
32500 Palmer Road   Westland, MI 48186-4773 
734-722-1343   www.stssimonandjude.com 

March 27, 2022 
Fourth Sunday of Lent 

Parish Mission Statement - We, the community of Ss. Simon and Jude, a family in communion with Jesus Christ, continuously strive to achieve a 
unified and active parish through our commitments to compassion, continuous growth and community outreach. We pledge to achieve our mis-
sion by establishing open relationships of trust in each other in order to selflessly serve our diverse membership.  

Sunday, April 3, 3:00 p.m. 
 Mark your calendar for 
the return of the Michigan 
Flute Orchestra to perform 
at Ss. Simon and Jude in 
March. Parishioner Carol 

Simkow’s niece, Gail, is a member/director of this 
group. The program is approximately 45 minutes 
long with no intermission.  Invite your friends and 
family for an entertaining performance. 

March 12/13 50-50 
 Congratulations to Adela Mazurek, who 

won $61 at the Saturday, March 12, After 
Mass Raffle, and also to Nancy Patterson, 
who won $50 at the Sunday, March 13, After 
Mass Raffle! 

 
Since January 2022 

Aaron & Kaitlyn Nichols, Madison Hts. 
Maria Vega, Detroit 

Friday, April 1, 6:30 
p.m.  Presented by Fr. 
Joseph. 

Congratulations to our young adults who were confirmed 
at the Saturday, March 19th,  Mass. 

 

Luis Martinez 

Jose Perez 

Elizabeth Schalk 

Ariana Velazquez 

Dafne Vera-Barba 

Ss. Simon and Jude  Catholic Church 

Coming Soon to Our Church, the Parish 
Council will be holding a Basket Raffle.  Categories are: 1. 
Games/Sports, 2. Kids (12 & under), 3. Adult, 4. Dinner & 
a Movie.  If you would like to contribute to the baskets, 
we would appreciate it!  Contact Karolyn Gregones at 
734-765-3298.  Thank you! 

Come join us for our 
Lenten dinners on Friday 
March 4th, Friday March 
18th and Friday April 1st, 
from 4:30 to 7 p.m.. Pric-
ing for Lenten dinners will 
be $10 for a full dinner and 
$7 for a grilled cheese or 

macaroni and cheese dinner. Please note we are only 
doing dinners on these 3 dates. We look forward to see-
ing you join us for this time of our community sharing a 
meal together.  
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Please contact the parish office if there is someone that no 
longer needs to be on our prayer/sick list.  Thank you. 

Therese Brogowski 
Julie Bjerk 
Barb Phillips 
Jay Richards 
Quincy Frank 
Donna Hiollis 
Lori Mercier 
Rich Nicholson 
Judy FitzPatrick 
Erin Maddix 
Delores Hart 
David Boguslawski 
Bob Patterson 
Mary Morgan 

Robert Bur 
Taylor Day 
Irene Wurster 
Jo Hamm 
Ron Hays 
Camille Heraghty 
Andy Scheik 
Stacy Peabody 
Mustafa Harasili 
William Haun 
Ezra Mack 
Roberta Tindell 
Henry Johnson 
Becky Martindale 
Rachel Palecki 
Dorthea Hunsinger 
Joseph Smith 
Kevin Pardee 
Ida Pardee 
Everett Watson 

Don Iminski 
Rachel Lear 
Lillian Lombardi 
Sienna  Lombardi 
William Erickson 
Gavin Ramirez 
Rudy Sedlarik 
Jesse Melendez 
Mary Painter 
Brenda Painter 
Carol Mikaelin 
Laura Nowak 
Bill Ziemba 
Journey Rehnlund 
James Peltier 
Eugenia Ozga 
Joe Kocsis 
Russ Nowaczck 
Zack Marsh 

