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Changes Around the School  
 Since the school year started, you may have 

noticed the numerous changes throughout our 

school. With so many new projects, many students 

have expressed some confusion. I spoke with Mrs. 

Jamie VanWormer (the Director of Advancement) 

and asked her about both the security systems and 

the drilling in our parking lot. 

 If you were attending Desales last year, you 

probably remember the assembly with Mr. Peter 

Crabtree. Through his surveying of our school and 

the risk assessment he put together, we were able 

to gain a Homeland Security grant for two years. Along with the cam-

eras being installed on both the interior and the exterior of the 

school, a new buzz-in system with card and/or app access for faculty, 

staff, and students will be installed as well as a security vestibule for 

visitors to walk through before entering the building. This plan also 

will extend to the Assumption building in time with both schools hav-

ing an intercom system as well. The cameras are not active and run-

ning yet, but they should be running by January with the buzz-in sys-

tem as well. The vestibule will be put in during the summer of 2023.   

The other change that you may have noticed was the commo-

tion in the parking lot at the beginning of the month. This process is 

referred to as Geo Tech, which consists of drilling into the ground and 

collecting soil samples. These samples and their contents will be 

tested on their bearing capacity. This in turn will help us know if the 

ground is suitable for new projects.  

Both the security upgrades and the soil testing are both 

linked to the Capital Campaign. This campaign works in phases with 

the end goal of creating a full K-12 campus with a new K-5 wing that 

will be where the parking lot is presently located. The planned first 

phase is a full revamp of the electrical, mechanical, and HVAC sys-

tems here at DeSales. This, as well as a kitchen remodel, are hope-

fully expected to begin over the summer before the next school 

year. The Capital Campaign relies heavily on donors, and coordinat-

ing and scheduling meetings to discuss these donors and look for 

new ones. Even donating a small gift helps this vision become a reali-

ty, and further the WWCS mission even further.   — Macy Chvatal 
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Happy Birthdays 

Remy Arceo 12/1 

Santiago Saldana Flores     

                             12/2 

Juan Pablo Diaz    12/8 

Jenna Cox 12/10 

Taryn Cox 12/10 

Lian Skaarup 12/10 

Lin Skaarup 12/10 

Roque Diaz 12/12 

Natalee Harding        

                             12/23 

Sal Sisk  12/30 

Watching movies during the holiday season is a given, especially 

during December with Christmas and New Years around the corner. You 

might ask yourself: Should I watch a new movie or a classic? You could 

always wait to see new movies in theaters, but you could also choose to 

lay back on the couch and watch a classic Christmas movie. To prevent 

you from looking everywhere for that one dvd or scrolling through the 

Christmas section on your streaming service, here is a list of traditional 

Christmas movies. 

 

Animated Movies:  
The Snowman 1982- 

On Christmas Eve, a boy makes a snowman that comes to 

life and takes him to see Santa. 

A Charlie Brown Christmas- 

Seeing a problem with the Christmas spirit among his friends, 

Charlie Brown attempts to restore the proper spirit with a for-

lorn little fir Christmas tree, but in the end he needs Linus' 

help to learn the meaning of Christmas. 

A Christmas Carol- 

Ebenezer Scrooge, an elderly miser, is visited by the ghost of 

his former business partner Jacob Marley and the spirits of 

Christmas Past: Present and Yet to Come. After such events 

from the visits, he turns over a new leaf and is now kind to 

those around him. 

-Martin Cervantes 

World Cup Update  

Favorite Family Christmas Movies  

The 22nd World Cup is being held in Qatar and is the first to be 

held in the northern hemisphere during winter. Normally, the World Cup is 

held in the southern hemisphere winter months of June and July. The 

World Cup qualifiers normally start practicing and competing to qualify 2-3 

years before the World Cup. The host countries automatically qualify for 

the tournament. 32 teams qualify for the group stages and only 16 pro-

gress to the knockout rounds. The group stage operates in a round robin 

format in which every team in the group faces one another. They get 3 points for a win, 1 for a draw, and 0 for 

a loss. The top 2 teams in the 4 team group progress to the knockout rounds.   

