
Book Discussion Group 
 We will be meeting  at 6:30 p.m. in the 

Fr. Niecarz Hall on Thursday, March 10, to 
discuss The Book of Lost Names by Kristan 
Harmel. Please join us for a very interest-
ing evening!  

  -Margaret Reyez & Kathy Lancaster 

32500 Palmer Road   Westland, MI 48186-4773 
734-722-1343   www.stssimonandjude.com 

March 6, 2022 
First Sunday of Lent 

Parish Mission Statement - We, the community of Ss. Simon and Jude, a family in communion with Jesus Christ, continuously strive to achieve a 
unified and active parish through our commitments to compassion, continuous growth and community outreach. We pledge to achieve our mis-
sion by establishing open relationships of trust in each other in order to selflessly serve our diverse membership.  

February 19/20 50-50 
 Congratulations to Nancy Patterson, who won 

$60 at the Saturday, Feb. 19 After Mass Raffle, 
and also congratulations to Debbie Wieczorek., 
who won $83 at the Sunday, Feb. 20 After Mass 
Raffle! 

Friday, March 18, 6:30 p.m. 
Presented by the Worship 
Committee 

“Right to Life” Baby Shower 
 Sunday, March 13 from 11 - 4 p.m.  

We will play silly games and have lunch. 
That’s all!  You may bring your 
unwrapped gift to the shower or place it under the giving 
tree in the gathering area. Please join us for fun and 
food!  Donated items (sizes 3-6 months) will benefit 
“Wee Care”.  RSVP Joan Carr at 313-727-4528 if you plan 
to attend.  Thank you! 

 GIFT SUGGESTIONS 
Sleepers, onesies, socks, receiving blankets, crib sheets, diapers 

(size 1 to size 4),     baby wipes, washcloths, towels,  
pacifiers, bottles, bibs, baby personal    hygiene items, gift 

cards, cash donations   & more! 

To Sandy Kopcak for all her time and 
effort in making the Scrapbooking 
Event a success.  She raised a total 
of $1,183.50 for the Church! 

Ss. Simon and Jude  Catholic Church 

Coming Soon to Our Church, the Parish 
Council will be holding a Basket Raffle.  Categories are: 1. 
Games/Sports, 2. Kids (12 & under), 3. Adult, 4. Dinner & 
a Movie.  If you would like to contribute to the baskets, 
we would appreciate it!  Contact Karolyn Gregones at 
734-765-3298.  Thank you! 

Come join us for our 
Lenten dinners on Friday 
March 4th, Friday March 
18th and Friday April 1st. 
Pricing for Lenten dinners 
will be $10 for a full dinner 
and $7 for a grilled cheese 
or macaroni and cheese 

dinner. Please note we are only doing dinners on these 3 
dates. We look forward to seeing you join us for this time 
of our community sharing a meal together.  
 
Sponsored by The Ushers Club  

Garage Sale Meeting 
It’s planning time again for SS Simon and Jude Garage 

Sale!  First meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, March 22, 
2022 at 3 p.m. in the parish Hall.  Please spread the word 
and save the date.  Everyone is welcome to attend. 

Thank you! 
- Parish Council 
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Please contact the parish office if there is someone that no 
longer needs to be on our prayer/sick list.  Thank you. 

Therese Brogowski 
Julie Bjerk 
Barb Phillips 
Jay Richards 
Quincy Frank 
Donna Hiollis 
Lori Mercier 
Rich Nicholson 
Judy FitzPatrick 
Erin Maddix 
Delores Hart 
David Boguslawski 
Bob Patterson 
Mary Morgan 

Robert Bur 
Taylor Day 
Irene Wurster 
Jo Hamm 
Ron Hays 
Camille Heraghty 
Andy Scheik 
Stacy Peabody 
Mustafa Harasili 
William Haun 
Ezra Mack 
Roberta Tindell 
Henry Johnson 
Becky Martindale 
Rachel Palecki 
Dorthea Hunsinger 
Joseph Smith 
Kevin Pardee 
Ida Pardee 
Everett Watson 

Don Iminski 
Rachel Lear 
Lillian Lombardi 
Sienna  Lombardi 
William Erickson 
Gavin Ramirez 
Rudy Sedlarik 
Jesse Melendez 
Mary Painter 
Brenda Painter 
Carol Mikaelin 
Laura Nowak 
Bill Ziemba 
Journey Rehnlund 
James Peltier 
Eugenia Ozga 
Joe Kocsis 
Russ Nowaczck 
Zack Marsh 

