
32500 Palmer Road   Westland, MI 48186-4773 
734-722-1343   www.stssimonandjude.com 

March 20, 2022 
Third Sunday of Lent 

Parish Mission Statement - We, the community of Ss. Simon and Jude, a family in communion with Jesus Christ, continuously strive to achieve a 
unified and active parish through our commitments to compassion, continuous growth and community outreach. We pledge to achieve our mis-
sion by establishing open relationships of trust in each other in order to selflessly serve our diverse membership.  

March 5/6 50-50 
 Congratulations to Ron Landon, who won 

$49 at the Saturday, March 5, After Mass Raf-
fle, and also to Craig Benedetti, who won $73 
at the Sunday, March 6, After Mass Raffle! 

Friday, April 1, 6:30 
p.m.  Presented by Fr. 
Joseph. 

Ss. Simon and Jude  Catholic Church 

Coming Soon to Our Church, the Parish 
Council will be holding a Basket Raffle.  Categories are: 1. 
Games/Sports, 2. Kids (12 & under), 3. Adult, 4. Dinner & 
a Movie.  If you would like to contribute to the baskets, 
we would appreciate it!  Contact Karolyn Gregones at 
734-765-3298.  Thank you! 

Come join us for our 
Lenten dinners on Friday 
March 4th, Friday March 
18th and Friday April 1st, 
from 4:30 to 7 p.m.. Pric-
ing for Lenten dinners will 
be $10 for a full dinner and 
$7 for a grilled cheese or 

macaroni and cheese dinner. Please note we are only 
doing dinners on these 3 dates. We look forward to see-
ing you join us for this time of our community sharing a 
meal together.  

Garage Sale Meeting 
It’s planning time again for SS Simon and Jude Garage 

Sale!  First meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, March 22, 
2022 at 3 p.m. in the parish Hall.  Please spread the word 
and save the date.  Everyone is welcome to attend. 

Thank you! 
- Parish Council 

A Gentle Reminder 
As our church starts to have 

more members and new faces 
come to mass, please know that 
when we have two Eucharistic 
ministers on your side of the 
church when you come up to re-
ceive the host, to please keep go-
ing - go in front of the section that you are coming from 
and go back around to be seated. Please do not come up 
for host and then turn around and go back the same way 
that you walked up the aisle. It makes it very congested 
for people that are still in line to receive communion. We 
as Eucharistic ministers will direct you which way you 
need to go. We look forward to seeing you at mass this 
Lenten season. Thank you for your help in this matter. 
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March 20, 2022 
3rd Sunday of Lent 

Deserts can be lonely, isolated, and treacherous places. 
When a person wanders in a desert, they can easily get 
disoriented, dehydrated, confused, lost, and vulnerable. 
Temptation is at its peak, especially when confronted 
with something that may offer some respite or relief, 
even a mirage. Deserts can bring us to our weakest mo-
ment and tempt our faith. The Christian journey can be 
described as a desert experience as we vacillate back and 
forth, falling victim to the mirages of our lives versus the 
true, life-giving water offered by God. We need a burning 
bush experience in our 
lives that convinces us of 
the power of God and 
reveals Him as the “I am” 
of all existence. 

Moses was leading his 
flock across the desert 
when he found himself 
at Mount Horeb. Mountains give us a fuller perspective 
of life, a panoramic view of what would otherwise be 
hidden from the limitations of our sight. That’s when 
Moses met God. We have to find our way to a mountain 
experience where our vantage point can take on a wider 
view of life. Many things can do this for us: the birth of a 
child, the death of someone we love, the joy that comes 
from marveling at the beauty of God’s work, the ponder-
ing of life’s mysteries, and the ache of longing found 
deep within our souls. There are many things in life that 
can wake us up, give us a clearer, better view of things 
and become occasions where a bush may burn and God’s 
presence as the eternal uncreated One is revealed. 

