
Ss. Simon and Jude  Church 

32500 Palmer Road   Westland, MI 48186-4773 

catholic 

Parish Mission Statement - We, the community of Ss. Simon and Jude, a family in communion with Jesus Christ, continuously strive to achieve a 
unified and active parish through our commitments to compassion, continuous growth and community outreach. We pledge to achieve our mis-
sion by establishing open relationships of trust in each other in order to selflessly serve our diverse membership.  

November 13/14 50-50 
 Congratulations to Don Saborin, who won 

$54 at the Nov. 13 After Mass Raffle, and 
also congratulations to Elaine Browalski, 
who won $87 at the Nov. 14 After Mass Raf-
fle. 

The Mother Cabrini Guild is Collecting . . . 
New white socks, t-shirts and calendars for our veter-

ans.  They will be collecting these items from November 
19th through December 12th.  Please place  your un-
wrapped donations in the tote in the gathering area.  
They will be delivered to the Detroit and Ann Arbor VA 
Hospitals the following week.   We thank you in advance 
for your generosity and for remembering those who have 
served our country!   

Christmas Offering Envelopes 
Please remember to turn in your 

Christmas Offering envelopes between 
December 5th and January 9th per the 
Archdiocese.  

You may dedicate your weekly offering toward the 
Christmas Collection through December 31.  If you make 
your donation using a regular weekly envelope, be sure 
to write “Christmas Collection” on the outside of the 
envelope.   

November 28, 2021 
1st Sunday of Advent 

Simply Give Meijer Cards 
This year, the Meijer Stores located at 37201 Warren 

Rd. in Westland and 9701 Belleville Rd. in Belleville have 
selected to partner with  St. Mary Outreach Center for 
the Simply Give program from October 3 to Jan1, 2022.  
Every customer who donates $10.00 during this event, 
Meijer will double your donation.  This amount is given 
back to the Outreach Center in the form of cards, which 
will be used throughout the year to purchase much 
needed food.   

Pantry Double Match Day will triple your donations on 
Saturday, December 11, 2021.  For every $10 donation 
card purchased on this date, Meijer will triple the 
amount.  The Center will then receive $30 cards. 

Cards are available in the Gathering Area, or at the 
checkout lanes at both Meijer stores.   

We are very grateful for this opportunity to enhance 
our food supplies. 

If you have any questions, feel free to call the Outreach 
Center at (734) 326-2234.  Thank you for your support! 
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November 28, 2021 
1st Sunday of Advent 

Staying awake can often be a challenge, especially 
when we are exhausted. Life’s demands have a way of 
zapping every last bit of energy out of us. When we are 
tired it affects us not only physically, but psychologically 
and spiritually as well. All of our senses are dulled and 
diminished. We can overlook details, become disinter-
ested, lethargic and apathetic, and detached. Getting 
sufficient physical rest only helps so much. We need to 
be rejuvenated, refreshed, and reenergized in other 
ways. If we are psychologically exhausted, we need to 
understand what is draining our emotions and taxing our 
relationships. If we are spiritually tired, we need to find 
the necessary “shot in the arm” to put us back in touch 
with God. When we lack energy and zeal it is usually the 
case that everything suffers. We not only are affected 
physically, but psychologically and spiritually as well. In 
short, when we run out of gas the engine stops. 

And yet, our Lord’s directive is clear, “Be vigilant at all 
times.” Even Jesus knew what “the anxieties of daily life” 
can do to us. One day pours into another and time 
quickly flies by. Any one of us can take a moment and 
reflect on how many wonderful, creative opportunities 
we miss because there is always so much “stuff” to do 
and so little time to do it. Usually these are missed mo-
ments of love, and if we are missing love encounters we 
are also missing God. Sleepwalking through life, we check 
the boxes next to our list of “must and have to dos” and 
justify it all by convincing ourselves that tomorrow is an-
other day and there’ll be more time. It may surprise us, 
but tomorrow is here, and time is running out. While we 
may like to believe that we have an “eternity” of time to 
do all those things that require the focus, energy, and 
desire we do not currently have, we don’t. We’re on a 
limited ride and time is short. 

Jesus is also clear on another point. “That day [will] 
catch you by surprise like a trap.” If we are going to be 
judged on love and so easily justify not having all that 
much time to do so, then it seems we must shift focus a 
bit. St. Teresa of Calcutta tells us, “We desire to be able 
to welcome Jesus at Christmas-time, not in a cold man-
ger of our heart, but in a heart full of love and humility, a 
heart so pure, so immaculate, so warm with love for one 
another.” Getting to this place doesn’t “just happen.” It 
requires vigilance and discipline both with a knowledge 
of what is really of importance and what really needs to 
be the focus of our energy and time. Pray, starting now 
and not tomorrow, that we can stay alert, be strength-
ened in our faith, and prepared for whatever will come. 
Don’t miss another opportunity to love. 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  
Preparing the Manger 

Where do you fall in the “Christmas-songs-in-
November” debate — do you like them, tolerate them, 
or outright hate them? There’s no theological problem 
with Christmas songs in November outside of worship, 
even if it’s not everyone’s cup of tea. But there is a prob-
lem with getting so caught up in the baggage of the sea-
son — the trimmings, the gifts, the celebrations, all of 
which are marvelous in their own way — that you forget 
to prepare the manger. 

