
Book Discussion Group 
 We will be meeting  at 7 p.m. in the Fr. Nie-

carz Hall on Thursday, January 13, to discuss 
The Stranger in the Boat by Mitch Album. 
Please join us for a very interesting evening!  

  -Margaret Reyez & Kathy Lancaster 

32500 Palmer Road   Westland, MI 48186-4773 
734-722-1343   www.stssimonandjude.com 

January 9, 2022 
The Baptism of the Lord 

Parish Mission Statement - We, the community of Ss. Simon and Jude, a family in communion with Jesus Christ, continuously strive to achieve a 
unified and active parish through our commitments to compassion, continuous growth and community outreach. We pledge to achieve our mis-
sion by establishing open relationships of trust in each other in order to selflessly serve our diverse membership.  

December 26 50-50 
 Congratulations to Toni Doupe, who won $58 

at the Dec. 26 After Mass Raffle! 

Ss. Simon and Jude  Catholic Church 

Reminder: COVID-19 Liturgical Protocols 
With the rise in COVID-19 infections and, particularly, 
hospitalizations in our community, we wish to remind all 
parishes of our current COVID-19 protocols. 

With the recent increase in COVID-19 cases in Michi-
gan, and the approaching winter season, we wish to re-
mind clergy and parishes of the Archdiocese of Detroit’s 
current guidelines for liturgies:  the Archdiocese of De-
troit encourages Mass-goers, regardless of vaccination 
status, to wear face-coverings and to practice social dis-
tancing to reduce exposure to COVID-19 

The Archdiocese of Detroit strongly recommends that 
each pastor/In Solidum team should evaluate their loca-
tion in the Archdiocese and implement the following pro-
tocols: 

 Establish an area where social distancing is ob-
served 

 Strongly encourage masking and social distancing 
for all Mass-goers 

 Require all who distribute Holy Communion to 
wear face-coverings and use hand sanitizer 

 Hang signage indicating masking and social distanc-
ing are strongly encouraged 

 Ensure that hand sanitizer is readily available at 
church entrances and near the sanctuary 

 Evaluate space for the choir, and strongly recom-
mend that those who are unvaccinated do not par-
ticipate in the choir at this time 

The faithful are reminded that particular dispensations 
from the obligation to participate in Holy Mass remain in 
effect for people who are ill or who find themselves in 
other specific circumstances. More information is avail-
able at aod.org/emergencyresponse 

https://www.aod.org/emergencyresponse
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Please contact the parish office if there is someone that no 
longer needs to be on our prayer/sick list.  Thank you. 

Therese Brogowski 
Julie Bjerk 
Barb Phillips 
Jay Richards 
Quincy Frank 
Donna Hiollis 
Lori Mercier 
Rich Nicholson 
Ron Wrobbel 
Erin Maddix 
Delores Hart 
David Boguslawski 
Bob Savage 
Mary Morgan 

Robert Bur 
Taylor Day 
Irene Wurster 
Jo Hamm 
Ron Hays 
Camille Heraghty 
Andy Scheik 
Stacy Peabody 
Mustafa Harasili 
William Haun 
Ezra Mack 
Roberta Tindell 
Henry Johnson 
Becky Martindale 
Rachel Palecki 
Dorthea Hunsinger 
Joseph Smith 
Kevin Pardee 
Ida Pardee 
Everett Watson 

Don Iminski 
Rachel Lear 
Lillian Lombardi 
Sienna  Lombardi 
William Erickson 
Gavin Ramirez 
Rudy Sedlarik 
Jesse Melendez 
Mary Painter 
Brenda Painter 
Carol Mikaelin 
Laura Nowak 
Bill Ziemba 
Journey Rehnlund 
James Peltier 
Eugenia Ozga 
Joe Kocsis 
Russ Nowaczck 
Zack Marsh 

Don Sabourin 
Manuel Sanchez 
Scott Sedlarik  
Chris Trembley 
Patrick Suchy 
Mary Burczycki    
Cohen Frank 
Rose Pieknik 
Doug Vega   
Mike Brookes 
Gerard Painter 
Helena Walczowski 
Paula Rehnlund 
Stan Armstrong 
Cyndi Lombardi 
Rena Laverty 
Warren Serkin 
David Ted 
Boguslawski 

Eucharistic Ministers needed!  Call  
Mary Porter at 734-560-1603. 

