
Book Discussion Group 
 We will be meeting  at 6:30 p.m. in the 

Fr. Niecarz Hall on Thursday, May 12, to 
discuss two books: “What the Fireflies 
Knew”, by Kai Harris, and “NightShift by 
Alex Findlay. Please join us for a very inter-
esting evening!  

  -Margaret Reyez & Kathy Lancaster 

32500 Palmer Road   Westland, MI 48186-4773 
734-722-1343   www.stssimonandjude.com 

April 24, 2022 
2nd Sunday of Easter 

Parish Mission Statement - We, the community of Ss. Simon and Jude, a family in communion with Jesus Christ, continuously strive to achieve a 
unified and active parish through our commitments to compassion, continuous growth and community outreach. We pledge to achieve our mis-
sion by establishing open relationships of trust in each other in order to selflessly serve our diverse membership.  

Are You Spring Cleaning? 
The SS Simon and Jude Annual Garage 

Sale is Friday, June 17, 9 a.m. - 4 
p.m., with a special Bag Sale from 
3 - 4 p.m., and Saturday, June 18, 
9 a.m. - Noon.  As you clean out your 

closets we need your help with your castoffs.  Volunteers 
will only be able to accept your items at the times below:  

 Wednesday, June 15:  5 - 8 p.m. ONLY 
 Thursday, June 16 : 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. ONLY 
There are some items that we cannot accept:  TV’s, car 

seats, baskets, tin boxes, mattresses, large furniture or 
anything broken.  For more information, or to volunteer, 
please call Karen Finley at (734) 788-7716. 

St. Vincent de Paul Corner 
When you make a monetary donation to 

St. Vincent de Paul (SVdP) using your SVdP 
envelopes, 100% of your donation stays in 
our parish and is used to serve the needy 
here in our area of Westland.  As donations are down, 
we need your help in order to keep serving those in need 
in our community.  Please give so we may help those 
who need it.  Thank you! 

Ss. Simon and Jude  Catholic Church 

 
Beautiful, colorful wreaths made by our own parish-

ioner, Lisa, will be raffled off on Sunday, May 8.  Tickets 
will be on sale every weekend until then.   

Ticket prices:  $1 for 1 ticket 
                             $5 for 6 tickets 

                          $10 for 18 tickets 
Good luck! - Karen Finley 
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SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS! 
Tell them you saw their ad in our bulletin! 

Please contact the parish office if there is someone that no 
longer needs to be on our prayer/sick list.  Thank you. 

Therese Brogowski 
Julie Bjerk 
Barb Phillips 
Jay Richards 
Quincy Frank 
Donna Hiollis 
Lori Mercier 
Rich Nicholson 
Judy FitzPatrick 
Erin Maddix 
Delores Hart 
David Boguslawski 
Bob Patterson 
Mary Morgan 

Robert Bur 
Taylor Day 
Irene Wurster 
Jo Hamm 
Ron Hays 
Camille Heraghty 
Andy Scheik 
Stacy Peabody 
Mustafa Harasili 
William Haun 
Ezra Mack 
Roberta Tindell 
Henry Johnson 
Becky Martindale 
Rachel Palecki 
Dorthea Hunsinger 
Kevin Pardee 
Ida Pardee 
Everett Watson 

Don Iminski 
Rachel Lear 
Lillian Lombardi 
Sienna  Lombardi 
William Erickson 
Gavin Ramirez 
Rudy Sedlarik 
Jesse Melendez 
Mary Painter 
Brenda Painter 
Carol Mikaelin 
Laura Nowak 
Bill Ziemba 
Journey Rehnlund 
James Peltier 
Eugenia Ozga 
Joe Kocsis 
Russ Nowaczck 
Zack Marsh 

Don Sabourin 
Manuel Sanchez 
Scott Sedlarik  
Chris Trembley 
Patrick Suchy 
Mary Burczycki    
Cohen Frank 
Rose Pieknik 
Doug Vega   
Mike Brookes 
Gerard Painter 
Helena Walczowski 
Paula Rehnlund 
Stan Armstrong 
Cyndi Lombardi 
Rena Laverty 
Warren Serkin 
David Ted 
Boguslawski 

April 24, 2022 
2nd Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy Sunday) 

Even Thomas struggles to remove his boulder! Being 
very pragmatic and determined, he wants to see the 
risen Christ for himself! Thomas’s boulder is heavy with 
mistrust. Many of ours are too. A certain amount of 
skepticism is good, as it can save us from being duped or 
misled. But we can become so skeptical of things that it 
erodes our ability to trust anything we see or hear. Skep-
ticism can actually be a well-disguised defense mecha-
nism that we use to prevent us from being hurt or per-
ceived as a fool. Having too much ego protection is a real 
risk. Thomas, because of the boulder blocking his vision, 
could not even trust the word of his friends. 

