
Breast Cancer Basket Raffle 
The Mother Cabrini Guild is sponsoring a 

Breast Cancer Basket Raffle in October.  If 
you have any items you would like to do-
nate to the raffle for a basket, please con-
tact Sharlene Frizzell at 734-776-9697.  She 
can make arrangements to pick up the donated items at 
that time. 

 
 
Saturday, October 15, 2022 
9 a.m. — 9 p.m. 

Ss. Simon and Jude Parish Hall 
$35 per person full day  
$20 per person half day 

Vendors will be available.  Light 
breakfast, lunch, dinner, and snacks will be provided.  
Public Welcome.  Contact Sandy Kopcak at 734-721-4867 
or sandrakopcak@gmail.com. 

32500 Palmer Road   Westland, MI 48186-4773 
734-722-1343   www.stssimonandjude.com 

September 25, 2022 
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Parish Mission Statement - We, the community of Ss. Simon and Jude, a family in communion with Jesus Christ, continuously strive to achieve a 
unified and active parish through our commitments to compassion, continuous growth and community outreach. We pledge to achieve our mis-
sion by establishing open relationships of trust in each other in order to selflessly serve our diverse membership.  

 

The Mother Cabrini Guild invites all parishion-

ers age 18 and over to become a member of the Mother 
Cabrini Guild.  You will enjoy many benefits in your spiri-
tual and social life.  We are in need of young people to 
join our group.  We are responsible for the care of the 
altar linens and have purchased vestments and many 
other items for Mass and the Church.  Also, we provide 
desserts for the Ushers’ Club dinners.  We hold six 
meetings a year:  September, October, November, 
March, April and May.  We also have a Christmas Party 
in December.  Come join us! 

- Kathy Lancaster, Membership Committee 

Pray the Rosary 
 Come pray the Rosary with the 

39’ers every Monday at 11 a.m. 
during October. Everyone is 
welcome.   

Since January 2022 
Aaron & Kaitlyn  

Nichols, Madison Hts. 
Maria Vega, Detroit 

 
Deborah Wieczorek, Westland 

Stephanie Gozowsky & Leo Theisen, Wayne 
Chinedu Nwahiri & Joy Onuluneme, Westland  

Angela Ezeh, Westland 

Ss. Simon and Jude  Catholic Church 

To make a gift, visit givecsa.org , 
or use one of the blank cards in 
the gathering area, or use the 

materials you will be receiving shortly in the mail.  Please 
mail your pledges and payments in the pre-addressed 
envelopes.  Make your checks out to “Archdiocese of 
Detroit - CSA”.  Please help us to reach our Parish goal of 
$17,507.00.  So far we’ve raised $7,805.00.  Let’s keep it 
going! 

Registration: September 17 & 18, 24 & 25 
Cost: $50 plus $25 for materials for 1 child 
          $90 plus $50 for materials for 2 children 
          $120 plus $25 (per child) for materials for 3 
          Or more children. 
There will be a mandatory Parent meeting on October 
5, 6:15 - 7:30 p.m.  Classes start October 12, 6:15 p.m. 

http://givecsa.org
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Therese Brogowski 
Julie Bjerk 
Barb Phillips 
Jay Richards 
Quincy Frank 
Donna Hiollis 
Lori Mercier 
Judy FitzPatrick 
Erin Maddix 
Delores Hart 
David Boguslawski 
Bob Patterson 
Russ Nowaczck 

Robert Bur 
Taylor Day 
Irene Wurster 
Jo Hamm 
Ron Hays 
Camille Heraghty 
Andy Scheik 
Stacy Peabody 
Mustafa Harasili 
Ezra Mack 
Roberta Tindell 
Becky Martindale 
Rachel Palecki 
Dorthea Hunsinger 
Kevin Pardee 
Ida Pardee 
Everett Watson 
Mary Morgan 
Susan Smith 

Don Iminski 
Rachel Lear 
Lillian Lombardi 
Sienna  Lombardi 
William Erickson 
Gavin Ramirez 
Rudy Sedlarik 
Jesse Melendez 
Mary Painter 
Brenda Painter 
Carol Mikaelin 
Laura Nowak 
Bill Ziemba 
Journey Rehnlund 
James Peltier 
Eugenia Ozga 
Joe Kocsis 
Zack Marsh 
Dennis Caruso 

