
Book Discussion Group 
 We will be meeting  at 6:30 p.m. in the 

Fr. Niecarz Hall on Thursday, February 10, 
to discuss The Chicken Sisters by K.J. 
Dell’Antonia. Please join us for a very inter-
esting evening!  

  -Margaret Reyez & Kathy Lancaster 

Toys and Trains 

Sunday, February 6 - Noon-4 p.m. 
Ss. Simon and Jude Church Hall 

Admission: $2 per person, $4 per family 
Food and Refreshments are Available to Purchase 

Over 100 Dealer Tables 
Buy or Swap Toys and Trains 

Sponsored by Ss. Simon and Jude Ushers’ Club 
For more information, call Bob at 734-728-1247 

32500 Palmer Road   Westland, MI 48186-4773 
734-722-1343   www.stssimonandjude.com 

January 30, 2022 
4th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Parish Mission Statement - We, the community of Ss. Simon and Jude, a family in communion with Jesus Christ, continuously strive to achieve a 
unified and active parish through our commitments to compassion, continuous growth and community outreach. We pledge to achieve our mis-
sion by establishing open relationships of trust in each other in order to selflessly serve our diverse membership.  

January 16th 50-50 
 Congratulations to Connie Williams, who won 

$50 at the Jan. 16 After Mass Raffle! 
Eucharistic Ministers needed!  Call  

Mary Porter at 734-560-1603. 

Lectors/Commentators needed!  Call  
Kathy Lancaster at 734-729-5277. 

Alter Servers Needed 
Our parish is in great need of more 

altar servers.  The children have to have 
made their First Holy Communion and 
be in at least the third grade.  For more 
information , call Carolyn Gregones at 
734-765-3298. 

Ss. Simon and Jude  Catholic Church 
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Therese Brogowski 
Julie Bjerk 
Barb Phillips 
Jay Richards 
Quincy Frank 
Donna Hiollis 
Lori Mercier 
Rich Nicholson 
Judy FitzPatrick 
Erin Maddix 
Delores Hart 
David Boguslawski 
Bob Savage 
Mary Morgan 

Robert Bur 
Taylor Day 
Irene Wurster 
Jo Hamm 
Ron Hays 
Camille Heraghty 
Andy Scheik 
Stacy Peabody 
Mustafa Harasili 
William Haun 
Ezra Mack 
Roberta Tindell 
Henry Johnson 
Becky Martindale 
Rachel Palecki 
Dorthea Hunsinger 
Joseph Smith 
Kevin Pardee 
Ida Pardee 
Everett Watson 

Don Iminski 
Rachel Lear 
Lillian Lombardi 
Sienna  Lombardi 
William Erickson 
Gavin Ramirez 
Rudy Sedlarik 
Jesse Melendez 
Mary Painter 
Brenda Painter 
Carol Mikaelin 
Laura Nowak 
Bill Ziemba 
Journey Rehnlund 
James Peltier 
Eugenia Ozga 
Joe Kocsis 
Russ Nowaczck 
Zack Marsh 

Don Sabourin 
Manuel Sanchez 
Scott Sedlarik  
Chris Trembley 
Patrick Suchy 
Mary Burczycki    
Cohen Frank 
Rose Pieknik 
Doug Vega   
Mike Brookes 
Gerard Painter 
Helena Walczowski 
Paula Rehnlund 
Stan Armstrong 
Cyndi Lombardi 
Rena Laverty 
Warren Serkin 
David Ted 
Boguslawski 

January 30, 2022 
4th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

St. Oscar Romero (1917-1980) was a “Salvadoran Ro-
man Catholic archbishop who was a vocal critic of the 
violent activities of government armed forces, right-wing 
groups, and leftist guerrillas involved in El Salvador’s civil 
conflict (Encyclopedia Britannica).” As a voice of the 
voiceless, he was an outspoken champion of the poor 
who were the ones most affected by the civil unrest and 
violence. His advocacy provoked several attempts on his 
life. Nonetheless, St. Oscar 
Romero was convinced that 
before all else his faith in the 
resurrected Christ and the 
values of the Gospel 
trumped any earthly con-
cern or worry. He walked 
with complete confidence and trust. On March 24, 1980, 
St. Oscar Romero was assassinated while celebrating 
Mass. Such is often the fate of those who challenge the 
socio-political agendas of the day. 

