances Xavier Cabrini 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Gilbert Burczycki, Req. by the Burczycki Family 
 † Elizabeth Cubr, Req. by Toni Doupe 
 † Enriqueta & Mateo Gonzales, Req. by Maria Zavala 
5:30 p.m. Confessions 
Sunday, November 14 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9:15 a.m. Choir Rehearsals 
10 a.m. Mass 
 † Maria (Lourdes)Ojeda, Req. by Erika Almanza 
 † Sue Leabu, Req. by Kathy Hoen 
 † Linda Bailey, Req. by Virginia Lear  
     5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 
Monday, November 15 
No Mass 
Tuesday, November 16  
9 a.m. Mass 
Wednesday, November 17, St. Elizabeth of Hungary 
No Mass  
6:15 - 7:30 p.m. Religious Education 
Thursday, November 18 
No Mass 
6 p.m. Committees Meet 
7 p.m. Pastoral Council Meeting 
Friday, November 19 
9 a.m. Mass 
9:30 a.m. Cleaning Group 3 
Saturday, Novmeber 20 
4:30 p.m. Mass/ Baptism 
 † Sr. Geanne Garvin, Req. by the Parish 
 5:30 p.m. Confessions 
Sunday, November 21, Jesus King of the Universe 
9:15 a.m. Choir Rehearsals 
10 a.m. Mass/Catholic Charities Collection 
 † Bob Hoen, Req. by Kathy Hoen 
 † Pat Sullivan, Req. by the Sullivan Family 
 † Gail Romej, Req. by the Romej Family  
     5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 

Ongoing 
Book Sale in 

the Parish 
Hall 

Weekly Offering 
October 31                        Env. = 56 
Weekly…………………………$1,147.00 
Energy ............................... $110.00 
Misc. Donations .................. $91.00 
Christmas Flowers .............. $20.00 
Mass Intentions .................. $15.00 
Religious Ed. ..................... $100.00 
Poor Box ............................... $7.00 
FFC .................................... $305.00 
Mission Sunday .................. $40.00 
50-50 Raffle ........................ $37.00 
Donut Sunday ..................... $67.00 
TOTAL………………………...$1,939.00 

Readings for the week of November 14, 2021 
Sunday:  Dn 12:1-3/Heb 10:11-14, 18/Mk 13:24-32 
Monday: 1 Mc 1:10-15, 41-43, 54-57, 62-63/Lk 18:35-43 
Tuesday: 2 Mc 6:18-31/Lk 19:1-10 
Wednesday: 2 Mc 7:1, 20-31/Lk 19:11-28 
Thursday: 1 Mc 2:15-29/Lk 19:41-44Dedication: Acts 28:11-16, 
30-31/ Mt 14:22-33 
Friday: 1 Mc 4:36-37, 52-59/1 Chron 29:10bcd, 11abc, 11d-
12a, 12bcd [13b]/Lk 19:45-48 
Saturday: 1 Mc 6:1-13/Lk 20:27-40 
Next Sunday: Dn 7:13-14/Rv 1:5-8/Jn 18:33b-37 

Just a Reminder 
If there is an “Out of Order” sign posted on a bathroom 

stall, urinal, sink, etc., please, DO NOT USE IT.  We are 
trying to maintain our church as best we can, and will fix 
it as soon as possible.  Thank you for your cooperation. 