Don Sabourin 
Manuel Sanchez 
Scott Sedlarik  
Chris Trembley 
Patrick Suchy 
Fr. Gerard Bechard 
Cohen Frank 
Rose Pieknik 
Gerard Painter 
Helena Walczowski 
Paula Rehnlund 
Stan Armstrong 
Cyndi Lombardi 
Rena Laverty 
David Ted 
Boguslawski 
Carol Fenner 

September 25, 2022 
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

“If they will not listen to Moses and the prophets, nei-
ther will they be persuaded if someone should rise from 
the dead.” Regardless of how the message of faith is re-
ceived, a total conversion of mind and heart is needed 
for it to take root and have meaning. It is easy to become 
complacent and comfortable with all that life can afford 
us. Life can become “all about me,” preserving my liveli-
hood and protecting my securities. Often, this drive can 
become so strong that we eagerly strive to protect our 
self-interests at the expense of others. Other people are 
necessary only to the extent that they are “useful” to us 
and profitable. 

Merriam-Webster de-
fines entitlement as “the 
belief that one is deserv-
ing of or entitled to cer-
tain privileges.” In a 
world that pretends to 
offer us so many necessi-
ties, this is perhaps the greatest contemporary sin. When 
we feel “entitled” to something, even if it is perceived 
necessary, our relationships can get skewed. Unless we 
adopt a global vision of entitlement wherein everyone is 
entitled to the same things, we risk becoming extremely 
self-focused and selfish. All we care about is defending 
our rights and protecting our turf. This impulse can be so 
strong that we pursue it even at the expense of another. 
Is this what God intends for his children? 

Holding on to this myopic vision, the plight and station 
of others are off our radar and of no real concern to us. 
Relying on our own merits and becoming resilient to 
life’s challenges, we replace the true and real God with 
the one we created ourselves. Jesus and the prophets 
before him have consistently reminded us of the dangers 
of wealth, ignoring the poor and the needy, and becom-
ing too fiercely independent and arrogant. Yet, we con-
duct our lives as if that message has never been 
preached. We give our faith a nod and never consider for 
a moment that we may be wrong in terms of what we 
see as important. “The things that we love tell us what 
we are (attributed to St. Thomas Aquinas).” Ponder those 
words a bit and remember that when we leave this world 
and go to the next one, what we loved here is what we 
will look for there. What we sought here may not be 
there. 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  
Competing Like a Steward 

Picture it: family game night. What are you playing? 
Monopoly? Clue? Chess? Poker? 

Whatever your game of choice, I’ll bet the night is a lot 
more fun when everyone tries their best to win. Sure, no 
one likes an obnoxiously competitive opponent — but if 
we’re being honest with ourselves, it’s actually more an-
noying to face off with someone who just doesn’t care. A 
little competition gives the activity a pulse. It keeps eve-
ryone interested. It speaks to the worthiness of the en-
deavor. 

We are told to “compete well for the faith.” These are 
confusing words, perhaps, since cutthroat competition 
doesn’t jive with the spiritual ideals of submission and 
humility. So why is God asking this of us? He isn’t setting 
up some kind of cosmic contest to reward the smartest, 
strongest, and fastest among us with His mercy and 
grace. 

Competition doesn’t have to mean aggressive self-
interest. It doesn’t have to mean ferocity and lack of 
principle. Competition can — and should — mean wit-
ness. Think of the Olympics. There’s a competition that 
isn’t a conquest or a performance but rather a testimony 
— a feat of strength! A celebration of ability, hard work, 
and effort. Does anything glorify God more than that? 