God is very patient and gives us the time and space we 
need to figure things out and bear some good fruit. He 
doesn’t rush to cut us down or get frustrated with our 
barrenness. But we have to remember that the desert 
journeys of our lives come with some risks. The major 
risk is that we will mistakenly believe that the mirages 
are real. Thus, we fall victim to thinking that the respite 
and refreshment we seek is discovered in a place other 
than where it actually is. Our faith and the life of the 
Church are the safeguards we need to keep us properly 
orientated so that we don’t get lost or confused and stay 
on course. 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  
Stoking the Lenten Fire 

I think we all can acknowledge that there’s a certain 
fatigue that comes over us all as we near the end of the 
Lenten season. Next week is Laetare Sunday, and I find 
that as soon as those pink vestments start coming out of 
storage, our collective motivation begins to wane. 

I get that. Maybe you’re fatigued — I am, too. Maybe 
you’re doing well in your resolutions and devotions but 
you’re in danger of coasting. Or maybe, like many of us 
this year or in past years, you don’t feel that you have 
even really begun your Lenten journey. 

Either way, chances are that the fire that was in your 
belly on Ash Wednesday is burning a bit low. All fires 
eventually do, once they consume whatever fuels them. 
So here we would do well to remember what fuels our 
Lenten fire. 

Sometimes we make resolutions that have the appear-
ance of being spiritual, but also have an earthly motive. 
We give up chocolate hoping to lose weight. We stop 
gossiping so our friends may like us more. There is noth-
ing wrong with these sacrifices — just with their motiva-
tions. 

As Moses removes his sandals to approach the burning 
bush, he sees that the fire burns brightly, strongly — but 
does not consume. It is propelled by something inex-
haustible, something which is not of this world. 

Is your Lenten fire fueled by God? Are you daily surren-
dering yourself to the same voice that boomed from the 
bush in Genesis — the voice that commanded the Israel-
ites to do what seemed like the impossible? 

Join our Parish! 
Registration forms are in the pamphlet 

rack between the Main Entrance doors.  
Complete the form and drop it off at the 
Parish office. All are Welcome! 
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SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS! 
Tell them you saw their ad in our bulletin! 

PARISH DIRECTORY 
Ss. Simon and Jude Catholic Church 

32500 Palmer Rd. — Westland, MI 48186 
Phone 734-722-1343       Fax 734-326-5466 

    Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday, 9:00 a.m.-Noon 
    Parish Office E-mail:  pastor@stssimonandjude.com 
    Website:  www.stssimonandjude.com 
    SVDP Hours: 9 a.m.-Noon, Monday-Wednesday  
 

Rev. Joseph Plawecki, Administrator 
 

     Kristine Melendez, Secretary................................. 722-1343 
     Maria Rivera, Bookkeeper ....................................  722-6830 
     Justin Hammis, Music Director .............................  326-6683 
     Religious Education Office .................................... 326-6814 
     Margaret Reyez, Middle/High School Rel. Ed.. (C) 301-1941 
     Mary Ann Kocsis, Grade School Rel. Ed. ........ (H) 629-4767 
     Sue Webb, Youth Minister ..................................... 788-9362 
     Karen Finley, Pastoral Council Chair  ............. 734-788-7716 
     Sally Sztrecska, Finance Council Chair ................. 729-3965 
     Norm Swope, Ushers’ Club President ............. (H) 595-8327 
     Sherrin Sedlarik, Mother Cabrini Guild Pres.  .. (H) 721-1365 
     Joe Kocsis, Hall Rentals/Funeral Luncheons ........ 410-9613 
     SVDP Office  ......................................................... 326-7323 
      

     Schedule of Masses:  
      Saturday afternoon ................................................ 4:30 p.m.  
      Sunday morning .................................................. 10:00 a.m.  
      Tuesday morning……………………………………..9:00 a.m. 
      Friday morning………………………………………..9:00 a.m. 

