
32500 Palmer Road   Westland, MI 48186-4773 
734-722-1343   www.stssimonandjude.com 

May 29, 2022 
The Ascension of the Lord 

Parish Mission Statement - We, the community of Ss. Simon and Jude, a family in communion with Jesus Christ, continuously strive to achieve a 
unified and active parish through our commitments to compassion, continuous growth and community outreach. We pledge to achieve our mis-
sion by establishing open relationships of trust in each other in order to selflessly serve our diverse membership.  

Are You Spring Cleaning? 
The SS Simon and Jude Annual Garage 

Sale is Friday, June 17, 9 a.m. - 4 
p.m., with a special Bag Sale from 
3 - 4 p.m., and Saturday, June 18, 
9 a.m. - Noon.  As you clean out your 

closets we need your help with your castoffs.  Volunteers 
will only be able to accept your items at the times below:  

 Drop Off on Wednesday, June 15:  5 - 8 p.m.  
 OR Thursday, June 16 : 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.  
There are some items that we cannot accept:  TV’s, car 

seats, baskets, tin boxes, mattresses, large furniture or 
anything broken.  For more information, or to volunteer, 
please call Karen Finley at (734) 788-7716. 

Attention 2022 Graduates! 
 At the 10 a.m. Mass on June 12, 2022, 
we will be honoring our 2022 high 
school and college graduates.  If you 
plan to attend, please contact Kathy 
Lancaster at 734-729-5277 no later than Monday, 
June 6.  A small reception will be held after Mass. 

Ss. Simon and Jude  Catholic Church 

Open Forum Parish Council Meeting 
On June 22nd at 7 p.m., the Parish Council is holding a 

special meeting to invite parishioners to an open forum 
meeting.  The agenda will focus on what you bring to us--
your thoughts, concerns and ideas. 

We want this to be a meeting where our parish family 
can share their thoughts, concerns and ideas instead of 
following the usual council agenda.  We encourage eve-
ryone to attend in order to get their input and meet the 
council members.  We are striving to meet the needs of 
our church, and we are stronger together when we work 
together.  Please plan on attending. 

This year’s Catholic 
Services Appeal 
(CSA) theme comes 
from the First Letter 
of Peter: “As each 

has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good 
stewards of God’s varied grace.” (1 Peter 4:10). It’s a call 
for hospitality and service, and to “let love for one an-
other be intense.” 

The Catholic Services Appeal is an opportunity to cele-
brate the ways our Church in Detroit responds to the ma-
terial and spiritual needs of individuals and families. One 
parish alone could not meet these many needs. It is 
through the sharing of our gifts and our service that we, 
together, can be the Church Christ wants us to be. 

Would you consider making a gift to this year’s CSA? 
Your generosity makes it possible for more than 170 

ministries, services, and programs to love intensely and 
to bring the indescribable joy found in Christ to our com-
munities. 

To make a gift, visit givecsa.org , or use one of the blank 
cards in the gathering area, or use the materials you will 
be receiving shortly in the mail.  Please mail your 
pledges and payments in the pre-addressed envelopes.  
Make your checks out to Archdiocese of Detroit - CSA.  
Please help us to reach our Parish goal of $17,507.00. 

http://givecsa.org
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May 29, 2022 
7th Sunday of Easter 

Unity and diversity can exist together. Our western 
minds have a grave difficulty seeing unity without confor-
mity. We tend to believe that unless everyone believes 
the same thing, assents to the same body of truths, 
styles, and opinions, unity is not possible. Jesus, in to-
day’s Gospel, expresses a tenderness and an intimacy 
that the disciples actually can witness. This same tender-
ness and love are also reflected in his desire for unity and 
oneness. Jesus passionately wants all to be one. It is very 
clear that the success of Jesus’ mission and the advance 
of the Gospel rises or 
falls with whether this 
unity is achieved. And 
it is a unity that is 
achieved around a per-
son and not particu-
lars.  