Let’s strive to be competitive, but with the competitive 
nature of an everyday steward: that which seeks the 
good of all running the race. 
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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PARISH DIRECTORY 
Ss. Simon and Jude Catholic Church 

32500 Palmer Rd. — Westland, MI 48186 
Phone 734-722-1343       Fax 734-326-5466 

    Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday, 9:00 a.m.-Noon 
    Parish Office E-mail:  pastor@stssimonandjude.com 
    Website:  www.stssimonandjude.com 
    SVDP Hours: 9 a.m.-Noon, Monday-Wednesday  
 

Rev. Joseph Plawecki, Administrator 
 

     Kristine Melendez, Secretary................................. 722-1343 
     Maria Rivera, Bookkeeper ....................................  722-6830 
     Music Director ......................................................  326-6683 
     Religious Education Office .................................... 326-6814 
     Margaret Reyez, Middle/High School Rel. Ed.. (C) 301-1941 
     Mary Ann Kocsis, Grade School Rel. Ed. ........ (H) 629-4767 
     Sue Webb, Youth Minister ..................................... 788-9362 
     Karen Finley, Pastoral Council Chair  ............. 734-788-7716 
     Sally Sztrecska, Finance Council Chair ................. 729-3965 
     Norm Swope, Ushers’ Club President ............. (H) 595-8327 
     Sherrin Sedlarik, Mother Cabrini Guild Pres.  .. (H) 721-1365 
     SVDP Office  ......................................................... 326-7323 
      

     Schedule of Masses:  
      Saturday afternoon ................................................ 4:30 p.m.  
      Sunday morning .................................................. 10:00 a.m.  
            

Baptism 
Parents intending to have their infants and children (ages 0-5) receive 
the Sacrament of Baptism, must first be a registered parishioner. 
Parents must attend one class of instruction the Tuesday evening 
before the scheduled baptism. Baptisms take place the third full 
weekend of the month alternating each month between Saturday and 
Sunday Masses.   

Reconciliation 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. or 
by appointment. There is a Reconciliation Liturgy the first Thursday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m., unless there is a holiday conflict. There are 
additional reconciliation services scheduled during Advent and Lent. 

Anointing of the Sick 
This is primarily a sacrament of physical healing and spiritual 
strengthening. The sacrament is administered to those facing serious 
surgery or illness. If you desire this sacrament, please call the Parish 
Office. We offer a communal Anointing  service in the spring and fall. 

Marriage 
Couples desiring to marry should contact Fr. Joe by calling the parish 
office. Arrangements must be made at least nine (9) months prior to 
the wedding. The couple (or one party) must be a registered parish-
ioner. 

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS! 
Tell them you saw their ad in our bulletin! 

This Week in Our Parish 
 

Saturday,  September 24 
 4:30 p.m. Religious Education Registration 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Ronald Mazurek, Req. by Kathy Mazurek 
 † Deceased Members of the Doupe Family, Req. by  
  Toni Doupe 
5:30 p.m. Confessions 
Sunday,  September 25, 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 10 a.m. Religious Education Registration 
10 a.m. Mass 
 † Thomas Mazurek, Req. by Adela Mazurek 
 Mary Ann Kocsis, on Her Retirement, Req. by the  
 Religious Education Staff 
    11 a.m. Retirement Party for Mary Ann Kocsis 
    5:30 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 
7 p.m. Rosary 
Monday, September 26 
No  Mass 
Tuesday, September 27, St. Vincent de Paul 
No  Mass 
Wednesday, September 28 
No Mass 
Thursday, September 29, Sts. Michael, Gabriel & Raphael 
No Mass    
Friday, September 30, St. Jerome 
No Mass 
Saturday,  October 1, St. Theresa of the Child Jesus 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Deceased Members of the Mary Burczycki Family, 
Req. by the Marshall Family 
 † Pete Kwiatkowski, Req. by Toni Doupe 
5:30 p.m. Confessions 
Sunday,  October 2, 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
10 a.m. Mass 
 † Ray Smith, Req. by the Minch Family 
 † Mike Hurst, Req. by Rene` Plante  
    5:30 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 
7 p.m. Rosary 
 Weekly Offering 

Sept. 11                  Env. =  88 
Weekly…..……........$1,237.00 
FFC………………….…....$118.00 
Energy……………….…....$70.00 
50/50 Raffles………….$146.00 
Maintenance……..…..$180.00 
Used Books……………...$11.00 
Religious Ed…………...$101.00 
Holy Days….……………..$20.00 

