
32500 Palmer Road   Westland, MI 48186-4773 
734-722-1343   www.stssimonandjude.com 

August 28, 2022 
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Parish Mission Statement - We, the community of Ss. Simon and Jude, a family in communion with Jesus Christ, continuously strive to achieve a 
unified and active parish through our commitments to compassion, continuous growth and community outreach. We pledge to achieve our mis-
sion by establishing open relationships of trust in each other in order to selflessly serve our diverse membership.  

Ss. Simon and Jude  Catholic Church 

To make a gift, visit givecsa.org , 
or use one of the blank cards in 
the gathering area, or use the 

materials you will be receiving shortly in the mail.  Please 
mail your pledges and payments in the pre-addressed 
envelopes.  Make your checks out to “Archdiocese of 
Detroit - CSA”.  Please help us to reach our Parish goal of 
$17,507.00.  So far we’ve raised $7,615.00.  Let’s keep it 
going! 

Pray the Rosary with Us 
Please join us for a prayer for healing for Fr. 

Gerry & Fr. Joe and anybody else who needs 
it.  We will be meeting every Sunday at 7 p.m. 
in the Church.  All are welcome! 

Craft Show 
The Parish Council is looking to see if there is any inter-

est in having a Craft Show, either this fall (if there’s 
enough time), or next spring.  If so, we will need volun-
teers to help with: 

Setting up     Crafters 
Taking down   People to involve Family of Parishes 
Advertising 
Anybody interested please call Lisa Denney at 734-223-

3835.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

School is starting soon, and  Parish Council will be 
collecting supplies to help our Religious Education 
Program and the area children.  We need: Pencils, 
erasers, notebooks, glue sticks, etc.  There will be a 
box in the Gathering Area until Sunday, August 28th.  
Thanks!! 

Mother Cabrini Guild Meeting 
The Mother Cabrini Guild will resume their meetings on 

Thursday, September 1, 2022, at 7:15 p.m. following the 
Reconciliation Liturgy.  Membership dues are payable at 
this meeting - $10 per year.  Any parishioner over 18 is 
welcome to join us. 

http://givecsa.org
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August 28, 2022 
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

People who are concerned with their own advance-
ment and agenda have little room for anyone else. With 
an almost addictive pursuit of esteem and acknowledg-
ment from others, they become little more than entitled 
embodiments of the vice of pride. Public humiliation or 
embarrassment can hit them hard. While avoiding hu-
miliation and embarrass-
ment may be advanta-
geous to obtaining worldly 
success, they are much 
less desirable motivations 
for entering the Kingdom 
of God. Avoiding embar-
rassment is a self-serving 
motivation. Pride and all of its manifestations have no 
place on God’s agenda, neither do worldly success and 
fulfillment. In fact, we have been clearly told that if we 
love our lives, we will lose them.  Therefore, if you really 
want to find your true station in life, learn to give your-
self away. 

While this may sound foolish to secular ears, it actually 
makes perfect sense. God, who is love, makes each of us 
in His image. Love, and therefore God, is in our DNA. 
That being the case, love is never love if it is kept to one-
self or hoarded. Love needs to be shared and given away. 
Therefore, it is the only proper motivation for entering 
the Kingdom of God. The door to happiness is only 
opened when we realize that all we are and all we have 
is due only to God’s grace. Without God we are nothing.  

Love is the remedy for pride and protects us from our-
selves. God asks us to be humble. Only when we are free 
from the traps of pride and arrogance that we can begin 
to follow the path to true humility. Only one who is hum-
ble can rightly love and be of service to God. “God makes 
use only of the humble as his instruments (Jean-Pierre de 
Caussade).”  The humble one does not need others to 
give them worth and value. Their self-esteem comes 
from the much more secure foundation of God. Only 
those who are entirely free can give themselves freely to 
others. Love must always be our motivation for doing all 
things. Be content that God has invited you to the ban-
quet of life. Concern yourself with accepting the invita-
tion, and don’t worry about where you will sit. 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  
Humility and Stewardship 

Some people have “the rich relation” in their family 
tree. Aunt Cindy, who is always traveling somewhere 
new and exciting. Cousin Richard and his lake house. 
Your sister and brother-in-law who buy a new car every 
year. 

Oftentimes these relatives take great happiness in shar-
ing their wealth. You can usually count on an exotic gift 
from Aunt Cindy’s latest adventure or an invitation to go 
out on Richard’s pontoon boat at the end of the summer. 