Our church is ex-
tremely divided. These 
divisions all center on various theologies, philosophies, 
structures, and styles. We allow these particular con-
cerns and interpretations, valid as many can be, to drive 
wedges between us and put us at odds with each other. 
They enrage us and cause us to lash out at other mem-
bers of the Body of Christ. Differences are bound to exist 
in any group. We are unique and diverse people. 
Staunchly clinging to particular agendas and ideologies 
while waving the “we’re right, you’re wrong” banner as 
we forge ahead in battle does little to advance the real 
mission of Christ. We are perceived as weak, fractioned, 
self-focused and serving, and lacking empathy and love. 
How can the work of salvation be accomplished like this? 
We sacrifice our credibility. For what? 

“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, 
the beginning and the end.” These words describe ex-
actly who the glorified Christ really is. Jesus wants us to 
see this glory! Believe this! This is the unifying principle 
that draws the Body of Christ together as one, not our 
particular preferences of worship! We give too much 
power to our preferences, and all too easily forget that 
the real mission of Christ is much more than that! If we 
can work at truly loving each other as members of 
Christ’s Body despite the differences that can so quickly 
divide us, then maybe we’ll a bit more convincing to 
those who do not believe. The Risen Christ comes to us 
through the Eucharist. It doesn’t matter where or how. 
Gather wherever you can and receive. We cannot substi-
tute Jesus’ passion with our own. We are one. 

Join our Parish! 
Registration forms are in the pamphlet 
rack between the Main Entrance doors.  
Complete the form and drop it off at 
the Parish office. All are Welcome! 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  
God’s Game of Telephone 

You’ve probably played the game of “pass it on” be-
fore, maybe years ago on the playground. It’s a simple 
concept: one person whispers something in another per-
son’s ear, and it gets repeated person by person through-
out the group, until finally the last one to hear the mes-
sage has to say it out loud. Whatever ends up being said 
at the end of the game is usually a far cry from the origi-
nal statement, and everyone has a good laugh.  

As individuals, we don’t receive news in the same way. 
Our personalities, our histories, our weaknesses, and our 
strengths determine how we interact with information 
we encounter in the world, both good and bad. One per-
son will interpret a compliment positively; someone else 
will take offense. One person reacts to news of a job pro-
motion with joy, another is disappointed that now they 
will have less time with their family. The same news can 
mean completely different things to different people. 

But what God gives us is the truth in love, and the truth 
in love is the same in every place and in every time, for 
every person of every race. When Christ prayed to the 
Father that “the love with which you loved me may be in 
them,” he was asking that the magnificent gift that had 
been imparted to him would also be imparted to us. 

Our job is to play a game of pass it on with this gift of 
love. How do we keep it from becoming warped? 
Through remaining committed to the word of God, to the 
sacraments, and to one another. 

In this game, we don’t change the message. The mes-
sage changes us. And we have to give it away to keep it. 
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PARISH DIRECTORY 
Ss. Simon and Jude Catholic Church 

32500 Palmer Rd. — Westland, MI 48186 
Phone 734-722-1343       Fax 734-326-5466 

    Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday, 9:00 a.m.-Noon 
    Parish Office E-mail:  pastor@stssimonandjude.com 
    Website:  www.stssimonandjude.com 
    SVDP Hours: 9 a.m.-Noon, Monday-Wednesday  
 

Rev. Joseph Plawecki, Administrator 
 

     Kristine Melendez, Secretary................................. 722-1343 
     Maria Rivera, Bookkeeper ....................................  722-6830 
     Music Director ......................................................  326-6683 
     Religious Education Office .................................... 326-6814 
     Margaret Reyez, Middle/High School Rel. Ed.. (C) 301-1941 
     Mary Ann Kocsis, Grade School Rel. Ed. ........ (H) 629-4767 
     Sue Webb, Youth Minister ..................................... 788-9362 
     Karen Finley, Pastoral Council Chair  ............. 734-788-7716 
     Sally Sztrecska, Finance Council Chair ................. 729-3965 
     Norm Swope, Ushers’ Club President ............. (H) 595-8327 
     Sherrin Sedlarik, Mother Cabrini Guild Pres.  .. (H) 721-1365 
     Joe Kocsis, Hall Rentals/Funeral Luncheons ........ 410-9613 
     SVDP Office  ......................................................... 326-7323 
      

     Schedule of Masses:  
      Saturday afternoon ................................................ 4:30 p.m.  
      Sunday morning .................................................. 10:00 a.m.  
            