We may look at the example of witness of St. Oscar Ro-
mero as something extraordinary. In one sense it is. 
Through the power of God, an ordinary human being did 
extraordinary things. But, in and of himself, St. Oscar Ro-
mero was simply a humble, loving servant of God. Oscar 
knew not only the power of love but the risk that comes 
when loving unconditionally. The beauty of God’s mes-
sage was able to shine in and through him because he 
was able to step out of the way and be a vessel. One can 
assume that for St. Oscar Romero, one’s earthly life has 
no merit when faith, integrity, conviction, zeal and love 
are jettisoned. Fear and apprehension had no grip on this 
man who not only saw but spoke the truth. 

Do we speak the truth? It makes us feel good to speak 
of God as love. But have we ever considered the ramifi-
cations of this radical message? There are assaults on 
human life occurring daily. More and more the value and 
worth of a human being is being reduced and minimal-
ized. We are becoming widgets in the production of life. 
In our whole simple humble ways, we too are called to 
be prophets. Knowing who you are and what is within 
your means to do, how can you make God’s love real, 
stand up for what is right, and give witness to the sacred-
ness of all that is around you? 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  
First Corinthians and the Stewardship of Social Me-
dia 

“Love is patient, love is kind …” As familiar as these 
words are, they never seem to stray into the territory of 
becoming trite or silly. At their core they communicate a 
truth about us and about our Creator that never fails to 
inspire. 

But despite the fact that you’ve probably heard it at 
many weddings over time, First Corinthians isn’t just for 
newlyweds. It wasn’t written for married folks. It’s for 
every single one of us, in every state of life and every 
social situation, in every country and culture and lan-
guage across the globe. 

Which means that First Corinthians is even for the 
online world. It’s for Facebook and Twitter and Instagram 
and all the other platforms I’m forgetting (there seems to 
be a new one every day, doesn’t there?). 

A sense of division — whether rooted in politics, cul-
ture or anything else — is growing in our world, and it’s 
never more obvious than when we observe interactions 
online. It is far easier, after all, to remember what love is 
when a human being of flesh and blood stands before us. 
When all we see is an avatar or a profile picture on a 
screen — especially accompanied by an opinion with 
which we vehemently disagree — even the most loving 
Christians can throw First Corinthians out the window. 

As everyday stewards we know that we are charged to 
be not only gracious but grateful. We receive others but 
we also give thanks for what they bring to us — even if 
that’s an opportunity to “strive eagerly for the greatest 
spiritual gifts.” 
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SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS! 
Tell them you saw their ad in our bulletin! 

PARISH DIRECTORY 
Ss. Simon and Jude Catholic Church 

32500 Palmer Rd. — Westland, MI 48186 
Phone 734-722-1343       Fax 734-326-5466 

    Office Hours:  Monday-Wednesday, 9:00 a.m.-Noon 
    Parish Office E-mail:  pastor@stssimonandjude.com 
    Website:  www.stssimonandjude.com 
    SVDP Office Hours 9 a.m.-Noon Mon, Tues, Thurs. 
 