Coming into the tournament this year is Messi leading team Argentina. They are heavy favorites to win 

along with Brazil and France being favored as well. The United States men's national team started their World 

Cup campaign with a 1-1 draw to Wales, all thanks to a costly penalty at the end against the Americans. Their 

next game was against 2018 semi finalist, England. It was a very entertaining defensive game. Due to the fact 

that the American team had tied twice and Iran won their match against Wales, they went into the final match 

needing a win to advance to the latter stages of the cup. They did just that and delivered a 1-0 win against 

Iran to gain their spot in the Round 16. They ended up facing the Dutch team that was unbeaten 18 matches 

before facing the U.S. The Netherlands found the back of the net 10 minutes after kickoff with Depay opening 

the score. They pulled another one back before halftime and the score was 2-0. The U.S.A grabbed a goal in 

the 76th minute to make it 2-1 before Dumfries made it 3-1 to send the U.S. back home from Qatar.  

As we go to press the two teams facing off for the championship are Argentina and France.  We hope 

you enjoyed watching these matches as they have played and we look forward to the next World Cup that will 

be held in America!   - Moyse Manon  
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Immaculate 
Conception  

    December 8 
is the Feast of 
the Immacu-
late Concep-
tion. Contrary 
to popular 
belief, the Immaculate Concep-
tion celebrates Mary’s concep-
tion not Jesus’. It is believed 
that since Mary was chosen by 
God to be the mother of Jesus, 
she was conceived and born 
without Original Sin.   

    The Immaculate Conception 
is a Holy Day of Obligation in 
which Catholics are supposed 
to celebrate Mass. In celebra-
tion, the students from DeSales 
went to Mass at Assumption 
with the Assumption students. 
After Mass, all the students 
went to Assumption had 
snacks, and did activities to-
gether.  

    Celebrating Holy Days of 
Obligation as a school and 
church community is one of 
the DeSales’ students favorite 
days!  

Favorite Christmas Movies   
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 For the next couple months we will be highlighting our senior winter 

sports athletes. The Walla Walla Catholic Schools’ social media will also be 

highlighting our senior athletes but they will be doing one athlete per week. 

the Tales of DeSales will highlight one sport per edition. This month we will 

be focusing on our Winter Cheer athletes: Jenna Cox, Erin Beck, Grace Mur-

ray, and Licet Lara.    

The tri-sport senior cheerleader, Erin, has been a part of the De-

Sales cheer team since her freshman year. Erin participates in Fall 

Cheer, Winter Cheer, and is a member of the varsity Golf team. Erin 

enjoys hanging out with the team and appreciates all the good 

memories that she has made. Due to having different coaches 

throughout the years, Erin’s position has changed. She has previ-

ously been a flyer but this year she is also working as a back spot. 

She enjoys stunting and is happy to be able to try different positions with the 

stunt groups.    

Jenna has been a member of the cheer team for all four years of 

high school. She started her sports career playing soccer from a 

very young age and played until her sophomore year when she de-

cided to focus on showing cattle. Jenna is a base for the cheer 

team and is also the captain this year. Her favorite cheer is ‘Yell’ 

and she enjoys doing preps. Jenna is grateful for the opportunity to 

have been a part of the DeSales cheer team during her high school 

years and she says that it has taught her patience and team building skills.  

    Senior Sports Shout Out:  Cheer 

Live action movies: 
 

How the Grinch Stole Christmas- 

Grinch and his dog Max come down from his mountaintop home 

and sneaks into town to swipe everything holiday-related from the 

Whos, but later the bitter grump finds a hitch in his plans when he 

encounters the endearing Cindy Lou Who 

Elf- 

Unable to shake the feeling that he doesn't fit in, Buddy travels to 

New York in search of his real father. After a DNA test proves Wal-

ter Hobbs to be his dad, he reluctantly attempts to start a relation-

ship with the childlike Buddy with increasingly chaotic results. 

