
Ss. Simon and Jude  Church 

32500 Palmer Road   Westland, MI 48186-4773 

catholic 

Parish Mission Statement - We, the community of Ss. Simon and Jude, a family in communion with Jesus Christ, continuously strive to achieve a 
unified and active parish through our commitments to compassion, continuous growth and community outreach. We pledge to achieve our mis-
sion by establishing open relationships of trust in each other in order to selflessly serve our diverse membership.  

November 20/21 50-50 
 Congratulations to Kathy Mazurek, who won 

$99 at the Nov. 20 After Mass Raffle, and also 
congratulations to Theresa Bjerk, who won $57 at the 
Nov. 21 After Mass Raffle. 

The Mother Cabrini Guild is Collecting . . . 
New white socks, t-shirts and calendars for our veter-

ans.  They will be collecting these items from November 
19th through December 12th.  Please place  your un-
wrapped donations in the tote in the gathering area.  
They will be delivered to the Detroit and Ann Arbor VA 
Hospitals the following week.   We thank you in advance 
for your generosity and for remembering those who have 
served our country!   

Christmas Offering Envelopes 
Please remember to turn in your 

Christmas Offering envelopes between 
December 5th and January 9th per the 
Archdiocese.  

You may dedicate your weekly offering toward the 
Christmas Collection through December 31.  If you make 
your donation using a regular weekly envelope, be sure 
to write “Christmas Collection” on the outside of the 
envelope.   

December 5, 2021 
2nd Sunday of Advent 

Simply Give Meijer Cards 
This year, the Meijer Stores located at 37201 Warren 

Rd. in Westland and 9701 Belleville Rd. in Belleville have 
selected to partner with  St. Mary Outreach Center for 
the Simply Give program from October 3 to January 1, 
2022.  Every customer who donates $10.00 during this 
event, Meijer will double your donation.  This amount is 
given back to the Outreach Center in the form of cards, 
which will be used throughout the year to purchase 
much needed food.   

Pantry Double Match Day will triple your donations on 
Saturday, December 11, 2021.  For every $10 donation 
card purchased on this date, Meijer will triple the 
amount.  The Center will then receive $30 cards. 

Cards are available in the Gathering Area, or at the 
checkout lanes at both Meijer stores.   

We are very grateful for this opportunity to enhance 
our food supplies. 

If you have any questions, feel free to call the Outreach 
Center at (734) 326-2234.  Thank you for your support! 

Give SCRIP Gift Cards! 
Are you buying gift cards for 

Christmas?  Do you want to do 
all of your gift card shopping in 
one place?  Would you like to 
support the Parish without spending any extra money? 

SCRIP gift cards will be for sale in the Gathering Area 
the weekend of December 4/5, with pickup on Decem-
ber 11/12.  These are the same gift cards you buy at a 
store, for the same price, with a percentage of the sale 
going to the church. 

Gift card lists are available online at shopwithscrip.com, 
or in the pamphlet kiosk located between the main en-
trance doors.  If you have any questions, please contact 
Loretta Sovel at lsovel@att.net. 

Kroger Community Rewards 
If you have a Kroger Plus Card, it is easy to 

enroll in the rewards program to benefit our 
parish —visit www.krogercommunityrewards.com, click 
on Michigan and click on “Enroll.” Ss. Simon and Jude’s 
reward number is EU671. Follow the steps for setting up 
your e-mail account, include your Kroger Plus Card and 
then enroll in the Kroger Community Rewards Program.  
If you don’t wish to enroll, just enter the Parish phone 
number--7347221343.  Thank you for your participation! 

http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com
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Therese Brogowski 
Julie Bjerk 
Barb Phillips 
Jay Richards 
Quincy Frank 
Donna Hiollis 
Lori Mercier 
Rich Nicholson 
Ron Wrobbel 
Erin Maddix 
Delores Hart 
David Boguslawski 
Bob Savage 
Mary Morgan 

Robert Bur 
Taylor Day 
Irene Wurster 
Jo Hamm 
Ron Hays 
Camille Heraghty 
Andy Scheik 
Stacy Peabody 
Mustafa Harasili 
William Haun 
Ezra Mack 
Roberta Tindell 
Henry Johnson 
Becky Martindale 
Rachel Palecki 
Dorthea Hunsinger 
Joseph Smith 
Kevin Pardee 
Ida Pardee 
Everett Watson 

Don Iminski 
Rachel Lear 
Lillian Lombardi 
Sienna  Lombardi 
William Erickson 
Gavin Ramirez 
Rudy Sedlarik 
Jesse Melendez 
Mary Painter 
Brenda Painter 
Carol Mikaelin 
Laura Nowak 
Bill Ziemba 
Journey Rehnlund 
James Peltier 
Eugenia Ozga 
Joe Kocsis 
Russ Nowaczck 
Zack Marsh 

Don Sabourin 
Manuel Sanchez 
Scott Sedlarik  
Chris Trembley 
Patrick Suchy 
Mary Burczycki    
Cohen Frank 
Rose Pieknik 
Doug Vega   
Mike Brookes 
Gerard Painter 
Helena Walczowski 
Paula Rehnlund 
Stan Armstrong 
Cyndi Lombardi 
Rena Laverty 
Warren Serkin 
David Ted 
Boguslawski 

Eucharistic Ministers needed!  Call  
Mary Porter at 734-560-1603. 