January 9, 2022 
The Baptism of the Lord 

“We are called to live our baptism every day, as new 
creatures, clothed in Christ.”  

— Pope Francis 
What reference point do you use when making deci-

sions? Many times, impulse takes control and decisions 
are made based solely on emotion and desire. We all 
know that these types of decisions can often get us into 
trouble. When a person has a confident sense of who 
they are and a real understanding of what is important 
and of value, the likelihood of kneejerk impulsive choices 
diminishes. Baptism gives us what we need to make well 
informed and purposeful 
decisions. By this simple 
gesture, God claims us as 
His own and provides us 
with the identity and pur-
pose we need to properly 
live life.  

It is tremendously reas-
suring, when we truly embrace this revelation and realize 
that we no longer have to wonder about the purpose of 
our lives or struggle to find our way. The answer of who 
we are in God has been given to us. We no longer have 
to fumble around, trip over ourselves or walk aimlessly 
about. Issues surrounding the sacredness of life, the 
meaning of death, the protection of those most vulner-
able, care for the weak and the poor, offering hospitality 
to those in search of a home, the purpose and proper 
place of work, how to create a just social order, caring 
for creation, and understanding our roles as heralds and 
stewards are just a few of the wonderful gifts baptism 
brings. When we make decisions based on things such as 
these core Gospel truths we really act as Christ himself, 
revealing to others the new creations that we are. This is 
how we live our baptism. 

It is difficult to walk against the tide. Yet, that is pre-
cisely what baptism calls us to do. Although we are sin-
ners, in need of mercy and far from perfection we are 
called to order our life and make decisions based upon 
the wisdom and guidance of Almighty God. He alone is 
the one who can claim us as His sons and daughters. 
Standing up for our principles will not make us popular. 
But who ever said Christianity is a popularity contest? 
Baptism calls us to stand up for that which goes against 
the grain of secularism. Standing in line with other sin-
ners, we have our anchor to steady us in the tempests of 
life and God is very pleased. Forge ahead. There is noth-
ing to fear. 
©LPi 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  
I Hope I Am Like Him 

“Who is this Christ? Is he like you?” 
Perhaps you’ve heard this story, often attributed to the 

life of St. Teresa of Calcutta. A sick man asked her this 
question, as he marveled at her tireless service to himself 
and others in the name of someone named Jesus Christ. 

“He is nothing like me,” the saint is said to have an-
swered. “But I hope I am like him.” 

Though the authenticity of this exchange cannot be 
verified, its message rings perfectly true: all the value of 
our stewardship lies in its relativity to the one in whose 
name we perform it. 

Consider the figure of John the Baptist — a magnifi-
cent, towering character even purely from a literary or 
historical perspective. A martyr who fed on wild locusts 
and boldly spoke truth to power — a man so great some 
mistook him for the Messiah. 

But why is he great? Because he prepared the way. All 
his accomplishments and escapades mean nothing if they 
are taken out of the context of salvation history. He only 
makes sense relative to Christ — and this is exactly as he 
wanted it. “One worthier than I is coming,” he insists. 
And because of that humility and that total embrace of 
God’s will, he is given one of the greatest honors in the 
New Testament — he baptizes the Son of God. 

Let’s examine our lives in the light of their relativity to 
Christ. How do we prepare the way? When Christ comes 
to us, what do we do? How do we leave ourselves open 
to be actors in God’s plan? 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS! 
Tell them you saw their ad in our bulletin! 

PARISH DIRECTORY 
Ss. Simon and Jude Catholic Church 

32500 Palmer Rd. — Westland, MI 48186 
Phone 734-722-1343       Fax 734-326-5466 

    Office Hours:  Monday-Wednesday, 9:00 a.m.-Noon 
    Parish Office E-mail:  pastor@stssimonandjude.com 
    Website:  www.stssimonandjude.com 
    SVDP Office Hours 9 a.m.-Noon Mon, Tues, Thurs. 
 