Don Sabourin 
Manuel Sanchez 
Scott Sedlarik  
Chris Trembley 
Patrick Suchy 
Mary Burczycki    
Cohen Frank 
Rose Pieknik 
Doug Vega   
Mike Brookes 
Gerard Painter 
Helena Walczowski 
Paula Rehnlund 
Stan Armstrong 
Cyndi Lombardi 
Rena Laverty 
Warren Serkin 
David Ted 
Boguslawski 

March 27, 2022 
4th Sunday of Lent 

God’s love story reveals itself in our stories, experi-
ences, and aspirations. We are all prodigal sons and 
daughters. There are many times in our lives when we 
would “sell our souls” in order to pursue our passions. 
We pursued what we wanted without regard for others 
or God. We have sowed our 
oats, thrown ourselves into 
careless pleasures, spent 
what we know we ought to 
have saved, turned our backs 
on those we love and abused 
gifts we have been given. We 
even hit bottom and realized the silliness and self-
destruction of it all. We needed to come home. We knew 
we erred and needed a gentle presence to show us God’s 
unconditional love. This wayward journey home changed 
us. 

As much as we need to be welcomed, we are also the 
one who needs to do the welcoming and mercy giving. 
Those we love need our guidance, but they don’t always 
take it. We know that what they are doing is off the 
mark, self-destructive and wrong. We have to let them 
go and let it happen, even though they might get hurt. As 
we wait and hope, they choose to make their way back 
to us. They don’t need us to judge them. They have done 
enough of that to themselves. We immediately embrace 
them and are just happy they’re home. God uses us to 
help heal them. Knowing how much we craved under-
standing and forgiveness ourselves, we can now freely 
give it away. God uses what he has taught us to teach 
others. 

We are also the entitled ones. At least we “think” we 
are entitled. After all, we work hard for what we have. 
We cannot get our heads around the idea that someone 
can get something that I really deserve!   If I do what I’m 
supposed to do, I ought to be rewarded for that, right? If 
I do something wrong, I ought to pay the consequences. 
This is justice, isn’t it? This is not God’s justice. God is all 
about love, mercy, compassion, and forgiveness. God’s 
justice is love freely given without merit.  We carry the 
stories of the prodigal son, the unconditional forgiving 
father, and the entitled angry brother with us. When we 
make friends with all three, humbly telling those stories 
to others makes us Christ’s ambassadors. 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  
The Face on God’s Brochure  

When a church is raising funds for a new building or a 
diocese is launching a stewardship appeal, there is usu-
ally someone — or several someone’s — who serves as 
the face of the campaign. Maybe it’s a married couple, or 
a family, or a group of folks who have been particularly 
active in the community and can speak to the worthiness 
of whatever endeavor is being undertaken. 

Oftentimes, for better or worse, we fill that role for 
God. We are the face on the front of His promotional 
brochure. If we call ourselves Christians, that means that 
people will meet Christ through us. That’s what being an 
Everyday Steward is — a steward, everyday; someone 
who conducts his Master’s business when the Master is 
not seen. 

It can be intimidating because we have so much bag-
gage and no capabilities of our own. But then we remem-
ber that we are offered reconciliation through Christ — 
that “the old things have passed away, (and) new things 
have come” (2 Corinthians 5:17). We remember that we 
are the prodigal sons, and the fattened calf has been 
slaughtered on our behalf. 

But it’s a role that requires commitment. The story of 
the prodigal son is only compelling and only means 
something because the son, presumably, embraced his 
reconciliation to his father. He didn’t go on to abandon 
him again. 

So let us think to ourselves each day, “Whoever I en-
counter will meet Christ’s ambassador. I was dead and 
have come to life again. How can I speak to the worthi-
ness of that reconciliation? How can I make others desire 
it?” 
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS! 
Tell them you saw their ad in our bulletin! 