Yet sometimes, that person wants something in return. 
Not money, of course, but something else. Attention. 
Flattery. Gratitude. Cindy wants you to ask her where she 
got the priceless artifact in Istanbul, so she can talk about 
the many antiquities dealers she visited. Richard wants 
you to ask about his new boat, so he can talk about how 
well business has been this year. Maybe the person just 
wants to know you like the gift or that the experience 
offered is pleasing to you. 

This is a natural inclination that we all possess. There is 
nothing wrong with wanting to be the person people 
count on. There is nothing wrong with wanting to offer 
worthy gifts. There is nothing wrong with hoping that 
maybe, just a little, we might be appreciated. 

What matters is the spirit we carry within our hearts 
when we do it. What matters is our destination as we 
approach that proverbial table. Are we headed for the 
place of honor, expecting it to be waiting for us? Or are 
we making our way to the lowest place, simply thankful 
to be invited to the meal? 
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PARISH DIRECTORY 
Ss. Simon and Jude Catholic Church 

32500 Palmer Rd. — Westland, MI 48186 
Phone 734-722-1343       Fax 734-326-5466 

    Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday, 9:00 a.m.-Noon 
    Parish Office E-mail:  pastor@stssimonandjude.com 
    Website:  www.stssimonandjude.com 
    SVDP Hours: 9 a.m.-Noon, Monday-Wednesday  
 

Rev. Joseph Plawecki, Administrator 
 

     Kristine Melendez, Secretary................................. 722-1343 
     Maria Rivera, Bookkeeper ....................................  722-6830 
     Music Director ......................................................  326-6683 
     Religious Education Office .................................... 326-6814 
     Margaret Reyez, Middle/High School Rel. Ed.. (C) 301-1941 
     Mary Ann Kocsis, Grade School Rel. Ed. ........ (H) 629-4767 
     Sue Webb, Youth Minister ..................................... 788-9362 
     Karen Finley, Pastoral Council Chair  ............. 734-788-7716 
     Sally Sztrecska, Finance Council Chair ................. 729-3965 
     Norm Swope, Ushers’ Club President ............. (H) 595-8327 
     Sherrin Sedlarik, Mother Cabrini Guild Pres.  .. (H) 721-1365 
     SVDP Office  ......................................................... 326-7323 
      

     Schedule of Masses:  
      Saturday afternoon ................................................ 4:30 p.m.  
      Sunday morning .................................................. 10:00 a.m.  
            

Baptism 
Parents intending to have their infants and children (ages 0-5) receive 
the Sacrament of Baptism, must first be a registered parishioner. 
Parents must attend one class of instruction the Tuesday evening 
before the scheduled baptism. Baptisms take place the third full 
weekend of the month alternating each month between Saturday and 
Sunday Masses.   

Reconciliation 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. or 
by appointment. There is a Reconciliation Liturgy the first Thursday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m., unless there is a holiday conflict. There are 
additional reconciliation services scheduled during Advent and Lent. 

Anointing of the Sick 
This is primarily a sacrament of physical healing and spiritual 
strengthening. The sacrament is administered to those facing serious 
surgery or illness. If you desire this sacrament, please call the Parish 
Office. We offer a communal Anointing  service in the spring and fall. 

Marriage 
Couples desiring to marry should contact Fr. Joe by calling the parish 
office. Arrangements must be made at least nine (9) months prior to 
the wedding. The couple (or one party) must be a registered parish-
ioner. 

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS! 
Tell them you saw their ad in our bulletin! 

This Week in Our Parish 
 

Saturday,  August 27, St. Monica 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Ronald Mazurek, Req. by Kathy Mazurek & Family 
5:30 p.m. Confessions 
Sunday,  August 28, 22st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
10 a.m. Mass 
 † Sr. Mary Catherine Rogers , Req. by the Parish  
     5:30 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 
Monday, August 29, The Passion of St. John the Baptist 
No  Mass 
Tuesday, August 30 
No  Mass 
Wednesday, August 31 
No Mass 
Thursday, September 1 
11 a.m. Mass at Village of Westland 
6:30 p.m. Reconciliation Liturgy 
 † Michael Lancaster, Req. by Kathy Lancaster 
Friday, September 2 
No Mass 
Saturday,  September 3, St. Gregory the Great 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Mary Burczycki, Req. by the Marshall Family 
 † Pete Kwaitkowski, Req. by the Mother Cabrini Guild 
5:30 p.m. Confessions 
Sunday,  September 4, 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
10 a.m. Mass 
 † Ray Smith, 4th Ann. , Req. by the Minch Family  
     5:30 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 

