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Walla Walla Winter  Activities 
 With the upcom-
ing Christmas Break just 
around the corner, many 
of our DeSales students 
and staff are excited to 
share some fun activities 
they enjoy during the win-
ter season. Sophomore 
student Alan Campos shares that his favorite winter activity is to go 
sledding at the BMX park here in Walla Walla with his older brother 
Alvaro. Our journalism teacher Mrs. Sutlick shares that during the win-
ter break, she enjoys working with The Little Theater on their annual 
Christmas play. When asking the DeSales student body what their fa-
vorite winter activities are,  Anniston Jimenez suggested visiting 
Brights to try their Christmas candy, attending the WSYB Nutcracker 
dance recital, and either skiing or snowboarding up at Bluewood.  
Along with the plethora of opportunities to ski and snowboard, the 
Blue Mountains are a prime destination to try snowmobiling, snow-
shoeing, and many other fun winter sports.  

A lot of beautiful Christmas lights can be displayed all across 
town; especially in our annual Parade of Lights which was held Satur-
day, December 2. Downtown Walla Walla has recently set up a beauti-
ful display of Christmas lights and decorations. The new Walla Walla 
Plaza located by Starbucks has recently set up lots of fun and festive 
decorations including overhead lights, decorative snowflakes, and a 
grand Christmas tree. Pioneer Park is notably beautiful during the 
Christmas season and going to visit during the evening and having the 
opportunity to see the many trees lit up and decorated for Christmas 
can always be a fun activity.  In the gazebo you can sit in Santa’s sleigh 
for a nice Christmas picture.  Along with decorated trees, Pioneer Park 
also has a fun sledding hill for all ages.   Be sure to take advantage of 
the opportunities Walla Walla offers during the holiday season!     
~Diego Caso 
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Birthdays 

Remy Arceo…..    12/1 

Santiago Saldana  
    Flores…..          12/2 

Juan Pablo Diaz  
    Saldana…. 12/8 
 
Adriana Caso….12/11 
Natalie Hernandez  
    Luis….             12/12 
Samuel Kolb…. 12/15 
Roque Diaz…    12/23 
Sal Sisk….          12/30 

Christmas time is the best movie binging season of the year. 
There are so many fun Christmas movies, it is hard to choose a favorite. 
Many popular Christmas movies have similar themes involving; being 
home for Christmas day, preparing for the season, Santa coming, and so 
many relatable themes.  

Hopefully, many can relate to the best Christmas movie being 
Home Alone. This story consists of a young boy being accidentally left 
home alone on Christmas. His family left on a trip to Paris without him. 
During his couple of days at home, the young boy, Kevin McCallister, en-
dures a plot of a possible house robbery while his parents are away. This 
movie is absolutely fantastic and it is a classic among many households. 

Another Christmas favorite among many families is undoubtedly 
Elf. Christmas isn't Christmas without watching Elf for the season. In 
this hilarious classic from 2003, Buddy the Elf (Will Ferrell), is on a mis-
sion to New York from the North Pole to find his father and enjoy his 
company. The whole plot turns and Buddy finds a girlfriend and goes on 
quite an adventure in the big city. 

The movie, coming in the best-for-last spot is Christmas Vaca-
tion. (Disclaimer! This movie does have some language with a PG-13 
rating). This movie has so many great one-liners with so many jokes on the holiday 
season. The Griswold family is trying to have the perfect Advent/Christmas, but 
many problems fall upon them when the entire family comes to stay for the holi-
days (even Cousin Eddie). With a burned Christmas tree and a cooked cat, this mov-
ie is filled with laughs.   ~Caroline Kutsch 
 

Winter Novel Recommendations 

Heartwarming Christmas Movies 

 With the falling snow and the onset of 
winter, one of my favorite activities is finding a 
good book to read while curling up with a warm 
blanket and a drink. In this spirit, I’ll be pre-
senting a few winter reads, some familiar ones 
and some personal favorites! 