Don Sabourin 
Manuel Sanchez 
Scott Sedlarik  
Chris Trembley 
Patrick Suchy 
Mary Burczycki    
Cohen Frank 
Rose Pieknik 
Doug Vega   
Mike Brookes 
Gerard Painter 
Helena Walczowski 
Paula Rehnlund 
Stan Armstrong 
Cyndi Lombardi 
Rena Laverty 
Warren Serkin 
David Ted 
Boguslawski 

March 6, 2022 
1st Sunday of Lent 

One of the greatest temptations human beings face is 
leaving the truth of who they are, where they came from 
and who created them in pursuit of more personal satis-
factions. When we consider all that desires our attention 
in a given day, there are many lures that attract us to 
illusions about ourselves.  We can easily find ourselves 
distracted or tired, preoccu-
pied with preserving our 
status in life, social relation-
ships, current trends, and 
corporate demands, and in-
trigued by pursuing what we 
perceive to be the “path of 
least resistance.” The daily concerns of life can quickly 
take our eyes off of our truth, making the empty prom-
ises of worldly accomplishments and ideologies seem so 
attractive. What is at risk in giving into this temptation? 

We cease giving thanks to and worshipping our Creator 
as we pursue our own self-sufficiency, power, and pres-
tige. We replace the true God with a “pet” one. While 
many do not totally dismiss the idea of God and pretend 
to remain at least remotely connected, they do not in-
vest themselves heart, mind, and soul in the relationship 
either. That is why we are so easily swayed. If something 
attractive comes along, we lunge for it. After all, having a 
position above and over everyone else is a good thing, 
isn’t it? In more honest moments, many have to admit 
that they believe this to be true. The Evil One is very con-
vincing. But he can only gain control if we allow him to.  

About temptation, St. Basil remarks, “As the pilot of a 
vessel is tried in the storm, as the wrestler is tried in the 
ring, the soldier in the battle and the hero in adversity, so 
is the Christian tried in temptation.” And here is found 
the reason for Lent. It is a wonderful opportunity to get a 
handle on the attractive lures of illusion that easily capti-
vate us and bring us off track. It is also a time for some 
honest reflection rooted in prayer, fasting, and selfless 
giving that can bring us to temptation’s remedy: love. 
Love of his Father gave Jesus resistance. It can do the 
same for us. 

©LPi 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  
Filling the Basket This Lent 

Lent calls us into deeper everyday stewardship because 
it beautifully creates opportunities to be mindful of the 
call of Christ in even the most mundane moments of our 
day. 

Many of us will participate in the time-honored tradi-
tion of doing penance, or “giving something up” for Lent. 
When we do this, we are mimicking the Israelites who 
filled their baskets with the first fruits of their harvest, 
“and having set them before the Lord, your God, 
(bowing) down in his presence” (Deuteronomy 26:10). 

What are we going to bring before the Lord this Lent? 
What are our first fruits? 

If you’re struggling with ideas for how to “fill your bas-
ket,” it can help to come at the problem from the oppo-
site side. Take a look at the six characteristics of Everyday 
Stewardship and think about the moments in your day 
when you fail to fulfill the virtues to which they call you. 

What is keeping you from being mindful of the call of 
Christ throughout your day? I promise you, if you listen, 
you’ll hear it more than once. 

What is keeping you from being prayerful? When you 
have set your first fruits before the Lord, what keeps you 
from bowing down in His presence to finish the offering? 

What keeps you from being grateful — especially of the 
small things that so often go unnoticed? 

What keeps you from being gracious, from leaving peo-
ple smiling as they walk away? 

What keeps you from being committed and account-
able? Where do your excuses come from and what 
makes you indulge them? 
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS! 
Tell them you saw their ad in our bulletin! 

PARISH DIRECTORY 
Ss. Simon and Jude Catholic Church 

32500 Palmer Rd. — Westland, MI 48186 
Phone 734-722-1343       Fax 734-326-5466 

    Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday, 9:00 a.m.-Noon 
    Parish Office E-mail:  pastor@stssimonandjude.com 
    Website:  www.stssimonandjude.com 
    SVDP Hours: 9 a.m.-Noon, Monday-Wednesday  
 