Readings for the week of August 28, 2022 
Sunday:   Sir 3:17-18, 20, 28-29/Heb 12:18-19, 22-24a/Lk 14:1, 
7-14 
Monday: 1 Cor 2:1-5/Mk 6:17-29 
Tuesday: 1 Cor 2:10b-16/Lk 4:31-37 
Wednesday: 1 Cor 3:1-9/Lk 4:38-44 
Thursday:  1 Cor 3:18-23/Lk 5:1-11 
Friday: 1 Cor 4:1-5/Lk 5:33-39 
Saturday: 1 Cor 4:6b-15/Ps 145:17-18, 19-20, 21/Lk 6:1-5 
Next Sunday: Wis 9:13-18b/Phlm 9-10, 12-17/Lk 14:25-33 

St. Vincent de Paul Corner 
When you make a monetary donation to 

St. Vincent de Paul (SVdP) using your SVdP 
envelopes, 100% of your donation stays in 
our parish and is used to serve the needy 
here in our area of Westland.  As donations are down, 
we need your help in order to keep serving those in need 
in our community.  Please give so we may help those 
who need it.  Make your checks out to St. Vincent de 
Paul.  Thank you! 

Join our Parish! 
Registration forms are in the pamphlet 
rack between the Main Entrance doors.  
Complete the form and drop it off at 
the Parish office. All are Welcome! 

Please note:  the deadline for submitting articles for the 
bulletin is 11 a.m. Friday for the following weekend’s 
bulletin.  Holidays will vary, and will be posted. 
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Our Prayer List for the Sick 
Frequently parishioners will call to place a family 

member or friend on the prayer list for a surgery or brief 
illness and forget to notify the office after their recovery.  
Our prayer list has grown quite extensively so at the 
beginning of each quarter (January, April, July, and 
October) we will be refreshing our prayer list for the sick.   

If there is someone who needs to remain on our prayer 
list for the  sick list, please call the parish office or slide a 
note in the office window.  Thank you. 

A Prayer for our Church 
 

Gracious God, we the family of Ss. Simon and Jude, 
thank you for the continuing opportunity to carry 
out our mission of service and outreach to each 

other and the greater community. 
Please show us the way to continue to grow and 

prosper as the Community of Ss. Simon and Jude. 
With heartfelt gratitude and love,  

we pray to you, Lord. Amen. 

Book Discussion Group 
 Our book discussion group is meeting on 
Thursday, September 8 (not the 15),  at 
6:30 p.m. in the Fr. Nieckarz Hall.  We are 
reading “The Personal Librarian”, and “The 
Hour I First Believed”.  Please join us, eve-

ryone is welcome.      
 — Kathy Lancaster and Margaret Reyez 

Help Keep our Gathering Area Clean 
Please do not leave miscellaneous items on the tables 

in the Gathering Area without checking with the Parish 
office first.  We want to keep our Gathering area as pre-
sentable as possible for special events/funerals.  Also, do 
not post or take down anything on the Bulletin Board 
without checking with that group first--except on the 
Misc. side--check with the Parish Office.  Thank you for 
helping us keep things clean! 

The Lighter Side 
The Reverend Billy Graham tells of a time early in his 

ministry when he arrived in a small town to preach a re-
vival meeting.  Wanting to mail a letter, he asked a young 
boy where the post office was.  When the boy had told 
him, Dr. Graham thanked him and said, “If you’ll come to 
the church this evening, you can hear me give directions 
on how to get to heaven.” 

“I don’t think I’ll be there,” the boy replied.  “You don’t 
even know how to get to the post office.” 

 
  A mother says to her daughter, “That’s no way to say 

your prayers, honey.” 
The daughter replies, “But Mom, I thought that God 

was tired of hearing the same old stuff every night.  So I 
told him the story of the Three Bears instead.” 

“Lessons from the Pandemic”   
a Reflective Spiritual Workshop presented 

by St. Richard’s Parish Council 
When:  Saturday, September 24, 2022, 9 a.m. - 

Noon 

Where:  St. Richard Parish, Social Hall 

Cost: $25.00 - includes workshop, materials, morn-

ing refreshments, boxed lunch from Honey Baked  

Ham co. 

    Join us to reflect on your personal journey during 

the pandemic.  Identify something positive and last-

ing from the challenges that you faced.   

    Sign up sheets are available in the rack between 

the main doors.  Fill out and send form and pay-

ments to St. Richard’s, please. 
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