Baptism 
Parents intending to have their infants and children (ages 0-5) receive 
the Sacrament of Baptism, must first be a registered parishioner. 
Parents must attend one class of instruction the Tuesday evening 
before the scheduled baptism. Baptisms take place the third full 
weekend of the month alternating each month between Saturday and 
Sunday Masses.   

Reconciliation 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. or 
by appointment. There is a Reconciliation Liturgy the first Thursday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m., unless there is a holiday conflict. There are 
additional reconciliation services scheduled during Advent and Lent. 

Anointing of the Sick 
This is primarily a sacrament of physical healing and spiritual 
strengthening. The sacrament is administered to those facing serious 
surgery or illness. If you desire this sacrament, please call the Parish 
Office. We offer a communal Anointing  service in the spring and fall. 

Marriage 
Couples desiring to marry should contact Fr. Joe by calling the parish 
office. Arrangements must be made at least nine (9) months prior to 
the wedding. The couple (or one party) must be a registered parish-
ioner. 

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS! 
Tell them you saw their ad in our bulletin! 

This Week in Our Parish 
 

Saturday,  May 28  
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Camille Meadows, Req. by Mary Saffian 
 † Al Pieknik & Lisa Corey, Req. by Rose Pieknik 
5:30 p.m. Confessions 
Sunday,  May 29, 7th Sunday of Easter/Ascension of the 
Lord 
10 a.m. Mass 
 † Sr. M. Archangela, Req. by the Parish 
      5:30 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 
Monday, May 30, Memorial Day 
9 a.m. Mass 
Parish Office Closed 
Tuesday, May 31, Visitation 
No  Mass 
Wednesday, June 1 
No Mass 
Thursday, June 2 
11 a.m. Mass at Village of Westland 
6:30 p.m. Reconciliation Liturgy 
Friday, June 3, Sts. Charles Lwanga & Companions 
No Mass 
Saturday,  June 4 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Gerry Smith, Req. by the Minch Family 
 † Mary Burczycki, Req. by the Marshall Family 
5:30 p.m. Confessions 
Sunday,  June 5, Pentecost Sunday 
10 a.m. Mass 
 † Camille Meadows, Req. by Mary Saffian 
 † Edwin H. Dean, Sr., Req. by Virginia Lear 
      5:30 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 

Ongoing 
Book Sale 

 in the  

Weekly Offering 
May 15                                    Env. = 55 
Weekly……...……………………..$1,145.00 
Mass Int. .................................. $10.00 
Energy .................................... $134.00 
Grounds Maintenance ............. $50.00 
FFC ........................................... $76.00 
50/50 Raffle…………………………..$70.00 
Religious Education ................. $20.00 