One classic winter read is The Lion, The 
Witch, and The Wardrobe by C.S Lewis. Part of 
the beloved Chronicles of Narnia series, the 
novel follows the Pevensie children -Peter, Su-
san, Edmund, and Lucy- who step through a 
wardrobe door in the strange country house 
where they are staying, and find themselves in 
the land of Narnia, a world frozen in eternal 
winter. The children must work together to 
save Narnia from the wicked White Witch. This 
novel is perfect for your whole family to enjoy 
this winter season!  

For those wanting a mysterious and 
gripping tale to keep them hooked, The Night 
Circus by Erin Morgenstern may suit you. A 
mysterious circus, Le Cirque des Rêves, is only 

open at night. While full of various amazements 
and curiosities, behind the scenes, two young 
magicians, Celia and Marco, are dueling to be 
the last one standing. However, true love has 
cut into their hearts, leaving them holding the 
fates of the performers and the patrons, even 
the circus itself in their hands. 

And for a personal recommendation, 
Clockwork Angel by Cassandra Clare. Set 
against the backdrop of Victorian Era London, 
we follow Tessa Gray, who journeys from Amer-
ica in search of her brother. However, a chance 
encounter brings Tessa into the supernatural 
world of London, meeting new allies and gain-
ing strange new abilities that a dark power de-
sires. Tessa must work alongside her allies in 
order to find her brother, who may be caught 
deeper in the world Tessa has found herself in. 

Winter is the best season to lose your-
self in a new book so try one of the recom-
mended ones above. Maybe you’ll find a new 
favorite story!    ~Macy Chvatal 
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Top Christmas Songs 

1.Last Christmas: 
Wham! 

2.Drummer Boy: Jus-
tin Bieber ft Busta 

Rhymes 
3.Feliz Navidad: Jose 

Feliciano 
4.Christmas Tree 

Farm: Taylor Swift 
5.Santa Baby: Eartha 

Kitt 
6.(Happy Xmas) War 
Is Over: John Legend 

7.Jingle Bell Rock: 
Bobby Helms 

8.Underneath the 
Tree: Kelly Clarkson 

9.The Jackson 5: 
Santa Claus is Com-

ing to Town 
The Jackson 5 

10. All I Want For 
Christmas Is You: 

Spreading Christmas Cheer by Giving 
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Christmas time is one of traditions with family 
and friends. Our school shares a wide variety of tradi-
tions from spaghetti with anchovies and halibut to lay-
ing out cookies for Santa. We all have that one particu-
lar tradition that makes the Christmas season feel special. Our students and 
staff share a large amount of traditions, but also have many of their own. One 
of Mr. Fazzari’s favorite traditions his family does each year is an Italian custom 
where they make and eat scalille. The scalille is a cookie that represents a babe 
in swaddling clothes, which is Jesus on the first Christmas night. Maritza Her-
nandez celebrates Christmas on the 24th and her family opens gifts at mid-
night on December 25th. They enjoy pozole and spending time together as a 
family. Some of the shared traditions in this school are having real trees, mak-
ing cookies and treats for Christmas, going over to grandparents’ houses, en-
joying tamales and pozole, and Secret Santa. More unique traditions include: 
caroling and giving out Almond Rocas, making tie blankets for the VA, polar 
plunges, laying out stockings for dogs, opening gifts at midnight, and ginger-
bread house contests. Our school also celebrates Christmas with food. Our stu-
dents and staff enjoy: homemade cinnamon rolls, arroz con leche, atole, prime 
rib, and homemade breads. With the Christmas season becoming imminent, 
take pride in your family traditions and propose adjoining new ones. Also if 
you're in the mood for an amusing story ask Mrs. Richard about the “angry 
angel” and she will deliver.   ~Linley Donnelly 