Rev. Joseph Plawecki, Administrator 
 

     Kristine Melendez, Secretary................................. 722-1343 
     Maria Rivera, Bookkeeper ....................................  722-6830 
     Justin Hammis, Music Director .............................  326-6683 
     Religious Education Office .................................... 326-6814 
     Margaret Reyez, Middle/High School Rel. Ed.. (C) 301-1941 
     Mary Ann Kocsis, Grade School Rel. Ed. ........ (H) 629-4767 
     Sue Webb, Youth Minister ..................................... 788-9362 
     Karen Finley, Pastoral Council Chair  ............. 734-788-7716 
     Sally Sztrecska, Finance Council Chair ................. 729-3965 
     Norm Swope, Ushers’ Club President ............. (H) 595-8327 
     Sherrin Sedlarik, Mother Cabrini Guild Pres.  .. (H) 721-1365 
     Joe Kocsis, Hall Rentals/Funeral Luncheons ........ 410-9613 
     SVDP Office  ......................................................... 326-7323 
      

     Schedule of Masses:  
      Saturday afternoon ................................................ 4:30 p.m.  
      Sunday morning .................................................. 10:00 a.m. 
       

Baptism 
Parents intending to have their infants and children (ages 0-5) receive 
the Sacrament of Baptism, must first be a registered parishioner. 
Parents must attend one class of instruction the Tuesday evening 
before the scheduled baptism. Baptisms take place the third full 
weekend of the month alternating each month between Saturday and 
Sunday Masses.   

Reconciliation 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. or 
by appointment. There is a Reconciliation Liturgy the first Thursday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m., unless there is a holiday conflict. There are 
additional reconciliation services scheduled during Advent and Lent. 

Anointing of the Sick 
This is primarily a sacrament of physical healing and spiritual 
strengthening. The sacrament is administered to those facing serious 
surgery or illness. If you desire this sacrament, please call the Parish 
Office. We offer a communal Anointing  service in the spring and fall. 

Marriage 
Couples desiring to marry should contact Fr. Joe by calling the parish 
office. Arrangements must be made at least nine (9) months prior to 
the wedding. The couple (or one party) must be a registered parish-
ioner. 

This Week in Our Parish 
 

Saturday,  January 29 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Pat Troschinetz, Req. by Chris Dixon 
 † Walter Mandruch, 18th Ann., Req. by Chris Dixon 
 † Frances Lents, 27 Ann., Req. by Chris Dixon 
5:30 p.m. Confessions 
Sunday,  January 30, 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9:15 a.m. Choir Rehearsals 
10 a.m. Mass 
 † Ann Boguslawski, 15th Ann., Req. by the  
    Boguslawski Family 
    5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers    
Monday, January 31, St. John Bosco 
No Mass 
Tuesday, February 1 
No Mass 
Wednesday, February 2, Presentation of the Lord 
No Mass  
  6:15 Religious Education 
Thursday, February 3 
11 a.m. Mass at Village of Westland 
6:30 p.m. Reconciliation Liturgy 
Friday, February 4 
No Mass 
 9:30 a.m. Cleaning Group 1 
Saturday,  February 5, St. Agatha 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Joe Randazzo, Req. by Renee Plante 
 † Joseph Cubr, Req. by Toni Doupe 
 † Joanne Vasely, Req. by Tom Kyle 
5:30 p.m. Confessions 
Sunday,  February 6, 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9:15 a.m. Choir Rehearsals 
10 a.m. Mass 
 † Renee Wrobbel, Req. by the Collins & Quesada 
Families 
 † Orville Bezemek, Req. by the Thayer Family 
    5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers    
     

Ongoing 
Book Sale 

 in the  
Parish Hall 

Weekly Offering 
Jan. 16                              Env. = 55 
Weekly……...………………..$1,683.00 
Poor Box ............................... $7.00 
50-50 Raffles ...................... $76.00 
Easter................................ $100.00 
Holy Days .............................. $5.00 
FFC ...................................... $30.00 
Energy ............................... $103.00 
Grounds/Maint ................... $15.00 
Religious Education ............ $35.00 
Mass Intentions ................ $410.00 
Funerals ............................ $200.00 
TOTAL………………………...$2,664.00 
 