      

Baptism 
Parents intending to have their infants and children (ages 0-5) receive 
the Sacrament of Baptism, must first be a registered parishioner. 
Parents must attend one class of instruction the Tuesday evening 
before the scheduled baptism. Baptisms take place the third full 
weekend of the month alternating each month between Saturday and 
Sunday Masses.   

Reconciliation 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. or 
by appointment. There is a Reconciliation Liturgy the first Thursday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m., unless there is a holiday conflict. There are 
additional reconciliation services scheduled during Advent and Lent. 

Anointing of the Sick 
This is primarily a sacrament of physical healing and spiritual 
strengthening. The sacrament is administered to those facing serious 
surgery or illness. If you desire this sacrament, please call the Parish 
Office. We offer a communal Anointing  service in the spring and fall. 

Marriage 
Couples desiring to marry should contact Fr. Joe by calling the parish 
office. Arrangements must be made at least nine (9) months prior to 
the wedding. The couple (or one party) must be a registered parish-
ioner. 

This Week in Our Parish 
 

Saturday,  March 19, St. Joseph 
10 a.m. 2nd Confirmation Class 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Gerry Smith, Req. by the Minch Family 
 Bob Patterson, for his Health, Req. by Connie & Kathy 
5:30 p.m. Confessions 
Sunday,  March 20, 3rd Sunday of Lent 
10 a.m. Mass 
 † Thomas Mazurek, Req. by Adela Mazurek 
    5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers    
Monday, March 21 
No Mass 
Tuesday, March 22 
9 a.m. Mass 
1 p.m. Reconciliation Liturgy 
    3 p.m. Garage Sale Meeting 
Wednesday, March 23 
No Mass 
6:15 p.m. Religious Education 
Thursday, March 24 
No Mass  
    6:30 p.m. Committees Meet 
    7 p.m. Pastoral Council Meeting 
Friday, March 25, Annunciation of the Lord 
9 a.m. Mass 
 Sr. Imanuella, for her Birthday/Thanksgiving, req. by 
   Sr. Isadore 
Saturday,  March 26 
    9 a.m. Cleaning Group 4 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Ronald Mazurek, Req. by Kathy Mazurek 
5:30 p.m. Confessions 
Sunday,  March 27, 4th Sunday of Lent 
10 a.m. Mass/Catholic Relief Collection 
 † Thomas Mazurek, Req. by Adela Mazurek 
    5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers    

Ongoing 
Book Sale 

 in the  
Parish Hall 

Weekly Offering 
March 6                          Env. = 112 
Weekly……...………………..$2,418.00 
50-50 Raffles .................... $137.00 
Grounds/Maint ................. $168.00 
Aid to Churches .................. $39.00 
Poor Box ............................... $2.00 
Energy ................................. $60.00 
Religious Education ............ $80.00 
Mass Intentions .................. $70.00 
FFC .................................... $220.00 
Lent Books .......................... $26.00 
Hall Rental ........................ $400.00 
TOTAL………………………...$3,620.00 
Online Giving for Feb....$1,838.50 

Readings for the week of March 20, 2022 
Sunday: Ex 3:1-8a, 13-15/1 Cor 10:1-6, 10-12/Lk 13:1-9 
Monday: 2 Kgs 5:1-15ab/Lk 4:24-30 
Tuesday: Dn 3:25, 34-43/Mt 18:21-35 
Wednesday: Dt 4:1, 5-9/Mt 5:17-19 
Thursday: Jer 7:23-28/Lk 11:14-23 
Friday: Is 7:10-14; 8:10/Heb 10:4-10/Lk 1:26-38 
Saturday:  Hos 6:1-6/Lk 18:9-14 
Next Sunday: Jos 5:9a, 10-12/2 Cor 5:17-21/Lk 15:1-3, 11-32  

To The Ushers’ Club for putting on 
our excellent Lenten Dinners, and to 
the Confirmation class for helping 
out!  Keep up the good work! 