Boulders are hard to move. It’s difficult to seek change 
or take a risk, especially when we are so afraid to be vul-
nerable or reluctant to trust another’s word. When we 
are closed minded, overly pragmatic, unwilling to see 
things in a different 
way, stubborn or de-
fensive, it is difficult to 
be surprised by God 
and stretched. We 
need to be less 
guarded, self-assured, 
and self-absorbed. God 
cannot break into the ordinary moments of our lives and 
inspire us when we cling to doubt. If we are going to dis-
cover resurrection faith, we have to believe that what 
the witnesses say is true, especially when they are credi-
ble. We also have to trust that the risen Christ is alive in 
us, too! 

While the first witnesses to the resurrection have faded 
into history, there are many others who have come after 
them. They continue to inspire by walking the talk of 
faith. They are the martyrs who offer their lives for the 
Gospel, the simple holy people in our communities who 
cling so steadfastly to their faith, those who have 
touched despair and found new hope and the ones who, 
even in spite of ridicule, still pursue their hunger and 
thirst for God. They are our friends, acquaintances, bibli-
cal heroes, and saints, and many others who are con-
vinced that they have seen the Lord! The risen Christ may 
not surprise us with the same kind of visit as he did the 
first disciples, but God finds other ways. All we have to 
do is open our eyes, remove whatever is preventing us 
from seeing and believing and exclaim: “My Lord and my 
God!” 

Easter Flower Donations  
Thank you for your generous donations 

for our Easter Flowers.  Donations made 
“In Memory Of/In Honor of”, are listed in 
parenthesis.   

Elaine Latarsky (Joseph & Mary Novotny, Joseph Latar-
sky, Kathleen Schubert, Ralph & Michael Kulpa, Marlene 
Page), Robin Wagner (Earl H. LeTissier, Marj & Bob Wag-
ner), Lorraine Novock (the Novock , Koskie, Machowicz 
Cichocki and Taras Families), Pattie Fitzer (Lillian Rondina 
& Bob Hoen),  Victoria Ekanem (Maria Ekanem, Samuel 
Ekanem, Sr.), Josehpine Abdo (Victor Abdo), Mr. & Mrs. 
Kerry Finley (Mel Weeg, Whitney Lack), Mr. & Mrs. John 
Sanford (the Deceased Sanford & Schywstell Family 
Members), Mr. & Mrs. John Schroat (John & Helen 
Schroat, Ablert & Julia Mrquis),  Mike & Kris Malinowski 
(Millie Malinowski, Stella Melendez),  Felisa Balagso
(Tabasondra Family), Toni Doupe (Thomas Doupe), Toni 
Hickson (Bob Hickson, sisters Helen, Leona, & Judy), Ken-
neth Welch (June Welch), Virginia Lear (Mary Dean, Linda 
Bailey, Delores Lumsden). 
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PARISH DIRECTORY 
Ss. Simon and Jude Catholic Church 

32500 Palmer Rd. — Westland, MI 48186 
Phone 734-722-1343       Fax 734-326-5466 

    Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday, 9:00 a.m.-Noon 
    Parish Office E-mail:  pastor@stssimonandjude.com 
    Website:  www.stssimonandjude.com 
    SVDP Hours: 9 a.m.-Noon, Monday-Wednesday  
 

Rev. Joseph Plawecki, Administrator 
 

     Kristine Melendez, Secretary................................. 722-1343 
     Maria Rivera, Bookkeeper ....................................  722-6830 
     Music Director ......................................................  326-6683 
     Religious Education Office .................................... 326-6814 
     Margaret Reyez, Middle/High School Rel. Ed.. (C) 301-1941 
     Mary Ann Kocsis, Grade School Rel. Ed. ........ (H) 629-4767 
     Sue Webb, Youth Minister ..................................... 788-9362 
     Karen Finley, Pastoral Council Chair  ............. 734-788-7716 
     Sally Sztrecska, Finance Council Chair ................. 729-3965 
     Norm Swope, Ushers’ Club President ............. (H) 595-8327 
     Sherrin Sedlarik, Mother Cabrini Guild Pres.  .. (H) 721-1365 
     Joe Kocsis, Hall Rentals/Funeral Luncheons ........ 410-9613 
     SVDP Office  ......................................................... 326-7323 
      

     Schedule of Masses:  
      Saturday afternoon ................................................ 4:30 p.m.  
      Sunday morning .................................................. 10:00 a.m.  
      Tuesday morning……………………………………..9:00 a.m. 
      Friday morning………………………………………..9:00 a.m. 

