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Eric C. Rohde | erohde@thewwcs.com | Office Hours: 2:15-3pm

Course Details
Economics will examine the way in which economics affects the lives of individuals. The class will also examine how individuals through their economic choices shape the world. The study of economics includes learning about scarcity and choice, opportunity cost and trade-offs, productivity, supply and demand, economic systems, the roles of government, monetary policy and fiscal policy as well as other recurrent themes, such as the economy and global issues. 

Course Description
Economics will examine the way in which economics affects the lives of individuals. The class will also examine how individuals through their economic choices shape the world. Course is graded with tests, homework and three main projects that potentially demonstrate to students the benefits and disadvantages of economic choices. Units on personal finances and the stock market are also included. The semester concludes with a marriage/roommate project that helps students better understand personal finances through real-world problems.

Thematic Units, Objectives and Projects
· How do people manage their unlimited wants in a world of limited resources?
· Project: Four types of economies debate (Traditional, Mixed, Capitalism and Command)
· What role does government play and what role should they play in economics?
· How to people weigh costs and benefits to make decisions?	
· What is economics? Making good economic choices and decision making
· HJow does supply and demand affect market structures?
· How did our money evolve in America?
· Project: (if time) Rags to Riches research project
· Project on entrepreneurs who influenced the American economic system. 
· What the heck is GDP and why do I care?
· Show me the money...using the stock market wisely
· Project: MarketWatch stock market scenario game
· College savings: Banking, loans, credit oh my
· Should I rent or buy? The housing market decisions
· Project: LifeStrikes Marriage/Roommate Project (Final exam project); Assigned in April

Textbook and Resources
· Understanding Economics (McGraw Hill)
· Films (only one of these shown each year)
· Inside Job (Amazon Prime)
· Documentary showing the economic downturn during the 2007-2008 financial crisis
· The Big Short (Amazon Prime)
· Language edited out version
· Showing the economic downturn during the 2007-2008 financial crisis from the viewpoint fo the men who bet short against the banks

Skills
· Be an informed person about YOUR economic decisions
· Learn the right and wrong way to save money
· Analyze sources to make informed decisions about the economy
· Make decisions based on the criteria and the data obtained
· Be curious. Ask powerful and informative questions
· Define the issues and identify key influences over markets and the economy

Assessment
Students will be graded on total points system that will minimally include the following:
· Class work, Homework, Projects (taking place after 2-4 chapters completed), quizzes, Tests, Essay assignments, Final Project.
· Classwork/Homework: 30%
· Projects: 35%
· Tests: 45%
· No semester final: Marriage/Roommate project is the final exam project
Grading
All students who are excused when absent will be given the opportunity to make up work in a timely fashion. If you are absent it is your responsibility to see the instructor and receive any work missed when absent. If you missed a test or quiz it is your job to set up a mutually agreeable time for you to make up the missing test or quiz. Students who have unexcused absences will not have the opportunity to make up any participation points, in-class work, homework, quizzes, or tests missed during unexcused absences.

Academic Honesty
If you are caught cheating, including plagiarism, on anything in the class, you will earn a ZERO on that assignment and not be given an opportunity to make it up.



 