Online Giving Nov/Dec . $4,762.00 

Readings for the week of January 30, 2022 
Sunday: Jer 1:4-5, 17-19/1 Cor 12:31—13:13 or 13:4-13/Lk 
4:21-30 
Monday: 2 Sm 15:13-14, 30; 16:5-13/Mk 5:1-20 
Tuesday: 2 Sm 18:9-10, 14b, 24-25a, 30—19:3/Mk 5:21-43 
Wednesday: Mal 3:1-4/Heb 2:14-18/Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22-32 
Thursday: 1 Kgs 2:1-4, 10-12/1 Chr 29:10, 11ab, 11d-12a, 
12bcd/Mk 6:7-13 
Friday: Sir 47:2-11/Mk 6:14-29 
Saturday: 1 Kgs 3:4-13/Mk 6:30-34 
Next Sunday: Is 6:1-2a, 3-8/1 Cor 15:1-11 or 15:3-8, 11/ 
  Lk 5:1-11  
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Additional Help Needed for Cleaning 
At this time, we desperately need volunteers for our 

parish cleaning group that cleans the second Thursday of 
the month at 6 p.m.  The group has dwindled to just one 
volunteer due to health issues, job schedules, etc. This 
time could be changed to the second Friday at 9:30 a.m. 
if that works better for a group of volunteers. The time 
commitment is about an hour when the group is large 
enough. If no volunteers come forward, we will have to 
discontinue the second week which will impact keeping 
our church’s appearance looking good.  

The schedule is adjusted when there are 5 Fridays in a 
month, but the goal is to have a group cleaning each 
week. Please call Johanna Gajda at 734-652-8044 for 
more information or to volunteer.  

Saturday, February 19 
9 a.m. — 9 p.m. 

Ss. Simon and Jude Parish Hall 
$35 per person full day  
$20 per person half day 

Vendors will be available. 
Light breakfast, lunch, dinner, snacks will be provided. 

Public Welcome 

Sandy — 734-721-4867 or sandrakopcak@gmail.com  
or jhollenbeck514@gmail.com 

A Prayer for our Church 
 

Gracious God, we the family of Ss. Simon and Jude, 
thank you for the continuing opportunity to carry 
out our mission of service and outreach to each 

other and the greater community. 
Please show us the way to continue to grow and 

prosper as the Community of Ss. Simon and Jude. 
With heartfelt gratitude and love,  

we pray to you, Lord. Amen. 

There will be no more  
weekday Masses until Lent. 

Sanctuary Lamp 
For Sr. Isadore on her birthday/New Year  

(January 16 - March 13) 
† Pat Troschinetz, Req. by Chris Dixon 

(January 23 - February 6) 
† Walter Mandruch, Req. by Chris Dixon 

(January 23 - February 6) 
† Frances Lents, Req. by Chris Dixon 

(January 23 - February 6) 

Lighter Side 
Divine Delivery 
A businessman ordered flowers to be sent to the open-

ing of his friend’s new branch office. When the business-
man got to the event, he was shocked to see the flowers 
with the inscription “Rest in Peace.” He was so outraged 
that he stopped at the florist to complain. 

“It could be worse,” the florist said, “Just think: Today 
someone was buried beneath a floral arrangement with 
the inscription ‘Congratulations on Your New Location!’” 

One for Every Room 
One Sunday our priest announced he was passing out 

miniature crosses made of palm leaves. "Put this cross in 
the room where your family argues most," he advised. 
"When you look at it, the cross will remind you that God 
is watching." 

As I was leaving church, the woman in front of me 
walked up to the priest, shook his hand, and said, "I’ll 
take five." 

Confession 
En route to church to make his first confession, my 

nervous seven-year-old grandson asked me what he 
could expect. 

"Confession is where you tell all the bad things you’ve 
done to the priest," I told him. He looked relieved.  

"Good. I haven’t done anything bad to the priest." 
©LPi 
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