Christmas Traditions 

 This Christmas at DeSales, students have established many ways to give 
back to our community. We’ve set up our annual “Giving Tree'' to provide pre-
sents for children that wouldn't be able to normally afford it. These children 
write down what they are hopeful to get this Christmas Season, and kind souls 
at our school take them into account, then go and purchase gifts for the chil-
dren to make their Christmas a little brighter. This year we have 28 foster chil-
dren we are providing gifts for. There are currently 307 children in and out of 
the Walla Walla County Foster care. This Giving Tree is not the only thing we 
can do for these children, but it is a helpful and kind gesture nonetheless. If you 
are capable of providing a gift to the children in the foster care system, please 
look at our list in the foyer and see what these children are wishing for this 
Christmas season. 
 Along with the Giving Tree, we also have our current annual food drive. 
This winter we are providing specific foods for the Christian Aid Center. The 
Christian Aid Center provides services for men, women and children who are 
currently in an unstable housing situation or don’t have access to one at all. 
They have meal programs and places where they can sleep and take care of 
themselves. Everybody has necessities, especially in this cold winter season. 
Donating or volunteering to the Christian Aid Center helps so much and takes so 
little. To learn more you can go on the Christian Aid Center website to find out 
their current needs and volunteering opportunities. ~Janie Doohan 



12 Days of Christmas 

On the first day of Christ-
mas: Go enjoy Pioneer park 
and its gorgeous gazebo 
decorations 
On the second day of 
Christmas: Watch popular 
Christmas movies with hot 
cocoa and popcorn 
On the third day of Christ-
mas: Make a silly ginger-
bread house with your fam-
ily 
On the fourth day of Christ-
mas: Play board games 
with your family 
On the fifth day of Christ-
mas: Drive around playing 
Christmas music and look-
ing at lights 
On the sixth day of Christ-
mas: Bake and decorate 
fun Christmas cookies! 
On the seventh day of 
Christmas: Set up your 
Christmas tree with glowing 
lights 
On the eighth day of Christ-
mas: Take family photos 
for your Christmas cards 
On the ninth day of Christ-
mas: Make a fun Christmas 
craft 
On the tenth day of Christ-
mas: Go sledding or ice 
skating 
On the eleventh day of 
Christmas: Go out into the 
community and do a ran-
dom kind act 
On the twelfth day of 
Christmas:  Have a gift ex-
change 
 
Try some or all of these 
activities with your family! 
 
~Janie Doohan 

Celebrations Around The World 

 With the Winter sports season underway, the girls 
basketball team has faced the challenge of rebuilding their 
program. Coaching the team is Nick Hazeltine assisted by 
John Lesko and Mark Lindgren. Mr. Hazeltine loves coach-
ing so when the opportunity arose to coach the girls’ team 
he was thrilled to jump back in. When asked how the sea-
son is going so far, he said, “Great! We have a group of girls 
that like to work hard and are coachable.” While he faces the challenge of hav-
ing a young team with a lot to learn, he is looking forward to seeing how far 
the team comes. Along with that, this season he hopes to improve the pride 
the girls have for being a part of the basketball team. Coach Hazeltine is very 
appreciative of his two assistant coaches who are very experienced and share 
his desire to succeed.  When asked if there is anything else he wants people to 
know, he said, “I’d like to give a shout out to Tori Kimble for writing this arti-
cle.”               ~Tori Kimble 

 The holiday season is a time 
of year most in the U.S look forward 
to. A time of celebration, family, 
friends, and fun. Many people in 
America have their own common and 
uncommon traditions during this ex-
citing season but how much do we 
know about other holidays and cul-
tures?  
     One of these more commonly 
known holidays is the Jewish festival 
of lights, Hanukkah. Hanukkah begins 
on the 25th day of the ninth month of 
the Hebrew calendar. The Hebrew 
calendar follows the lunar cycle, so 
each year the holiday begins at a 
different time usually starting late 
November to mid December. 
Throughout the season the Jewish 
people burn candles for eight nights. 
Each time a new candle is lit it is used 
as a time to sing songs, say prayers, 
exchange gifts and more to be able to 
celebrate the miracle of the temple. 
 In Spain and in Latin American 
countries the holiday of Las Posadas is 
celebrated. It is a nine day celebra-
tion, each of the nine days repre-

senting the 
nine 
months of 
Mary’s 
pregnancy. 
These days 
also represent the hardships that the 
Blessed Mother had faced in these 
months. During the festival in the 
evening processions walk through the 
streets with a small child dressed as 
an angel leading the way. The proces-
sional is made up of candles, pictures 
of the Holy Family, and musicians. As 
the people make their way through 
the town they ask for lodging from 
homes they pass and tradition is that 
each time they are denied. Mass is 
traditionally held afterward along 
with children breaking pinatas in the 
shape of a star filled with toys, can-
dies, and money. This holiday runs 
from December 16th to the 24th of 
December.  
 For any holiday you and your 
family celebrate this year, we hope 
you have a wonderful holiday break!  
  ~Anniston Jimenez 
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Girls Basketball Firing Up 