TOTAL…………………………..1,505.00 

Readings for the week of May 29, 2022 
Sunday:   Ascension: Acts 1:1-11/ Eph 1:17-23 or Heb 9:24-28; 
10:19-23/Lk 24:46-53 Seventh Sunday of Easter: Acts 7:55-60/ 
Rv 22:12-14, 16-17, 20/Jn 17:20-26 
Monday: Acts 19:1-8/Jn 16:29-33 
Tuesday: Zep 3:14-18a or Rom 12:9-16/Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6/Lk 
1:39-56 
Wednesday: Acts 20:28-38/Jn 17:11b-19 
Thursday: Acts 22:30; 23:6-11/Jn 17:20-26 
Friday:  Acts 25:13b-21/Jn 21:15-19 
Saturday: Morning: Acts 28:16-20, 30-31/Jn 21:20-25 
Next Sunday: Vigil: Gn 11:1-9 or Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b or Ez 37:1
-14 or Jl 3:1-5/Rom 8:22-27/Jn 7:37-39 Extended Vigil: Gn 
11:1-9/Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b/Ez 37:1-14/Jl 3:1-5/Rom 8:22-27/Jn 
7:37-39 Day: Acts 2:1-11/1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13 or Rom 8:8-17/
Jn 20:19-23 or Jn 14:15-16, 23b-26 

Sanctuary Lamp 
 

† Charles Lents, 23rd Ann., Req. by Chris Dixon 
(May 15 - May 29) 

† Katherine Adamanski, 22nd Ann., Req. by Chris Dixon 
(May 15 - May 29) 



SS. SIMON & JUDE PARISH                                                                                                                                                                                   PAGE 4 

Our Prayer List for the Sick 
Frequently parishioners will call to 

place a family member or friend on the 
prayer list for a surgery or brief illness 
and forget to notify the office after 
their recovery.  Our prayer list has 
grown quite extensively so at the 
beginning of each quarter we will be 
refreshing our prayer list for the sick.  If there is someone 
who needs to remain on the sick list, or can be taken off, 
please contact the parish office. 

50/50 Raffle Winner 
 Congratulations to Debbie Wieczorek, who 

won $69 at the Sunday, May 15th, After Mass 
Raffle! 

A Prayer for our Church 
 

Gracious God, we the family of Ss. Simon and Jude, 
thank you for the continuing opportunity to carry 
out our mission of service and outreach to each 

other and the greater community. 
Please show us the way to continue to grow and 

prosper as the Community of Ss. Simon and Jude. 
With heartfelt gratitude and love,  

we pray to you, Lord. Amen. 

Celebrating all of God’s Children in Church 
A note to parents: 
Relax!  God put the wiggles in children.  We appreciate 

all you are doing to teach them the joy of celebrating 
Mass together in God’s house. 

We invite you to sit toward the front where it is easier 
for children to see and hear.  If noise is a challenge, feel 
free to use the Gathering Area. 

Remember, children learn liturgical behavior by imitat-
ing you, so please sing, pray, and voice the responses. 

If you need to leave Mass with your child, feel free to 
do so--but please come back! 

The way we welcome children directly affects how they 
respond to Church, God, and Christ.  Please let them 
know they are at home here. 

A note to all parishioners: 
A smile of encouragement to parents of young, active 

children is always appreciated to let them know they are 
welcome and loved in our parish.  Remember, they are 
the future of our Church family and a reminder that our 
church is growing!   

Lighter Side 
Seen on a sign:  Thursday Night Potluck Dinner.  Prayer 

and Medication to Follow. 
 
Little Emily was having some difficulty with the Lord’s 

Prayer:  “Our father, who does art in heaven . . .” 
 
Spelling is important:  “Ushers will eat latecomers”. 
 
A child’s query:  “Grandma, was Noah’s wife called Joan 

of Ark?” 
 
The Pastor is a real comedian, he calls the Ten Com-

mandments:  “God’s Top Ten Signs You May Not be Go-
ing to Heaven.” 

 
A little boy’s prayer:  “Dear God, please take care of 

Daddy and Mommy and my sister and my brother and 
me.  And please take care of yourself, God.  If anything 
happens to you, we’re gonna be in a big mess.” 

Help Keep our Gathering Area Clean 
Please do not leave miscellaneous items on the tables 

in the Gathering Area without checking with the Parish 
office first.  We want to keep our Gathering area as pre-
sentable as possible for special events/funerals.  Also, do 
not post or take down anything on the Bulletin Board 
without checking with that group first--except on the 
Misc. side--check with the Parish Office.  Thank you for 
helping us keep things clean! 
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