Rev. Joseph Plawecki, Administrator 
 

     Kristine Melendez, Secretary................................. 722-1343 
     Maria Rivera, Bookkeeper ....................................  722-6830 
     Justin Hammis, Music Director .............................  326-6683 
     Religious Education Office .................................... 326-6814 
     Margaret Reyez, Middle/High School Rel. Ed.. (C) 301-1941 
     Mary Ann Kocsis, Grade School Rel. Ed. ........ (H) 629-4767 
     Sue Webb, Youth Minister ..................................... 788-9362 
     Karen Finley, Pastoral Council Chair  ............. 734-788-7716 
     Sally Sztrecska, Finance Council Chair ................. 729-3965 
     Norm Swope, Ushers’ Club President ............. (H) 595-8327 
     Sherrin Sedlarik, Mother Cabrini Guild Pres.  .. (H) 721-1365 
     Joe Kocsis, Hall Rentals/Funeral Luncheons ........ 410-9613 
     SVDP Office  ......................................................... 326-7323 
      

     Schedule of Masses:  
     Tuesday morning……………………………………..9:00 a.m. 
      Friday morning……………………………………….9:00 a.m. 
      Saturday afternoon ................................................ 4:30 p.m.  
      Sunday morning .................................................. 10:00 a.m. 
       

Baptism 
Parents intending to have their infants and children (ages 0-5) receive 
the Sacrament of Baptism, must first be a registered parishioner. 
Parents must attend one class of instruction the Tuesday evening 
before the scheduled baptism. Baptisms take place the third full 
weekend of the month alternating each month between Saturday and 
Sunday Masses.   

Reconciliation 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. or 
by appointment. There is a Reconciliation Liturgy the first Thursday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m., unless there is a holiday conflict. There are 
additional reconciliation services scheduled during Advent and Lent. 

Anointing of the Sick 
This is primarily a sacrament of physical healing and spiritual 
strengthening. The sacrament is administered to those facing serious 
surgery or illness. If you desire this sacrament, please call the Parish 
Office. We offer a communal Anointing  service in the spring and fall. 

Marriage 
Couples desiring to marry should contact Fr. Joe by calling the parish 
office. Arrangements must be made at least nine (9) months prior to 
the wedding. The couple (or one party) must be a registered parish-
ioner. 

This Week in Our Parish 
 

Saturday,  January 8 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Thomas Doupe, Req. by Toni Doupe 
5:30 p.m. Confessions 
Sunday,  January 9, Baptism of the Lord 
9:15 a.m. Choir Rehearsals 
10 a.m. Mass 
 † Robert Lear., Req. by Virginia Lear 
 † Mary Dean, Req. by Virginia Lear 
    5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 
Monday, January 10 
No Mass 
Tuesday, January 11 
9 a.m. Mass 
Wednesday, January 12 
No Mass  
Thursday, January 13 
2 p.m. Mass at American House 
Friday, January 14 
9 a.m. Mass 
 Josephine Ibeawuchi Birthday, Req. by Sr. Isadore 
Saturday,  January 15 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Gilbert Burczycki,  Req. by The Burczycki Family 
 Sr. Isadore Birthday, Req. by Sr. Isadore 
Sunday,  January 9, Baptism of the Lord 
9:15 a.m. Choir Rehearsals 
10 a.m. Mass 
 Sr. Isadore Birthday, Req. by Sr. Isadore 
 † Al Pieknik & Lisa Corey, Req. by Joyce Bell 
    5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers    

Ongoing 
Book Sale 

 in the  
Parish Hall 

Weekly Offering 
Dec. 19                             Env. = 77 
Weekly………….………………..$245.00 
Poor Box ............................... $7.00 
50-50 Raffles .................... $117.00 
Christmas. .................... $11,109.00 
Holy Days ............................ $25.00 
FFC ...................................... $50.00 
Little Books ........................... $5.00 
TOTAL……………………….$11,558.00 

Readings for the week of January 09, 2022 
Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Acts 10:34-38/Lk 3:15-16, 21-22 
  or, Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Lk 3:15-16, 21-22 
Monday: 1 Sm 1:1-8/Mk 1:14-20 
Tuesday: 1 Sm 1:9-20/1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd/Mk 1:21-28 
Wednesday: 1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20/Mk 1:29-39 
Thursday: 1 Sm 4:1-11/Mk 1:40-45 
Friday: 1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a/Mk 2:1-12 
Saturday:  1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1a/Mk 2:13-17  
Next Sunday: Is 62:1-5/1 Cor 12:4-11/Jn 2:1-11 

Sanctuary Lamp 
† Russ Lozon, 4th Ann., Req. by Chris Dixon 

(December 26 - January 9) 


