
32500 Palmer Road   Westland, MI 48186-4773 
734-722-1343   www.stssimonandjude.com 

August 14, 2022 
20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Parish Mission Statement - We, the community of Ss. Simon and Jude, a family in communion with Jesus Christ, continuously strive to achieve a 
unified and active parish through our commitments to compassion, continuous growth and community outreach. We pledge to achieve our mis-
sion by establishing open relationships of trust in each other in order to selflessly serve our diverse membership.  

Ss. Simon and Jude  Catholic Church 

To make a gift, visit givecsa.org , 
or use one of the blank cards in 
the gathering area, or use the 

materials you will be receiving shortly in the mail.  Please 
mail your pledges and payments in the pre-addressed 
envelopes.  Make your checks out to “Archdiocese of 
Detroit - CSA”.  Please help us to reach our Parish goal of 
$17,507.00.  So far we’ve raised $6,420.00.  Let’s keep it 
going! 

Parish Council Hosts 3rd Forum Meeting 
On Wednesday, August 17, at 7 p.m., there will be an-

other open forum meeting.  This summer’s Open Forum 
Parish Meetings for our parish family to share their 
thoughts, concerns and ideas has given the Parish Coun-
cil a great opportunity to get to know our parishioners.  
These meetings were planned with an open agenda and 
have proven to be successful in that we are gathering as 
a family, getting concerns out and resolved, and touching 
on ideas for fundraising.  Let’s keep the momentum go-
ing--come join us at the next forum meeting! 

Parish Council meetings will resume September 15.  
Although Parish Council meetings are always open to our 
congregation, the agenda is strictly adhered to in order 
to cover continuing/old business, new business, commis-
sion reports, the church secretary’s report, Fr. Joe’s re-
port and open forum business, as time permits. 

Pray the Rosary with Us 
Please join us for a prayer for healing for Fr. 

Gerry & Fr. Joe and anybody else who needs 
it.  We will be meeting every Sunday at 7 p.m. 
in the Church.  All are welcome! 

Please note:  the deadline for submitting articles for the 
bulletin is 11 a.m. Friday for the following weekend’s 
bulletin.  Holidays will vary, and will be posted. 

Assumption of the  
Blessed Virgin Mary 
Mass:  Monday, August 15,  
9 a.m. 

The Parish Office will be Closed Monday, 
August 15th and Thursday, August 18th. 

http://givecsa.org
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August 14, 2022 
20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

An inward transformation occurs in a person who de-
cides to follow Jesus Christ. Things change. They see the 
world differently, understand their journey more deeply 
and profoundly, have their sights fixed on eternity and 
union with God and hold themselves to higher standards 
and virtues. It requires a conscious choice to be a Chris-
tian, and this choice must be renewed at least daily. 
While the basic premise of Jesus’ message may appear 
heartwarming and straightforward: love of God, 
neighbor, and self, the implications of doing so are chal-
lenging. The true disciple is called to live radically, and 
often finds themselves at odds with the world or even 
with those in their own homes. 

Holding ourselves to higher standards comes with a 
price. We have to leave other things behind. It is difficult 
to be people of faith, hope, 
and love in a world often 
fixated with its own fulfill-
ment and self-absorption. 
Justice, temperance, pru-
dence, and fortitude re-
quire sacrifice if they are to 
be lived with integrity. 
God’s ways are not ours. This becomes crystal clear to 
those who have enough courage to stand against the 
tide. Putting love into action requires that we challenge 
accepted modes of doing business and fight compla-
cency. This is what makes the saints stand out as wit-
nesses. They are simply sinners, just like us, who perse-
vere. 

People do not want to be told that they’re sailing their 
ships in the wrong direction. Clinging to their insistence 
and need to be correct, they can become defensive when 
challenged. This can happen even with those closest to 
us. As much as the Gospel calls us to unity, it also can 
easily create division. When we love seriously, we en-
counter more than feelings of warmth and acceptance. 
“What does love look like? It has the hands to help oth-
ers. It has the feet to hasten to the poor and needy. It 
has eyes to see misery and want. It has the ears to hear 
the sighs and sorrows of men. That is what love looks like 
(St. Augustine).”  Love also has the courage and honesty 
to tell people what they may not want to hear but need 
to, and model, without wavering, a life of humble, loving, 
and faithful service. Don’t lose heart! There are many 
examples of faith before us and around us. If Jesus en-
dured the voices of opposition, so too can we. There is 
no need to apologize for speaking the truth. 
©LPi 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  
A Steward’s Growing Pains 

Have you ever written a check or seen the charge on 
the credit card machine that had far too many zeros on it 
for your comfort? 

The brakes finally give up on the car you were hoping 
to nurse through the season. The water heater dies on 
the coldest week of the year. A medical procedure was-
n’t totally covered by insurance. We’ve all been here in 
this place, being asked to part with a not-so-small sum of 
money for a not-so-fun reason. 

It’s a little easier to bear when you’re forking over dol-
lar signs for a fun vacation or even a worthy cause like 
your child’s education. But when it’s something you 
weren’t expecting, something negative, that uneasiness 
in the pit of your stomach can quickly become despair. 

The next time this happens to you, embrace it. Cele-
brate it. Wrap your arms around it and welcome it as a 
growing pain. 

We are often asked, in life, to give more than we wish. 
Our loved ones demand greater patience than we think 
we have. Our prayer life is stalling, and we feel God isn’t 
holding up His end of the communication bargain. The 
daily grind seems to be grinding us down. We feel that 
uneasiness in the pit of our stomach, just as we do when 
we part with money we thought belonged solely to us. 