December 5, 2021 
2nd Sunday of Advent 

St. Ambrose shares some wisdom on our need to pre-
pare the way and open the door for Christ. “You see that 
when the Word of God knocks hardest on your door, it is 
when his hair is wet with the dew of the night. In fact, he 
chooses to visit those who are 
in tribulation and trial, lest one 
of them be overwhelmed by 
distress. So, his head is cov-
ered with dew, with drops, 
when his body is laboring hard. 
It is important to keep watch 
so that when the Bridegroom comes, he is not shut out. 
If you are asleep and your heart is not keeping watch, he 
will go away without knocking; but if your heart is alert 
for his coming, he knocks and asks for the door to be 
opened to him.” When life gets overwhelming and diffi-
cult and we find ourselves feeling a bit downhearted and 
miserable, these words can bring great comfort. 

We sometimes choose to remain stuck in our uncom-
fortable darkness and being stuck becomes our norm. In 
this time of self-focus our hearts are closed to the graces 
and life God desires to give us. Wrapped in the robe of 
mourning and misery, we fail to see the mercy, justice, 
and love the Bridegroom wants to bring. If we take seri-
ously the need to prepare the way for Christ and open 
our hearts in preparation for his visit, we can hear God’s 
gentle voice calling us deep within. It beckons us to seek 
out its source and discover the inner calm and peace that 
can prevail over the darkness of despair. Sometimes our 
darkness is so dark that it may seem insurmountable. 
Trusting in the spiritual friends who journey with us, and 
God’s promise may bring a glimmer of light even when it 
is most difficult to keep our hearts’ doors open. Some-
times, the only light in the darkness is found in trusting 
the faith of others both past and present. 

We have to trust that God has already begun the ac-
complishment of good work in us and that humanity is 
on an incredible journey to something wonderful and 
awesome. God is not done. When we open the doors of 
our hearts, straighten the paths of our lives, and prepare 
the way, Jesus can come with God’s simple gifts of peace, 
grace, and joy. Life throws a great deal at us. It is easy to 
get tired and confused. We have to train our hearts to 
keep watch, discern what is of value, and forge ahead. 
Not allowing ourselves to become so weighed down by 
things and brought out of focus is a tremendous goal to 
achieve this Advent season. God is knocking. Answer the 
door. You will see and understand life in ways you never 
thought possible before. 

Sanctuary Lamp 
† Ann Mulvaney, Req. by Chris Dixon 

(December 5 - December 19) 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  
God’s Personal Assistants 

If you have ever planned a large-scale event, whether 
it’s a musical performance or a religious conference, you 
may have dealt with someone’s personal assistant. Possi-
bly this person would be a representative of the keynote 
speaker or the master of ceremonies for the local bishop; 
perhaps it’s even the staffer of a local politician or the 
lackey of a well-known musical act. 

Personal assistants are masters of stewardship — over-
seeing things in their boss’ absence. They prepare the 
way. This person’s job is to get everything ready for the 
person in charge, so that when he or she shows up — 
whoever he or she is — it’s smooth sailing for them to do 
whatever it is they need to do: sing, speak, pray, mingle, 
what-have-you. It’s usually a big job full of little things, a 
gig where attention to detail is key. 

God is the guest of honor in our life, the keynote 
speaker, the main event. And what He wants — what He 
needs — to do is to change our hearts. Constantly, over, 
and over, and over again. 

We are all His personal assistants in this endeavor. We 
need to prepare the way of the Lord, to make straight His 
paths. We need to make everything ready so that when 
He shows up — however He shows up, whether it’s in 
the form of a neighbor in need or a burning bush right in 
front of us — everything is ready for Him to do His job. 

Due to lack of funding, the Parish Office will be 
open Monday-Wednesday, 9 a.m. - Noon. 
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PARISH DIRECTORY 
Ss. Simon and Jude Catholic Church 

32500 Palmer Rd. — Westland, MI 48186 
Phone 734-722-1343       Fax 734-326-5466 

    Office Hours:  Monday-Wednesday, 9:00 a.m.-Noon 
    Parish Office E-mail:  pastor@stssimonandjude.com 
    Website:  www.stssimonandjude.com 
    SVDP Office Hours 9 a.m.-Noon Mon, Tues, Thurs. 
 