Every good Catholic knows that Lent is a penitential 
season. It’s hard to miss that point — Lent doesn’t even 
have any fun songs you can groove to on the radio. We 
are pretty good at recognizing that Lent calls us to exam-
ine ourselves. To deny ourselves. To give of ourselves. 
And most of all, Lent calls us to prepare, as a good stew-
ard does, for the return of our master. 

It’s harder for us to remember that with Advent, but 
Advent is just as much of an opportunity for penance, 
preparation, and reconciliation to God — and just as 
much reason, too. The very name of the season — 
“advent” — encourages us to focus on what is coming, 
not what is already here. Be on guard, the readings tell 
us today, “so that your hearts are not weighed down 
with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this 
life, and (the coming of the Lord) catch you unexpect-
edly, like a trap.” 

So let us not forget — our master’s advent is upon us. 
And let us ask ourselves: how can we prepare the man-
ger? 
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SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS! 
Tell them you saw their ad in our bulletin! 

PARISH DIRECTORY 
Ss. Simon and Jude Catholic Church 

32500 Palmer Rd. — Westland, MI 48186 
Phone 734-722-1343       Fax 734-326-5466 

    Office Hours:  Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-Noon 
    Parish Office E-mail:  pastor@stssimonandjude.com 
    Website:  www.stssimonandjude.com 
    SVDP Office Hours 9 a.m.-Noon Mon, Tues, Thurs. 
 

Rev. Joseph Plawecki, Administrator 
 

     Kristine Melendez, Secretary................................. 722-1343 
     Maria Rivera, Bookkeeper ....................................  722-6830 
     Justin Hammis, Music Director .............................  326-6683 
     Religious Education Office .................................... 326-6814 
     Margaret Reyez, Middle/High School Rel. Ed.. (C) 301-1941 
     Mary Ann Kocsis, Grade School Rel. Ed. ........ (H) 629-4767 
     Sue Webb, Youth Minister ..................................... 788-9362 
     Judy Nichols, Pastoral Council Chair ............. 586-419-5690 
     Sally Sztrecska, Finance Council Chair ................. 729-3965 
     Norm Swope, Ushers’ Club President ............. (H) 595-8327 
     Sherrin Sedlarik, Mother Cabrini Guild Pres.  .. (H) 721-1365 
     Joe Kocsis, Hall Rentals/Funeral Luncheons ........ 410-9613 
     SVDP Office  ......................................................... 326-7323 
      

     Schedule of Masses:  
     Tuesday morning……………………………………..9:00 a.m. 
      Friday morning……………………………………….9:00 a.m. 
      Saturday afternoon ................................................ 4:30 p.m.  
      Sunday morning .................................................. 10:00 a.m. 
       

Baptism 
Parents intending to have their infants and children (ages 0-5) receive 
the Sacrament of Baptism, must first be a registered parishioner. 
Parents must attend one class of instruction the Tuesday evening 
before the scheduled baptism. Baptisms take place the third full 
weekend of the month alternating each month between Saturday and 
Sunday Masses.   

Reconciliation 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. or 
by appointment. There is a Reconciliation Liturgy the first Thursday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m., unless there is a holiday conflict. There are 
additional reconciliation services scheduled during Advent and Lent. 

Anointing of the Sick 
This is primarily a sacrament of physical healing and spiritual 
strengthening. The sacrament is administered to those facing serious 
surgery or illness. If you desire this sacrament, please call the Parish 
Office. We offer a communal Anointing  service in the spring and fall. 

Marriage 
Couples desiring to marry should contact Fr. Joe by calling the parish 
office. Arrangements must be made at least nine (9) months prior to 
the wedding. The couple (or one party) must be a registered parish-
ioner. 

This Week in Our Parish 
 

Saturday, Novmeber 27 
    9 a.m. Cleaning Group 4 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Thomas Doupe, Req. by Toni Doupe 
 † Emilia Rivera, 3rd Anniversary, Req. by Maria Rivera 
 5:30 p.m. Confessions 
Sunday, November 28, 1st Sunday of Advent 
9:15 a.m. Choir Rehearsals 
10 a.m. Mass/Catholic Charities Collection 
 † Sue Leabu, Req. by Kathy Hoen 
 † Wanda Leabu, Req. by Kathy Hoen 
    Noon - 4 p.m.  Ushers’ Club Train Show 
    5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 
Monday, November 29 
No Mass 
Tuesday, November 30, St. Andrew of the Apostle  
9 a.m. Mass 
Wednesday, December 1 
No Mass  
6:15 p.m. Religious Education 
Thursday, December 2 
11 a.m. Mass at Village of Westland 
6:30 p.m. Reconciliation Liturgy 
Friday, December 3, St. Francis Xavier 
9 a.m. Mass 
    9:30 a.m. Cleaning Group 1 
Saturday, December 4 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Sr. Mary Carmaline Bielawski, Req. by the Parish 
5:30 p.m. Confessions 
Sunday, December 5, 2nd Sunday of Advent 
9:15 a.m. Choir Rehearsals 
10 a.m. Mass 
 † Ann Mulvaney, Req. by Chris Dixon 
 † Thomas Mazurek, Req. by Adele Mazurek & Family 
    5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 