PARISH DIRECTORY 
Ss. Simon and Jude Catholic Church 

32500 Palmer Rd. — Westland, MI 48186 
Phone 734-722-1343       Fax 734-326-5466 

    Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday, 9:00 a.m.-Noon 
    Parish Office E-mail:  pastor@stssimonandjude.com 
    Website:  www.stssimonandjude.com 
    SVDP Hours: 9 a.m.-Noon, Monday-Wednesday  
 

Rev. Joseph Plawecki, Administrator 
 

     Kristine Melendez, Secretary................................. 722-1343 
     Maria Rivera, Bookkeeper ....................................  722-6830 
     Justin Hammis, Music Director .............................  326-6683 
     Religious Education Office .................................... 326-6814 
     Margaret Reyez, Middle/High School Rel. Ed.. (C) 301-1941 
     Mary Ann Kocsis, Grade School Rel. Ed. ........ (H) 629-4767 
     Sue Webb, Youth Minister ..................................... 788-9362 
     Karen Finley, Pastoral Council Chair  ............. 734-788-7716 
     Sally Sztrecska, Finance Council Chair ................. 729-3965 
     Norm Swope, Ushers’ Club President ............. (H) 595-8327 
     Sherrin Sedlarik, Mother Cabrini Guild Pres.  .. (H) 721-1365 
     Joe Kocsis, Hall Rentals/Funeral Luncheons ........ 410-9613 
     SVDP Office  ......................................................... 326-7323 
      

     Schedule of Masses:  
      Saturday afternoon ................................................ 4:30 p.m.  
      Sunday morning .................................................. 10:00 a.m.  
      Tuesday morning……………………………………..9:00 a.m. 
      Friday morning………………………………………..9:00 a.m. 

      

Baptism 
Parents intending to have their infants and children (ages 0-5) receive 
the Sacrament of Baptism, must first be a registered parishioner. 
Parents must attend one class of instruction the Tuesday evening 
before the scheduled baptism. Baptisms take place the third full 
weekend of the month alternating each month between Saturday and 
Sunday Masses.   

Reconciliation 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. or 
by appointment. There is a Reconciliation Liturgy the first Thursday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m., unless there is a holiday conflict. There are 
additional reconciliation services scheduled during Advent and Lent. 

Anointing of the Sick 
This is primarily a sacrament of physical healing and spiritual 
strengthening. The sacrament is administered to those facing serious 
surgery or illness. If you desire this sacrament, please call the Parish 
Office. We offer a communal Anointing  service in the spring and fall. 

Marriage 
Couples desiring to marry should contact Fr. Joe by calling the parish 
office. Arrangements must be made at least nine (9) months prior to 
the wedding. The couple (or one party) must be a registered parish-
ioner. 

This Week in Our Parish 
 

Saturday,  March 26 
    9 a.m. Cleaning Group 4 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Ronald Mazurek, Req. by Kathy Mazurek 
5:30 p.m. Confessions 
Sunday,  March 27, 4th Sunday of Lent 
10 a.m. Mass/Catholic Relief Collection 
 † Thomas Mazurek, Req. by Adela Mazurek 
    5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers    
Monday, March 28 
No Mass 
11 a.m. 39ers’ Meeting 
Tuesday, March 29 
9 a.m. Mass 
Wednesday, March 30 
No Mass 
No Religious Education 
Thursday, March 31 
No Mass  
Friday, April 1 
9 a.m. Mass 
 Thanksgiving for her Profession, req. by  Sr. Isadore 
    4:30 - 7 p.m. Ushers’ Club Lenten Dinner  
6:30 p.m. Stations of the Cross presented by Fr. Joe 
Saturday,  April 2 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Camille Meadows & Carmel Borg, Req. by Mary 
    Saffian 
5:30 p.m. Confessions 
Sunday,  April 3, 5th Sunday of Lent 
10 a.m. Mass/Catholic Relief Collection 
 † Mary Providence Potoczny, Req. by the Parish 
    3 p.m. Michigan Flute Concert 
    5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers    

Ongoing 
Book Sale 

 in the  
Parish Hall 

Weekly Offering 
March 13                          Env. = 63 
Weekly……...………………..$1,445.00 
50-50 Raffles .................... $223.00 
Grounds/Maint ................... $18.00 
Used Book Sale ..................... $3.00 
Poor Box ............................... $7.00 
Energy ................................. $85.00 
Religious Education ............ $30.00 
Easter Flowers .................... $25.00 
FFC .................................... $645.00 
Lent Books ............................ $1.00 
TOTAL………………………...$2,482.00 