TOTAL…………….$1,883.00 

Readings for the week of September 25, 2022 
Sunday:   Am 6:1a, 4-7/1 Tm 6:11-16/Lk 16:19-31 
Monday: Jb 1:6-22/Lk 9:46-50 
Tuesday: Jb 3:1-3, 11-17, 20-23/Lk 9:51-56 
Wednesday: Jb 9:1-12, 14-16/Lk 9:57-62 
Thursday:   Dan 7:9-10, 13-14 or Rv 12:7-12a/Jn 1:47-51 
Friday: Jb 38:1, 12-21; 40:3-5/Lk 10:13-16 
Saturday:  Jb 42:1-3, 5-6, 12-17/Lk 10:17-24 
Next Sunday: Hb 1:2-3; 2:2-4/2 Tm 1:6-8, 13-14/Lk 17:5-10 

Please note:  the deadline for submitting articles for the 
bulletin is 11 a.m. Friday for the following weekend’s 
bulletin.  Holidays will vary, and will be posted. 

Expenses for the  
Month of August 
Contracted Services...$255.96 
General Expenses….…$487.42 
Interest Expense…..$1,000.00 
Worship Programs…..$223.22 
Grounds Maint…..…$3,786.14 
Utilities…………………$4,373.57 
Vehicles…………………..$163.00 
Insurance………………$1,351.85 
AOD Assessment……..$795.93 
Total………………….$12,437.11 



SS. SIMON & JUDE PARISH                                                                                                                                                                                   PAGE 4 

50/50 Raffle Winners 
 Congratulations to Susan Michalik, who 

won $44.00 on Saturday, Sept. 10, 50/50 
Raffle, and to Carolyn Gregones, who won 
$82.00 on Sunday, Sept. 11, 50/50 Raffle.   

Alter Servers Needed 
Ss Simon and Jude is in need of altar servers. If a child, 

you must have made communion;  adults are welcome 
too. Looking especially for Saturday masses but Sundays 
as well. Call or text Carolyn Gregones at (734)765-3298.  

A Prayer for our Church 
 

Gracious God, we the family of Ss. Simon and Jude, 
thank you for the continuing opportunity to carry 
out our mission of service and outreach to each 

other and the greater community. 
Please show us the way to continue to grow and 

prosper as the Community of Ss. Simon and Jude. 
With heartfelt gratitude and love,  

we pray to you, Lord. Amen. 

Lectors/Commentators needed!  Call  
Kathy Lancaster at 734-729-5277. 

Fr. Joe will be holding a Blessing of 
the Animals on Monday, October 
4th at 6:30 p.m.  Feel free to bring 
your furry/feathered friends in for a 
special blessing. 

Book Discussion Group 
 Our book discussion group is meeting on 
Thursday, October 13,  at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Fr. Nieckarz Hall.  We are reading “Fly 
Away”, by Kristin Hannah.  Please join us, 

everyone is welcome.      
 — Kathy Lancaster and Margaret Reyez 

Join our Parish! 
Registration forms are in the pamphlet 
rack between the Main Entrance doors.  
Complete the form and drop it off at 
the Parish office. All are Welcome! 

Pray the Rosary with Us 
Please join us for a prayer for healing for Fr. 

Gerry & Fr. Joe and anybody else who needs 
it.  We will be meeting every Sunday at 7 p.m. 
in the Church.  All are welcome! 

Craft Show 
The Parish Council is looking to see if there is any inter-

est in having a Craft Show, either this fall (if there’s 
enough time), or next spring.  If so, we will need volun-
teers to help with: 

Setting up     Crafters 
Taking down   People to involve Family of Parishes 
Advertising 
Anybody interested please call Lisa Denney at 734-223-

3835.   

Lighter Side 
One-Liners 
An elderly woman was mailing an old family Bible to 

her brother in another part of the country. When she put 
the heavy package on the counter, the postal clerk asked, 
“Is there anything breakable in here?” “Just the Ten 
Commandments,” the lady replied. 

 
When Napoleon claimed that he would destroy the 

Church, Pope Pius VII is said to have responded, “Oh, you 
silly little man. You’re trying to do what seventeen centu-
ries of priests and bishops have tried and failed to do!” 

 
Bulletin Squib:  “If your troubles are deep-seated and 

long-standing, then try kneeling.” 
 
Pope John XXIII, when asked how many people work at 

the Vatican, replied, “About half of them.” 
 
St. Teresa of Avila, upon slipping and falling into a mud 

puddle, reportedly stood up and cried to the heavens, “If 
this is how you treat your friends, then it’s no wonder 
you have so few of them!” 
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