
English 10/ Honors English 10 

• Students planning to enroll in Honors will meet the preceding May to confirm acceptance and receive 

summer assignments.  

Mrs. Christine Richard ( B.S. Honors English/Speech/Secondary Education, M.Ed. Curriculum and Instruction) 

 crichard@thewwcs.com 

 

The Key Concept of the Course 

 The focus of this course is the further development of the writing process, literary analyses, and 

vocabulary development. Students of the writing process embrace openness to editing and acceptance of  

writing’s subjective nature. The nature of analyses, argument, and synthesis demands a desire to seek beyond 

the surface level into the depths of motivation, suggestions of literary and rhetorical devices complimented by 

synthesis of ancillary events and studies. Studying vocabulary compliments both writing skills and literary 

study. The student’s dedication to writing, reading, vocabulary, and grammar will empower the student.  

Honors English students will be expected to complete summer reading and writing assignments. During the 

school year, Honors English students will be required to exhibit exemplary leadership in all aspects of the 

course. Honors students will sign a “Contract of Expectations.”  

General Plan/Grading 

 The class will combine lecture, individual practice, and small group work. Students will be expected to 

arrive at intelligent and innovative conclusions through the writing process. On a typical class day, students will 

work through vocabulary, grammar, reading, and writing. I am available for assistance at lunch and after school. 

Grades will be formulated on a “total points” basis versus categorical weighting of course work. Semester exam 

formats vary. Any element of plagiarism will result in a zero with no recourse to resubmit. Please refer to the 

DeSales Student Handbook for the complete policy.  

Differentiated Learning 

 For students seeking and/or needing enrichment opportunities, I will conference with the student. 

Options will include writing and recitation contests, attending lectures and readings at local colleges, and 

developing a writing exchange program with grades 2-5 at Assumption. ( For Honors students the writing and 

recitation competitions are compulsory.) 

   

Primary Texts and Materials 

Prentice Hall, Timeless Voice, Timeless Themes      Ongoing 

Wordly Wise, Book 10          Ongoing 

My Perspectives          1st Semester 

A Separate Peace, by John Knowles        1st Quarter 

MCFARLAND USA ( film- Disney Productions)      1st Quarter 

Poetry Out Loud Anthology         2nd t Quarter 

1984, by George Orwell         2nd Quarter 

Up From Slavery, by Booker T. Washington       2nd Quarter   

Of Mice and Men, by John Steinbeck        3rd Quarter 

The Grapes of Wrath, by John Steinbeck       3rd Quarter 

Antigone, by Sophocles         4th Quarter 

The Tragedy of Julius Caesar , by William Shakespeare     4th Quarter 

 

 



 

Assessment           Ongoing 

1. Weekly vocabulary quizzes. 

2. Consistent journal submissions. 

3. Study guide questions for novels. 

4. Periodic quizzes and tests over reading material.  

5. Oral presentations 

6. Evaluation of essays ( MLA format) based on the following elements: thesis, syntax, diction, unity, 

coherence, and mechanics.  

 

Late and Make-up Work  

 Students are expected to submit all assignments on time. Homework assignments are typically due at the 

beginning of class. Work submitted one day late will receive a fifty percent deduction. Work due on a Friday 

will not be accepted on the following Monday. In the case of an excused absence, students must assume 

responsibility for obtaining missed assignment and completing it in a timely manner. In the case of extended 

illness, we will develop an action plan. Missing class for an appointment or event does not excuse the student 

from submitting an assignment. Communication is critical.  

 

 

 

Unit 1  Perspectives         1st Quarter 

 Essential Questions: How/why is it that shared experiences often result in differing perspectives? 

Is perception reality? Is perception truth? What is the difference between one’s personal reality and 

objective truth?             

   

Skills: 

1. Essay development ( comparison/contrast, argumentative, and narrative)  

2. Recognize logical fallacies.  

3. Edit for coherency, unity, and mechanical/grammatical accuracy. 

4. Utilize and understand the importance of active reading through textual annotation.  

5. Appreciate the varied perspectives of authors and poets. 

6. Memorize and recite a poem. Honors will be expected to memorize and recite two poems. In 

addition, Honors will be asked to give strong consideration to competing in Poetry Out Loud. 

 

 

Unit 2  Social Justice          2nd Quarter 

 Essential Questions: How do writers and poets respond to and thus reflect the challenges of their 

time?  

Skills: 

1. Understand the import of the rhetorical situation. 

2. Master recognition of rhetorical devices. 

3. Review grammatical elements.  

4. Prepare for an objective final that will test knowledge of logical fallacies, rhetorical devices, and 

grammatical elements. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Unit 3  Clashing Forces         3rd Quarter 

 Essential Questions: How does one develop resilience and perseverance? How does a person’s 

faith impact decisions? What is the ethical balance between “people and profit?”  

Skills: 

1. Examine the inciting incident of a dilemma.  

2. Reflect on one’s past and the impact of family history. 

3. Understand author’s purpose and cultural consequences.  

4. Develop an oral presentation based on the contemporary elements present in The Grapes of 

Wrath.  

 

 

 

 

 Unit 4  Power and Responsibility        4th  

Quarter 

 Essential Questions: What are the responsibilities of those in positions of power? What are the 

qualities of an ethical leader? What are the responsibilities of the governed? What is a just law?  

Skills: 

5. Read and understand the dynamics of Greek theater. 

6. Read and understand the dynamics of a Shakespearian tragedy.  

7. Maintain a reading journal in response to the conflicts in Orwell’s 1984. 

8. Develop an argumentative essay. 

9. Develop a character analysis essay. 

10. Develop a 7-10 minute oral presentation in response to one of the reading selections. This will 

constitute the semester final.  

 

 

 

 