      

Baptism 
Parents intending to have their infants and children (ages 0-5) receive 
the Sacrament of Baptism, must first be a registered parishioner. 
Parents must attend one class of instruction the Tuesday evening 
before the scheduled baptism. Baptisms take place the third full 
weekend of the month alternating each month between Saturday and 
Sunday Masses.   

Reconciliation 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. or 
by appointment. There is a Reconciliation Liturgy the first Thursday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m., unless there is a holiday conflict. There are 
additional reconciliation services scheduled during Advent and Lent. 

Anointing of the Sick 
This is primarily a sacrament of physical healing and spiritual 
strengthening. The sacrament is administered to those facing serious 
surgery or illness. If you desire this sacrament, please call the Parish 
Office. We offer a communal Anointing  service in the spring and fall. 

Marriage 
Couples desiring to marry should contact Fr. Joe by calling the parish 
office. Arrangements must be made at least nine (9) months prior to 
the wedding. The couple (or one party) must be a registered parish-
ioner. 

This Week in Our Parish 
 

Saturday,  April 23 
    8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Pax Christi 
4:30 p.m. Mass/Confirmation 
 † Joseph Tyrchniewicz, Req. by Larry & Mary T. 
 † Ronald Mazurek, Req. by Kathy Mazurek 
5:30 p.m. Confessions 
Sunday,  April 24, 2nd Sunday of Easter 
10 a.m. Mass 
 † Camile Meadows & Carmel Borg, Req. by Mary  
   Saffian 
Monday, April 25, St. Mark, Evangelist 
No Mass 
    11 a.m 39ers’ Meeting 
Tuesday, April 26 
No  Mass 
Wednesday, April 27 
No Mass 
6:15 Religious Education 
Thursday, April 28 
No Mass  
Friday, April 29, St. Catherine of Siena 
No Mass 
Saturday,  April 30 
4:30 p.m. Mass/Quinciniera 
 † Robert Wood, Req. by Linda Chapman & Family 
 † Pat Linga, Req. by Dianne Trembley 
    4:30-7 p.m. Ushers’ Club Spaghetti Dinner 
5:30 p.m. Confessions 
Sunday,  May 1, 3rd Sunday of Easter 
10 a.m. Mass/CSA Campaign Begins 
    Mothers Appreciation Day 
 † Sr. Margaret McElwee, Req. by the Parish 
    5-7:30 p.m. Spiritual Gathering 

50/50 Raffle Winner 
 Congratulations to Mike Potrzuski, who won 

$48 at the Saturday, April 9th, After Mass Raf-
fle and to Sonya Oureo, who won $61 at the Sunday, 
April 10th, After Mass Raffle! Ongoing 

Book Sale 
 in the  

Parish Hall 

Weekly Offering 
April 10                             Env. = 105 
Weekly……...……………………..$2,432.00 
50-50 Raffles .......................... $109.00 
Grounds/Maint .......................... $4.00 
Little Books .............................. $36.00 
Energy ........................................ $4.00 
Religious Education ................... $4.00 
Easter Flowers ......................... $75.00 
Basket Raffle .......................... $253.00 
Mass Intentions. ...................... $20.00 
Poor Box .................................... $7.00 
Easter ....................................... $25.00 
FFC ........................................... $50.00 
Used Books .............................. $15.00 

TOTAL………………………...$3,034.00 

Readings for the week of April 24, 2022 
Sunday:   Acts 5:12-16/Rv 1:9-11a, 12-13, 17-19/Jn 20:19-31 
Monday: 1 Pt 5:5b-14/Mk 16:15-20 
Tuesday: Acts 4:32-37/Jn 3:7b-15 
Wednesday:  Acts 5:17-26/Jn 3:16-21 
Thursday:   Acts 5:27-33/Jn 3:31-36 
Friday: Acts 5:34-42/Jn 6:1-15 
Saturday: Acts 6:1-7/Jn 6:16-21 
Next Sunday: Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41/Rv 5:11-14/Jn 21:1-19 or 
21:1-14 

Lend a Hand 
Our Church is in need of help with Live Streaming our 

masses on Facebook Saturday and Sunday. If you’re in-
terested, please contact Curtis Frizzell at 734-564-0481 
for more information. 
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Confirmandi 2022 Biographies 
Luis Martinez - is 13 years old, in 8th grade, and has an 

older and a younger sister.  Luis likes to do math, play 
video games, sleep and play card games. 