Readings for the week of March 27, 2022 
Sunday:  Jos 5:9a, 10-12/2 Cor 5:17-21/Lk 15:1-3, 11-32 
Monday: Is 65:17-21/Jn 4:43-54 
Tuesday: Ez 47:1-9, 12/Jn 5:1-16 
Wednesday: Is 49:8-15/Jn 5:17-30 
Thursday: Ex 32:7-14/Jn 5:31-47 
Friday:   Wis 2:1a, 12-22/Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30 
Saturday: Jer 11:18-20/Jn 7:40-53 
Next Sunday: Is 43:16-21/Phil 3:8-14/Jn 8:1-11 

Book Discussion Group 
 Our book discussion group is meeting on 
Thursday, May 13,  at 6:30 p.m. in the Fr. 
Nieckarz Hall.  We are reading “Night 
Shift” by Alex Findlay.  Please note, there 

will be no book discussion group meeting in April.      
 — Kathy Lancaster and Margaret Reyez 
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Gentle Reminder 
Many times during the year our 

parish has celebrations during Mass, 
such as baptisms, confirmations, 
corporate communions for our 
organizations, and others.  Our 
sacristan uses bows on the end of 
the pews at the front and back of the section reserved 
for these special Masses.  We apologize for the 
inconvenience of displacing a parishioner from his/her 
usual seat, but please sit in another section for that 
Mass. Thank you for your cooperation. 

 
 

We are very fortunate to have the support of our     
advertisers to offset the costs of printing our bulletin. 
Please thank them when you can, and give them the  
support of your business. Also, please mention that you 
saw their ad in our parish bulletin. For information on 
advertising in our bulletin, call LPI at 800-477-4574. 

A Prayer for our Church 
 

Gracious God, we the family of Ss. Simon and Jude, 
thank you for the continuing opportunity to carry 
out our mission of service and outreach to each 

other and the greater community. 
Please show us the way to continue to grow and 

prosper as the Community of Ss. Simon and Jude. 
With heartfelt gratitude and love,  

we pray to you, Lord. Amen. 

Alter Servers Needed 
Our parish is in great need of more 

altar servers.  The children have to have 
made their First Holy Communion and be 
in at least the third grade.  For more 
information , call Carolyn Gregones at 734-765-3298. 

Lighter Side 
Divine Delivery 

A businessman ordered flowers to be sent to the open-
ing of his friend’s new branch office. When the business-
man got to the event, he was shocked to see the flowers 
with the inscription “Rest in Peace.” He was so outraged 
that he stopped at the florist to complain. 

“It could be worse,” the florist said, “Just think: Today 
someone was buried beneath a floral arrangement with 
the inscription ‘Congratulations on Your New Location!’” 
One for Every Room 

One Sunday our priest announced he was passing out 
miniature crosses made of palm leaves. "Put this cross in 
the room where your family argues most," he advised. 
"When you look at it, the cross will remind you that God 
is watching." 

As I was leaving church, the woman in front of me 
walked up to the priest, shook his hand, and said, "I’ll 
take five." 
Confession 

En route to church to make his first confession, my 
nervous seven-year-old grandson asked me what he 
could expect. 

"Confession is where you tell all the bad things you’ve 
done to the priest," I told him. He looked relieved.  

"Good. I haven’t done anything bad to the priest." 
©LPi 

Please Note . . . 
If you wish to publish something in the Palm Sunday 

bulletin, please turn your article into the Parish Office no 
later than Wednesday, March 30. 

Also, If you wish to publish something in the Easter 
Sunday bulletin, please turn it into the office no later 
than Wednesday, April 6.   

LPI moved up publishing dates because of the holidays-
-they get flooded with extra copies requests.  Thank you 
for your consideration in this matter. 
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