Rev. Joseph Plawecki, Administrator 
 

     Kristine Melendez, Secretary................................. 722-1343 
     Maria Rivera, Bookkeeper ....................................  722-6830 
     Justin Hammis, Music Director .............................  326-6683 
     Religious Education Office .................................... 326-6814 
     Margaret Reyez, Middle/High School Rel. Ed.. (C) 301-1941 
     Mary Ann Kocsis, Grade School Rel. Ed. ........ (H) 629-4767 
     Sue Webb, Youth Minister ..................................... 788-9362 
     Judy Nichols, Pastoral Council Chair ............. 586-419-5690 
     Sally Sztrecska, Finance Council Chair ................. 729-3965 
     Norm Swope, Ushers’ Club President ............. (H) 595-8327 
     Sherrin Sedlarik, Mother Cabrini Guild Pres.  .. (H) 721-1365 
     Joe Kocsis, Hall Rentals/Funeral Luncheons ........ 410-9613 
     SVDP Office  ......................................................... 326-7323 
      

     Schedule of Masses:  
     Tuesday morning……………………………………..9:00 a.m. 
      Friday morning……………………………………….9:00 a.m. 
      Saturday afternoon ................................................ 4:30 p.m.  
      Sunday morning .................................................. 10:00 a.m. 
       

Baptism 
Parents intending to have their infants and children (ages 0-5) receive 
the Sacrament of Baptism, must first be a registered parishioner. 
Parents must attend one class of instruction the Tuesday evening 
before the scheduled baptism. Baptisms take place the third full 
weekend of the month alternating each month between Saturday and 
Sunday Masses.   

Reconciliation 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. or 
by appointment. There is a Reconciliation Liturgy the first Thursday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m., unless there is a holiday conflict. There are 
additional reconciliation services scheduled during Advent and Lent. 

Anointing of the Sick 
This is primarily a sacrament of physical healing and spiritual 
strengthening. The sacrament is administered to those facing serious 
surgery or illness. If you desire this sacrament, please call the Parish 
Office. We offer a communal Anointing  service in the spring and fall. 

Marriage 
Couples desiring to marry should contact Fr. Joe by calling the parish 
office. Arrangements must be made at least nine (9) months prior to 
the wedding. The couple (or one party) must be a registered parish-
ioner. 

This Week in Our Parish 
 

Saturday, December 4 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Sr. Mary Carmaline Bielawski, Req. by the Parish 
5:30 p.m. Confessions 
Sunday, December 5, 2nd Sunday of Advent 
9:15 a.m. Choir Rehearsals 
10 a.m. Mass 
 † Ann Mulvaney, Req. by Chris Dixon 
 † Thomas Mazurek, Req. by Adele Mazurek & Family 
    5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 
Monday, December 6 
No Mass 
Tuesday, December 7, St. Ambrose  
9 a.m. Mass 
 † Ted Boguslawski, Req. by the Boguslawski Family 
Wednesday, December 8, Immaculate Conception 
9 a.m. Mass  
6:30 p.m. Mass 
Thursday, December 9, St. Juan Diego 
2 p.m. Mass at American House 
Friday, December 10 
9 a.m. Mass 
    9:30 a.m. Cleaning Group 2 
Saturday, December 11 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Ann Tyrchniewicz, Req. by Larry & Maryann T. 
 † Gilbert Burczycki, Req. by The Burczycki Family 
5:30 p.m. Confessions 
Sunday, December 12, 3rd Sunday of Advent 
9:15 a.m. Choir Rehearsals 
10 a.m. Mass/Retirement for Religious Collection 
 † Cindy Fyfe, Req. by Chris Dixon 
 † Al Pieknik & Lisa Corey, Req. by Rose Pieknik 
    5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 

Ongoing 
Book Sale 

 in the  
Parish Hall 

Weekly Offering 
Nov. 21                             Env. = 49 
Weekly…………………………$1,121.00 
Maintenance ...................... $30.00 
50-50 Raffles .................... $156.00 
All Saints. ............................ $10.00 
Funerals ............................ $150.00 
Christmas Flowers .............. $75.00 
Energy ................................. $35.00 
Used Books ........................... $2.00 
Misc. Donations .................. $60.00 
FFC ...................................... $10.00 
Mass Intentions .................. $60.00 
TOTAL………………………...$1,709.00 
Online Giving for Oct....$3,018.50 
 

Readings for the week of December 5, 2021 
Sunday: Bar 5:1-9/Phil 1:4-6, 8-11/Lk 3:1-6 
Monday: Is 35:1-10/Lk 5:17-26 
Tuesday: Is 40:1-11/Mt 18:12-14 
Wednesday: Gn 3:9-15, 20/Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38 
Thursday: Is 41:13-20/Mt 11:11-15 
Friday:  Is 48:17-19/Mt 11:16-19 
Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Mt 17:9a, 10-13 
Next Sunday: Zep 3:14-18a/Is12:2-3, 4, 5-6 [6]/Phil 4:4-7/Lk 
3:10-18  

Lectors/Commentators needed!  Call  
Kathy Lancaster at 734-729-5277. 

Holiday Bulletin Schedule 
Articles Due: 

Friday, December 3 . . . . . . . 
Thursday, December 9 . . . . . 
Wednesday, December 15 . . 
Tuesday, December 21 . . . . . 

For Bulletin: 
. . . . . . . . . . .December 12 
. . . . . . . . . . .December 19 
. . . . . . . . . .  December 26 
. . . . . . . . . . January 2 