 In today's day and age the secular side of Christmas is celebrated 
more often than not. But as Catholics do we truly know why the day is so 
important for our faith? (The word Christmas itself means the Mass of 
Christ!) The most symbolic figure of Christmas is Santa, and even his origin 
can be attributed to our Catholic faith. The origin of Santa comes from St. 
Nicholas of Myra, a early Catholic bishop who was born on March 15th 270 AD. His feast day is celebrated on 
December 6th. In the year 336 AD the first celebration of Christmas began in Rome, however it did not become 
a major Christian celebration until about the 9th century. Christmas is celebrated on the 25th of December 
because it is believed to be Jesus Christ’s birthday. Christmas day is considered to be the second most im-
portant day for Catholics, behind Easter. Because of this, we as Catholics are called to celebrate the birth of 
God both during the day of Christmas and the Advent and Christmas seasons. And there's many ways to do so. 
Creating a nativity scene, prayer, listening to music, going to Mass, blessing the Christmas tree and celebrating 
the multitude of feast days around both seasons is a way to do so. All in all both the Advent and Christmas sea-
sons have many ways that they can be celebrated throughout the faith. So during this Christmas season make 
sure you don't forget the origin of the holiday. Have a Merry Christmas!!        ~Alan Campos 

 

The Faith Aspect  of Christmas 

Festive Recipe: Homemade Cannoli 
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Shells: 
2 cups all-purpose flour 
1 tablespoon granulated sugar 
1/4 teaspoon kosher salt 
1 tablespoon plus 2 teaspoons unsalted butter, inpieces 
1 egg yolk 
1/2 cup dry white wine 
1 quart canola oil, for frying 

 

Filling: 
2 cups ricotta cheese, preferably whole milk 
3/4 cup powdered sugar 
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon 
1/4 teaspoon allspice 
1/4 cup heavy cream 
1/4 cup small semisweet chocolate chips 
1 lemon 
Other:  flour for rolling/ 1 egg lightly beaten for egg wash  
Powdered sugar for dusting 

        For the shell dough: In a medium bowl, sift togeth-
er the flour, sugar and salt. Work the butter pieces into 
the flour with your fingers until the mixture becomes 
coarse and sandy. Add the egg yolk and the white wine 
and mix until it becomes a smooth dough. Spread a piece 
of plastic wrap on a flat surface and place the dough in 
the center. Wrap the plastic loosely around it and press 
the dough to fill the gap. Let it rest in the fridge for a few 
minutes while you make the filling. 
         For the filling: In a medium bowl, whisk the ricotta 
until smooth. Sift in the powdered sugar, cinnamon and 
allspice. Mix to blend. In a separate bowl, beat the heavy 
cream until fairly stiff. Using a rubber spatula, gently fold 
the cream into the ricotta mixture. Stir in the chocolate 
chips. Lightly zest the exterior of the lemon and stir it 
into the ricotta. Refrigerate for a half hour to an hour. 
          To roll and fry the shells: In a medium pot with a 
heavy bottom, heat the canola oil to 360 degrees F. 
Meanwhile, sift an even layer of flour on a flat surface. 
Flour a rolling pin. Roll the dough until it is very thin  

(about 1/8 inch thick). Cut the dough into fourths and work 
in small batches. Use any glass or small bowl that has a 3-
to-4-inch diameter. Cut rounds, tracing around each one to 
assure the dough has been fully cut. Wrap each circle 
around a cannoli mold. Use a little of the egg wash on the 
edge of each round to seal it shut and to assure it won't 
slide or fall off the mold before pressing it closed over the 
mold. Flare the edges out slightly from the mold. Use a pair 
of tongs to hold the edge of the mold as you submerge and 
fry the shell in the oil until crispy, 2 to 3 minutes. Remove 
from the oil, and holding the mold in one had with your 
tongs, gently grip the shell in your other hand with a kitch-
en towel and carefully slide it off the mold. Set aside to 
cool. Repeat with all of the circles. 
        To fill the cannolis: Just before serving, use a pastry 
bag without a tip to pipe the ricotta into the cannoli molds. 
Fill the cannoli shells from both ends so the cream runs 
through the whole shell. Dust with powdered sugar. Serve 