That place of uncertainty propels us in life, in steward-
ship, in relationship. All forward motion comes from that 
feeling. Put out your hands and let yourself be thrust into 
the pit — He will stoop to take you out from the mud. 
Spread your arms on your cross — joy is waiting for you. 
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PARISH DIRECTORY 
Ss. Simon and Jude Catholic Church 

32500 Palmer Rd. — Westland, MI 48186 
Phone 734-722-1343       Fax 734-326-5466 

    Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday, 9:00 a.m.-Noon 
    Parish Office E-mail:  pastor@stssimonandjude.com 
    Website:  www.stssimonandjude.com 
    SVDP Hours: 9 a.m.-Noon, Monday-Wednesday  
 

Rev. Joseph Plawecki, Administrator 
 

     Kristine Melendez, Secretary................................. 722-1343 
     Maria Rivera, Bookkeeper ....................................  722-6830 
     Music Director ......................................................  326-6683 
     Religious Education Office .................................... 326-6814 
     Margaret Reyez, Middle/High School Rel. Ed.. (C) 301-1941 
     Mary Ann Kocsis, Grade School Rel. Ed. ........ (H) 629-4767 
     Sue Webb, Youth Minister ..................................... 788-9362 
     Karen Finley, Pastoral Council Chair  ............. 734-788-7716 
     Sally Sztrecska, Finance Council Chair ................. 729-3965 
     Norm Swope, Ushers’ Club President ............. (H) 595-8327 
     Sherrin Sedlarik, Mother Cabrini Guild Pres.  .. (H) 721-1365 
     SVDP Office  ......................................................... 326-7323 
      

     Schedule of Masses:  
      Saturday afternoon ................................................ 4:30 p.m.  
      Sunday morning .................................................. 10:00 a.m.  
            

Baptism 
Parents intending to have their infants and children (ages 0-5) receive 
the Sacrament of Baptism, must first be a registered parishioner. 
Parents must attend one class of instruction the Tuesday evening 
before the scheduled baptism. Baptisms take place the third full 
weekend of the month alternating each month between Saturday and 
Sunday Masses.   

Reconciliation 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. or 
by appointment. There is a Reconciliation Liturgy the first Thursday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m., unless there is a holiday conflict. There are 
additional reconciliation services scheduled during Advent and Lent. 

Anointing of the Sick 
This is primarily a sacrament of physical healing and spiritual 
strengthening. The sacrament is administered to those facing serious 
surgery or illness. If you desire this sacrament, please call the Parish 
Office. We offer a communal Anointing  service in the spring and fall. 

Marriage 
Couples desiring to marry should contact Fr. Joe by calling the parish 
office. Arrangements must be made at least nine (9) months prior to 
the wedding. The couple (or one party) must be a registered parish-
ioner. 

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS! 
Tell them you saw their ad in our bulletin! 

This Week in Our Parish 
 

Saturday,  August 13 
4:30 p.m. Mass/Quinceneara 
 † Gilbert Burczycki, Req. by the Burczycki Family 
   † Elaine Bennett, Req. by Chris Dixon 
 † Wanda Kusz, Req. by Chris Dixon 
5:30 p.m. Confessions 
    5:30 p.m. Mud Hens’ Game 
Sunday,  August 14, 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
10 a.m. Mass 
 † Bob Hickson , Req. by Toni Hickson  
 † Pete Kwaitkowski , Req. by Terry Kwaitkowski  
    5:30 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 
Monday, August 15, Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 
9 a.m. Mass 
Parish Office Closed 
Tuesday, August 16 
No  Mass 
6:30 p.m. Baptismal Prep Class 
Wednesday, August 17 
No Mass 
  6:30 p.m. Rosary 
    7 p.m. Open Forum Parish Council Meeting 
Thursday, August 18 
No Mass/ Parish Office Closed 
Friday, August 19, World Humanitarian Day 
No Mass 
Saturday,  August 20, St. Benard 
4:30 p.m. Mass/Mission Co-op 
 † Ronald Mazurek, Req. by Kathy Mazurek 
   † Al Pieknik & Lisa Corey, Req. by Rose Pieknik 
5:30 p.m. Confessions 
Sunday,  August 21, 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
10 a.m. Mass/Mission Co-op 
 † Thomas Mazurek , Req. by Adele Mazurek  
     5:30 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 

50/50 Raffle Winners 
 Congratulations to Noreen Miles, who 

won $46.00 on Saturday, July 30, 50/50 Raf-
fle, and to Cyndi Koptanorsky, who won 
$87.00 on Sunday, July 31, 50/50 Raffle! 

Ongoing Book 
Sale in the  
Parish Hall 

Weekly Offering 
July 31                    Env. =  47 
Weekly…..……...…..$2,013.00 
FFC…………………………..$30.00 
Energy……………………….$3.00 
50/50 Raffle…………..$221.00 
Religious Ed……..……..$20.00 

TOTAL…………….$2,287.00 
 
Online Giving….$2,197.39 
 

Readings for the week of August 14, 2022 
Sunday:   Jer 38:4-6, 8-10/Heb 12:1-4/Lk 12:49-53 
Monday: Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/1 Cor 15:20-27/Lk 1:39-56 
Tuesday: Ez 28:1-10/Mt 19:23-30 
Wednesday: Ez 34:1-11/Mt 20:1-16 
Thursday:   Ez 36:23-28/Mt 22:1-14 
Friday: Ez 37:1-14/Mt 22:34-40 
Saturday:  Ez 43:1-7ab/Mt 23:1-12 
Next Sunday: Is 66:18-21/Heb 12:5-7, 11-13/Lk 13:22-30 

Sanctuary Lamp 
 

† Eleanor Bennett, 25th Ann., &   
† Wanda Kusz, 14th Ann., Req. by 

 Chris Dixon 
(Aug 7 - Aug. 21) 