Home Alone- 

After the McCallisters mistakenly leave for the airport without 

Kevin. Then he awakens to an empty house, and he later realizes 

that con men plan to rob the house, and that he alone must pro-

tect the family home. 

 

Upcoming movies….: 

Avatar: The Way of Water (Dec 16) 

Puss in Boots: The Last Wish (Dec 21) 

I Wanna Dance with Somebody (Dec 23) 

A Man Called Otto (Dec 25)  

- Martin Cervantes  



First Quarter 
Honor Roll  

 

Honor Roll 3.0 - 3.59 

Nataley Diaz, Gunnar Ferra-
ro, Evie Liberty, Cole Mi-
chael, Santiago Saldana-
Flores, Tesia Bivins, Nicholas 
Chvatal, Rylan Huse, Levi 
Magnaghi, Orla McLaughlin, 
Caleb Robison, Roel Vil-
lasenor, Roqye Diaz, Maddox 
Filan, Anni Jimenez, Jaxon 
Kezele, Tessa Klein, Tyler 
Martonick, Connor Nunes, 
Haileigh Owsley, Kate Dun-
ham, Danny Freeman, Dal-
ton Lopez, Lauren Williams, 
Alex Wooters, Joe Baffney, 
Emma Jimenez, Emma Klein, 
Licet Lara, Alex Manon, 
Tayle’ Mooney, Luke Nelson, 
Lian Skaarup, Lin Skaarup, 
and Morgan Thomas. 

 

High Honor Roll  
3.6 - 3.99 

Brooklyn Basel, Callen Bend-
er, Dominic Fazzari, Teresa 
Holtzinger, Caleb Bingham, 
Braeden McCauley, Trey 
McCauley, Mavrec Mills, 
Datu Perez, Cohen Wood,  
Baker Basel, Matthew Beck, 
Jason Guest, Wade Huether, 
Maddie Ortuno, Jake Bu-
ratto, Janie Doohan, Abi 
Guest, Javi Guizar, Helen 
Hellberg-Wilson, Caroline 
Kutsch, Wes Stilson, Jeyten 
Strnadel, Levi Bingham, 
Talise Bivins, Macy Chvatal, 
Sebastian Goeden, Carter 
Green, Caden McCollaugh, 
Regina Nelson, Leah Ruth-
ven, Erin Beck, Jenna Cox, 
Taryn Cox, Dylan Grant, and 
Grace Murray. 

 

Senior Sports Shout Out: Cheer  

 

Grace is the tallest cheerleader and has also been a 

member of the cheer team all four years of high school. 

She has enjoyed all of her teammates throughout the 

years but says that this years’ group has been especially 

fun to be around and work with. Grace is the main back 

spot for the cheer team. She enjoys stunting and says 

that the way that the new coach, Michelle Howard, has 

been teaching preps has been really helpful. Grace also participates in 

Fall Cheer and she loves going to all the games. She has loved being a 

cheerleader and is thankful for the experiences and memories.   

 
Licet is the newest member of the cheer team with her first 

season being this years’ Fall Cheer season. Licet has come 

to be an invaluable base and has learned very quickly. Her 

favorite part about being on the team is stunting because 

she likes throwing and catching people. Her favorite stunt 

is a cradle and she loves doing the cheer ‘Red Hot’. Licet 

loves the atmosphere and vibes of the cheer team. She 

has had a lot of fun learning how to stunt and the various cheers. Licet 

wants to thank all of the cheerleaders that have shown her the ropes 

and taught her how to stunt and what the cheers are.       - Taryn Cox  
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Feast Day Fun! 

4.0 Honor Roll 
Estelle Bender Hudson Hall Billy Holtzinger Heidi Scott Eli Hurwitz 
Linley Donnelly    Lucas McEntire Tori Kimble Madeline Scott Jack Lesko 
Emma Edwards Spencer Green Anna Konen Daniel Balof 
Jake Warwick Diego Caso Lauren Rohde Ezra Scott 