immediately and enjoy!      -Jeyten Strnadel 



 “Did Mr. Fazzari seem to have any ‘enemies’ around here?” The officer 
asks.  
I think about it for a second, because my initial answer is no, but maybe he did.  I mentally try to go through 
the teachers but I can’t think of anything. “I don’t think so,” I say unconfidently.  
 “Alright, well did you see Mr. Fazzari the day he died?”  
“I did, he was coming into Mrs. Richard’s classroom asking about a notebook.” I realize my mistake in men-
tioning the notebook that is in my backpack.  
 “Did he find the notebook?” He asks. 
I hesitate for a moment but the officer doesn’t seem to notice, “Not in the classroom…” I pause, mentally 
trying to decide what to do about the notebook. I know it’s a mistake but I don’t give him the notebook. 
“But I guess he could have found it somewhere else, he looked very nervous.”  
 The security cameras in the school ironically weren’t functioning the day of the crime. A crime Mr. 
Rohde would know how to commit. The officer appears to be studying me for a brief moment, “You weren’t 
sent to help us.” He doesn’t phrase it as a question. I don’t reply because he’s right and there is no use deny-
ing it. When he realizes I’m not going to respond, he keeps talking. “However, I’m not getting rid of you. I 
believe you can help us, but in order for this to work I need to know where the notebook is.”  
 I don’t respond again, I just reach into my backpack and grab the notebook. Handing it to him as a 
peace offering. He opens it, finding the page with the names. He looks for a second before looking back at 
me, “Well, what do you make of this? Are these all teachers at the school?”  
“No, Mr. Cox doesn’t work here anymore. But, I think it might be a suspect list.”  Stay Tuned!!! 
~Tori Kimble 

Across 

1. What is the real name of Santa Claus? 
St. _________ 

2. What is the name of the Grinch’s dog? 

3. ____ the Snowman. 

5. Name the famous Christmas themed 
ballet that includes mice. The _____ 

7. How many wise men came to baby Je-
sus and gave Him gifts? 

9. The snowman in Rudolph the Red Nosed 
Reindeer sings a song about these two 
metals. ‘____ and Gold 

11. What is the last name of the man 
who wrote ‘A Christmas Carol’. 

13.  A toy maker for Santa's workshop.  

Down 

4. This is a plant with spiky green leaves 
and bright red berries that is often asso-
ciated with Christmas. 

6. What mode of transportation does 
Santa use on Christmas Eve?  

12. What color is the third advent can-
dle? 

14. During the Christmas season, what is 
hanging commonly above the fireplace? 

15. Sugar ________ and Gingerbread 
men. 

Murder Mystery Part 4 

A Very Merry Crossword Puzzle 
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Younger Kids 

Clay Charms/Bracelets 
Friendship bracelets have been growing in popularity. 
You can be creative with these bracelets to give them 
to all of your friends! 

Lip Gloss/Nail Polish 
This is the age when girls start playing around with cos-
metics, yet parents may not want their children to have 
mature products. Lipgloss is simple and inexpensive, 
and it has no big impact on your appearance, yet it has 
the feel of cosmetics. Along with that, nail polish will 
allow you to express your originality and artistic abili-
ties. 

Purses 
Your first purse is something you'll remember, not be-
cause it was an important memory, but rather it's 
where you learn to organize your belongings. Plus, it’s 
just more convenient than having to carry your stuff in 
your hands. 

Fun Furniture  
Unique Furniture gives a deepened sense of individuali-
ty, design, and can just be fun to interact with. Hanging 
chairs, Designed bookshelves, and colored lights can 
really change the atmosphere of a room. 

Sporting gear 
Many kids are interested in sports, and by buying some 
new gear for Christmas may get them to work in their 
sport in their spare time.  