Rev. Joseph Plawecki, Administrator 
 

     Kristine Melendez, Secretary................................. 722-1343 
     Maria Rivera, Bookkeeper ....................................  722-6830 
     Justin Hammis, Music Director .............................  326-6683 
     Religious Education Office .................................... 326-6814 
     Margaret Reyez, Middle/High School Rel. Ed.. (C) 301-1941 
     Mary Ann Kocsis, Grade School Rel. Ed. ........ (H) 629-4767 
     Sue Webb, Youth Minister ..................................... 788-9362 
     Karen Finley, Pastoral Council Chair  ............. 734-788-7716 
     Sally Sztrecska, Finance Council Chair ................. 729-3965 
     Norm Swope, Ushers’ Club President ............. (H) 595-8327 
     Sherrin Sedlarik, Mother Cabrini Guild Pres.  .. (H) 721-1365 
     Joe Kocsis, Hall Rentals/Funeral Luncheons ........ 410-9613 
     SVDP Office  ......................................................... 326-7323 
      

     Schedule of Masses:  
      Saturday afternoon ................................................ 4:30 p.m.  
      Sunday morning .................................................. 10:00 a.m.  
      Tuesday morning……………………………………..9:00 a.m. 
      Friday morning………………………………………..9:00 a.m. 

      

Baptism 
Parents intending to have their infants and children (ages 0-5) receive 
the Sacrament of Baptism, must first be a registered parishioner. 
Parents must attend one class of instruction the Tuesday evening 
before the scheduled baptism. Baptisms take place the third full 
weekend of the month alternating each month between Saturday and 
Sunday Masses.   

Reconciliation 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. or 
by appointment. There is a Reconciliation Liturgy the first Thursday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m., unless there is a holiday conflict. There are 
additional reconciliation services scheduled during Advent and Lent. 

Anointing of the Sick 
This is primarily a sacrament of physical healing and spiritual 
strengthening. The sacrament is administered to those facing serious 
surgery or illness. If you desire this sacrament, please call the Parish 
Office. We offer a communal Anointing  service in the spring and fall. 

Marriage 
Couples desiring to marry should contact Fr. Joe by calling the parish 
office. Arrangements must be made at least nine (9) months prior to 
the wedding. The couple (or one party) must be a registered parish-
ioner. 

This Week in Our Parish 
 

Saturday,  March 5 
10 a.m. Confirmation Class    
4:30 p.m. Mass/Aid to the Church in Eastern Europe 
 † Sr. Dorothy O’Haene, Req. by the Parish 
5:30 p.m. Confessions 
Sunday,  March 6, 1st Sunday of Lent 
10 a.m. Mass/Aid to the Church in Eastern Europe 
 † Thomas Mazurek, Req. by Adela Mazurek 
      5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers    
Monday, March 7 
No Mass 
Tuesday, March 8 
9 a.m. Mass 
Wednesday, March 9 
No Mass 
6:15 p.m. Religious Education 
Thursday, March 10 
2 p.m. Mass at American House 
    6:30 p.m. Book Discussion Group 
Friday, March 11 
9 a.m. Mass 
    9:30 a.m. Cleaning Group 2 
Saturday,  March 12 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Gilbert Burczycki, Req. by the Burczycki Family 
5:30 p.m. 1st Reconciliation 
No Confessions 
Sunday,  March 13, 2nd Sunday of Lent 
10 a.m. Mass 
 † Thomas Mazurek, Req. by Adela Mazurek 
    11 a.m. Right to Life Baby Shower 
    5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers    

Ongoing 
Book Sale 

 in the  
Parish Hall 

Weekly Offering 
Feb. 20                              Env. = 48 
Weekly……...………………..$1,545.00 
50-50 Raffles .................... $203.00 
FFC .................................... $150.00 
Scrapbooking .................... $693.50 
1st Offering......................... $10.00 
Energy ................................. $36.00 
Religious Education ............ $20.00 
Mass Intentions .................. $20.00 
Used Book Sale ..................... $7.00 
TOTAL………………………...$2,684.50 

Readings for the week of March 6, 2022 
Sunday: Dt 26:4-10/Rom 10:8-13/Lk 4:1-13 
Monday: Lv 19:1-2, 11-18/Mt 25:31-46 
Tuesday: Is 55:10-11/Mt 6:7-15 
Wednesday:  Jon 3:1-10/Lk 11:29-32 
Thursday: Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25/Mt 7:7-12 
Friday: Ez 18:21-28/Mt 5:20-26 
Saturday: Dt 26:16-19/Mt 5:43-48 
Next Sunday: Gn 15:5-12, 17-18/Phil 3:17-4:1 or 3:20-4:1/ 
  Lk 9:28b-36 

Sanctuary Lamp 
 

For Sr. Isadore on her birthday/New Year  
(January 16 - March 13) 

Weekday Masses will be held every Tuesday 
and Friday at 9 a.m. starting March 4th. 