Ongoing Book 
Sale in the  
Parish Hall 

Weekly Offering 
Nov. 14                        Env. = 46 
Weekly…………………………$1,059.00 
Maintenance ...................... $65.00 
50-50 Raffles .................... $141.00 
Religious Ed. ....................... $95.00 
Funerals ............................ $300.00 
50-50 Raffles .................... $155.00 
Used Books ........................... $3.00 
TOTAL………………………...$1,818.00 

Readings for the week of November 28, 2021 
Sunday: Jer 33:14-16/1 Thes 3:12—4:2/Lk 21:25-28, 34-36 
Monday: Is 2:1-5/Mt 8:5-11 
Tuesday: Rom 10:9-18/Mt 4:18-22 
Wednesday:  Is 25:6-10a/Mt 15:29-37 
Thursday: Is 26:1-6/Mt 7:21, 24-27 
Friday:  Is 29:17-24/Mt 9:27-31 
Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8 
Next Sunday: Bar 5:1-9/Phil 1:4-6, 8-11/Lk 3:1-6 

Just a Reminder 
If there is an “Out of Order” sign posted on a bathroom 

stall, urinal, sink, etc., please, DO NOT USE IT.  We are 
trying to maintain our church as best we can, and will fix 
it as soon as possible.  Thank you for your cooperation. 
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Our Prayer List for the Sick 
Frequently parishioners will call to 

place a family member or friend on the 
prayer list for a surgery or brief illness 
and forget to notify the office after 
their recovery.  Our prayer list has 
grown quite extensively so at the 
beginning of each quarter we will be 
refreshing our prayer list for the sick.  If there is someone 
who needs to remain on the sick list, or can be taken off, 
please contact the parish office. 

A Prayer for our Church 
 

Gracious God, we the family of Ss. Simon and Jude, 
thank you for the continuing opportunity to carry 
out our mission of service and outreach to each 

other and the greater community. 
Please show us the way to continue to grow and 

prosper as the Community of Ss. Simon and Jude. 
With heartfelt gratitude and love,  

we pray to you, Lord. Amen. 

To all the people that 
helped make the Scrap-
booking Event a success!  
Especially to all the people 
who donated items, the 
people who attended, and 
the people who helped with 

the food preparations.  SS Simon and Jude received 
$996.00 from the Scrapbooking Event!  Thank you, 
Sandy Kopcak, for all your hard work. 

Lighter Side 
Signs 
A Lutheran pastor who served a deaf congregation fum-

bled through his sermons weekly.  Although he had a 
good background in sign language, the pastor didn’t 
n=know the sign for “testament”.  So every time he re-
ferred to a Scripture verse, he had to spell out the word 
Old or New and then the word testament. 

One Sunday morning the pastor got creative and in-
vented a sign for the missing word.  When he read from 
the Psalms, he signed ”Old” and then made the sign for 
the letter T.  The congregation giggled.  Then, when he 
read from Luke, he signed “New” and did the same T 
sign.  Again, the congregation giggled. 

After the service, some of the parishioners were still 
giggling as they greeted the pastor.  Finally, a member 
told him: “Do you know what you read today?  You read 
lessons from the old and new toilet.” 

Pull Over 
The pope went to New York City and hailed a cab from 

the airport to St. Patrick’s Church.  Because he was run-
ning late, the pope asked the cabby to speed it up, but 
the cabby refused.  Finally, the frustrated pope de-
manded that the cabby pull over and let him drive. 

As soon as the cabby gave in to the pope’s wish, a po-
liceman stopped them.  When the officer looked inside 
the cab, his eyes widened, and he ran back to his car to 
call the police chief. 

“I’ve stopped a speeding cab, but there’s someone very 
important inside,” he told the chief.  “What do I do?” 

“Give the dirver a ticket, “ the chief growled. 
“But he’s got a very important passenger.” 
“Well, who is it?” the chief asked.  “The mayor?  The 

governor?  The president?” 
“I don’t know,”  the officer replied.  “But the pope is 

driving him.” 

Give SCRIP Gift Cards! 
Are you buying gift cards for 

Christmas?  Do you want to do 
all of your gift card shopping in 
one place?  Would you like to 
support the Parish without spending any extra money? 

SCRIP gift cards will be for sale in the Gathering Area 
the weekend of December 4/5, with pickup on Decem-
ber 11/12.  These are the same gift cards you buy at a 
store, for the same price, with a percentage of the sale 
going to the church. 

Gift card lists are available online at shopwithscrip.com, 
or in the pamphlet kiosk located between the main en-
trance doors.  If you have any questions, please contact 
Loretta Sovel at lsovel@att.net. 
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