Trading/Game cards 
From sports to Pokemon, buying a set of cards for a 
kid's interest will be a great way for them to invest in 
what they enjoy 
        *Toys for the appropriate age 

Teens 
Skincare 

This is the age filled with bad skin, and luckily these 
days there is access to many products. Some brands 
you might consider buying from are The Ordinary, 
Pacifica, Glow Recipe, CeraVe.  

Car Accessories 
This can vary widely, but some customization can really 
make a difference, even in a car. A few stickers, or li-
cense plate frames can really change a car.  

Headphones/Earbuds/Airpods 
Many teens have access to music right from their 
phones, but you just can’t play music out loud all the 
time. Any of these will let your teen experience music 
at all times 

Portable Chargers 
Being connected is important for teens, to connect 
with friends or parents. You don’t have to worry too 

much about someone when they always have a reliable 
source of power  

Comfortable Clothes  
Hoodies and sweats, most teens enjoy lounging in com-
fort and can’t say no to some plain colored clothing. 
 

Adults 

Silk Bed Sheets 
Silk bed sheets have more benefits than your average 
cotton sheets, they’re resistant to bed bugs, can be in-
sulating and cooling, and it keeps your skin and hair 
more healthy. A cheaper alternative would be satin 
sheets, which still has some of these benefits.  

Glassware/Porcelain 
Everyone thinks of buying some kitchenware, but never 
a sentimental piece. You can buy a piece of beautiful 
china, with more sentimental meaning.  

Plants  
From succulents to small trees, plants can be a calming 
task to invest in, and add quite a bit of scenery.  
        *Gift Cards to their favorite drink/food place 
 
      Remember  that whatever the gift, your presence 
is the best gift during the holidays! 

Holiday Gift Suggestions 
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   With the rush of all the events during December, Jeyten researched some gift ideas for those of you 

who still need to complete their gift shopping by Christmas Eve…. 



 Every year families celebrate Christmas in both 
similar and different ways. Have you ever thought 
about where these traditions came from? Well, here 
are some of the most interesting  origins on the most 
commonly practiced and talked about traditions of 
Christmas. 
 

Mistletoe - The tradition of kissing 
under the mistletoe was not just 
done on a whim one day, but has 
its roots in Norse mythology. To 
the Norse, mistletoe was a sign of 
peace and love; and this sign was 
from their mythos. The story goes 
that Frigg lost her son Balder to an 
arrow made of mistletoe, and 
soon after he died, she vowed that standing below mis-
tletoe would make others love each other through a 
kiss, rather than bring each other pain.   
 

Wreaths- The lovely wreath 
you see on many doors during 
the holidays started off as a 
Greco-Roman (Greek/ Roman) 
craft. These ‘wreaths’ were 
called “coronas” and were 
made with leaves, branches, 
fruits, and flowers; and were proudly mounted on the 
door of the house after a victorious battle. Wreaths' 
meaning then changed into a symbol of Christ, as they 
were seen as like the crown of thorns that sat upon 
Jesus' head. 
 

Christmas Tree- Although plants such as evergreen that 

stay green all year long played a 
major part in the ancient cultures, 
Germany had the closest tradition 
to us in the Christmas tree depart-
ment. German Christians in the 
16th century were said to bring 
decorated trees inside their 
homes.  It is also said that Martin 
Luther was the first recorded in-
stance and had the idea of putting 
candles(lights) on the trees after being inspired by the 
shining stars in the sky. 
Yule Log- That cozy 
fireplace you turn 
on and enjoy at 
Christmas possess-
es a history behind 
it. The Yule Log 
stems back to the 
secular traditions of Germany and Scandinavia in the 
17th century. In these traditions, a Yule Log would be 
burned in a grand fireplace during the Yule season as 
an omen of good luck and fortune. Later, Christianity 
changed the Yule Log burning into a ceremony cele-
brating Jesus’s conquering over sin.  
 

 As you enjoy the upcoming Christmas break, 
try to think back upon the simple traditions we have in 
your culture now. Those traditions of the past affect 
the norm of the future. Christmas traditions such as 
these have been practiced for centuries before, and 
now we celebrate  in our modern way, but there are 
still similarities. Merry Christmas and keep those old 
holiday traditions alive.          ~Lauren Rohde 

The Meanings Behind Christmas Symbols 
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