 I chose St. Francis De Sales as my saint because he kind 
of inspires me. Francis was born in a castle in France in 
1567.  He wrote many books and is honored as the pa-
tron of spiritual writers.  He died in 1622. When Francis 
was baptized, his mother said: “ Now my son you are the 
friend of the angels, the brother of Jesus, the temple of 
you must belong to God forever.”  Francis wanted Jesus 
to teach him how to become a saint. Francis became a 
lawyer, but he was inspired to follow Jesus. He is the pa-
tron saint of adult education, the deaf, and journalists.  
St. Francis is known as “The Gentlemen Saint.”  His spirit 
of optimism, hope, freedom, and confidence in God’s 
love prompts the Oblates of St. Francis De Sales to please 
God by doing everything - big and small, enthusiastically, 
and well.  Francis will help me live my life by reminding 
me to help the poor and sinners. 

 I want to be confirmed so I can make my family proud.  
We’re going to throw a party for me and my cousin after 
we get confirmed.  I’m really looking forward to the party 
and Confirmation. 

 I chose my sponsor because he’s my uncle.  I wanted to 
choose between my two uncles and picked this one be-
cause my other uncle is very busy and might not be able 
to come. 

 
Jose Perez - is 14 years old and likes to ride on his 4-

wheeler.  He likes to detail as well. 
 I chose Jose Perez Gonzalez as my saint because my 

name is the same as his.  He was interesting to read 
about.  I chose him because he was Spanish just like my-
self and my family. Saint Jose was born on January 5, 
1907. His feast day is November 27th. He was killed in 
1936 in the Spanish Civil War, in Madrid, Spain. Saint 
Jose was beatified by Pope Francis on November 11, 
2019. He will guide me to help other people. 

 I want to be confirmed because I would like to be with 
God and Jesus and the Church. 

 My sponsors are Guillero and Monica Vega because I 
know them for very long and they treat me and my fam-
ily like their family and they love us. 

 
Elizabeth Schalk - is 14 years old, in the 8th grade, has 

2 siblings, a mom, and a niece. 
 I chose Saint John Neumann as my saint.  His feast day 

is on my birthday, January 5th.  He was born on the date 
that my dad died, March 28th.  He loved and knew many 
languages and I also love to try to learn new languages.  

John helped Germans in America when he became a 
priest. a priest.  I love helping people that need it the 
most. Taking on his name will help me as a Catholic be-
cause it will give something to have / stick with for the 
rest of my life. Taking on this name will help me as a 
teenager since his birthday is a sad day for me so he will 
help bring me happiness. The name John means Graced 
by God which also symbolizes strength, smarts, and kind-
ness.  The name Neumann comes from German, Danish, 
and Jewish.  John Neumann is known for founding the 
first Catholic diocesan school system in Philadelphia, PA. 
He was born on March 28, 1811 and baptized the same 
day.  He was ordained a priest on June 25, 1836 for the 
Diocese of New York.  On January 16, 1842, he became 
the first Redemptoris to profess vows in the US. He was 
the 4th Bishop of Philadelphia.  He established the dioce-
san school system and diocesan schedule for 40 hours. 
He built many schools, churches, and spoke many lan-
guages. He died on January 5, 1860 while running er-
rands. John was devoted to education and was the first 
ecclesiastic to organize a diocesan school system.  My 
dad was big on all his kids’ education. 

 I want to be confirmed to be seen as an adult in God’s 
eyes. 

 I chose Ms. Sue as my sponsor. She lost her husband 
and helped me through the death of my dad.  Her and 
my mom are really close because they are both widows 
and help each other which made me and Ms. Sue closer.  
I went to her husband’s funeral and they came to my 
dad’s. I was so mad at God so I didn’t want  to get con-
firmed.  During a youth group trip to Cascades Falls, me 
and Ms. Sue has a talk about confirmation.  I told her I 
was mad and angry at God because my life has always 
been a mess.  She told me it is normal to be mad at God 
and that she was too.  She will hep guide me in my faith 
because whenever I am angry at myself, someone else, 
and / or God, I can always talk to her and she will help 
me through it. 

 
Arianna Velazquez - 13 years old, in 8th grade, and has 

one sibling.  She likes drawing and playing games. 
 I chose Saint Vincent Farrer as my saint because he 

brought many people back to their Catholic faith and he 
performed many miracles.  He was canonized by Pope 
Calixtus II on June 3rd, 1455. Vincent’s feast day is April 
5th.  He was born on January 23, 1357 in Valencia Spain.  
He is the patron saint of builders.  He died on April 5, 
1419.  Most people imagine St. Vincent with wings be-
cause he is called an angel.  He will help me live my life 
by helping me be honest. 
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