
Sacred Heart Catholic Church 
21599 PARKE LANE • GROSSE ILE, MI 48138 

PHONE: 734-676-1378 • FAX: 734-676-3623 

Sunday,  
December 13th 

2020 

Goal: $82,820 
As of 12/7/2020 

 
Pledged: $99,606.06  (120% of Goal) 

Paid:      $84,476.49  (102% of Goal) 

Balance:   $15,129.57 
 

(787 Families/232 Pledges) 

Third Sunday of Advent 
Marcings (Fr. Marc Gawronski) 

 
Imagine seeing a rough cut individual appearing out of nowhere, and inviting 
people to follow him, while he preaches a baptism of repentance in the Detroit 
River! He would, at the very least, merit a moment’s place from your phone screen 
before you went on with your day. Perhaps even more, his message would cause 
you to stop and listen, and re-evaluate your life. We don’t have to imagine, 
because Mark, in the beginning,  his Gospel introduces us today to a “man named 
John.” John challenges us to look deeper by telling us precisely who he is not. The 
Messiah who he comes to foretell is already “among you.”  
 
John says he is not Moses, or Elijah or any other prophet. And he says he is not the 
Messiah. John was obviously not in this for the glory. John could have grabbed a lot 
of glory. If he were alive today, he certainly could have made it onto Oprah, or 
Donahue or Sally Jessy Raphael. But that was not what John was after, that is not 
the way in which he prepared for the coming of Jesus. John was not the Messiah 
and he knew it, he had to know it, so that he could recognize Jesus when he came.   
 
Sometimes, during the holiday season, we need to follow John's example. We need 
to remember that we are not the Messiah. This Christmas will clearly be different, 
and necessarily so, to protect each other. We can hope and expect next Christmas 
will be much better. Sometimes we have unrealistic expectations about this holiday 
season. It is true that people are more caring, more willing and forgive, and more 
hearts may be open. But not everyone. At times, we have an idea in our heads 



Third Sunday of Advent                    December 13, 2020 

                                   Page 2 

Parish Calendar 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Keep those in need of prayers 
Annie Rodgers, Robert Phelps,  

Dr. David Beaudrie, Ray Chontos,  
Karen Schneider, Tom Wharton,  

Allen Darin, David, Mark, Sharon Kemp,  
Graham E. Barton, Renee Hill,  
Angela Stratton, Patti Wert,  

Marilyn Maurer, John Poulos,  
Richard Kloc, Ray Duniea, Cecilia Clark,  
Jim Kwasiborski, Bob, Stella Demare,  
Paul Gregory, Ed Pegram, Drew Lund, 

Joanne M., Elizabeth Marhefka,  
Bernie T.,Richard T. Schultheis,  

Marty Vanrhein, Marilyn Buckley,  
Linda Thompson, Greg, Trish,  

Ashlynn Bowen, Joyce B.,  
Keith Moore, Carl & Fran Bargardi,  

Jacob Fleming, Kay Heitz, Christy Key 
Anna Demarco Sullivan, Bill Staab,  

Baby Dakota, John Gardner,  
Bob Martin, Kim, Maria P., Cory,   

 Jeanne Howey, Carol Caruso,  
Anthony Millazzo, Debbie, Vivian Dwyer, 

Sharon Lagina, Lindsay Labadie,  
Pat Juip, Shawn Patrick Donald,  

Beth Gill, Isabella Korczyk, Lori Ferguson, 
Katie Chambers, Sophie Varney,  

Sara Hovick, Sean Sugrue, Jimmy Brock, 
Rachel Danowski, Dominik Mackowski, 

Phyllis Esordi, Lindsey McGuire,  
Ray Kwiecien, Mehann Hill, Joe Trolly, 

Elaine Fenton, Anne Halcisak,  
Edward Ochen, Pat Bennett, Joe Mitchel, 

Marsha Pizzo, Peter Payette, Frank L.,   
Rose Mary Prato,  Kim Tarabula,  

Will Clayton, Susan Tourner. 

This past week’s collection  

December 6th Collection $8,530.00 

Electronic Contributions $4,558.00 

Total Sunday Collection $13,088.00 

Required $ to meet 
Budget $11,817.00 

All Saints $120.00 

Flowers $230.00 

Immaculate Conception $265.00 

Christmas $2,100.00 

Sunday, December 13th 

11:00 a.m. Mass in the Church 

†Angelo & Jane Malvesto/ 

Linn Malvesto 

†Jeff Linley/Linn Malvesto 

 

Sunday, December 13th 

5:00 p.m. Mass in the Church 

The People of the Parish 

 

Monday,  December 14th 

6:00 p.m. Mass in the Church 

†Paul Drewyour/ 

Joe & Teresa Sencey 

†Robert Theobald/Joe & Jan Connors 

 

Tuesday, December 15th 

8:30 a.m. Scripture Service  

w/Communion in the Chapel 

Wednesday, December 16th 

8:30 a.m.  Mass in the Chapel 

For the Intentions of  

Jack & Marquerite Telnack  

(25th Wedding Anniversary) 

 

Thursday, December 17th 

8:30 a.m. Scripture Service w/ 

Communion in the Chapel 

 

Sunday, December 20th 

11:00 a.m. Mass in the Church 

†Len & Mary Antolczyk/Family 

†Jim Gallagher (12th Anniv)/ 

Wife, Kay & Family 

†John Beauchamp/ 

The Discenna Family 

 

Sunday, December 20th 

5:00 p.m. Mass in the Church 

†Michael Kane/Family 

†Patricia A. Kobiljak/Family 

Sunday, December 20, 2020 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 
2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 

14a, 16 
 

Rom 16:25-27 
 

Lk 1:26-38 
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Watch our Live Stream Mass without a FB account! 
 
If you are not able to attend church in person, please 
watch our live stream of Mass every Sunday at 11:00 
a.m. Just go to the link below. You do not need to 
have a Facebook account to view Mass, just scroll to 
the live video.  If you get asked to “Log in” or “Create 
an Account”, just click the small “not now” link to 
close the box. 
 
https://www.facebook.com/
SacredHeartCatholicCommunity  
 
Or, simply hover your camera 
over this QR and it will 
automatically take you to 
facebook to view the Mass. 

about what Christmas "should" be. My relatives 
should be warm and caring and should hug me when 
they come in the door. My wallet should be an 
endless well of money from which I can buy anything 
I want for anyone. I should have limitless energy to 
insure every detail of the season is perfect. With just 
ten more minutes, I might be able to guarantee 
world peace.   
 
What can we expect?  Perhaps we can expect Jesus 
to come into our home at Christmas, and to help us 
to accept our relatives as they are. Maybe we can 
expect the coming of Jesus as a poor, and homeless 
child to remind us that the greatest value we can 
find at Christmas will not be found in a two day sale, 
but in the two hours I spend with my spouse or my 
best friend, talking over my hopes for the coming 
year. Perhaps we can allow Jesus to come into our 
lives, so that he can indeed be the Messiah who 
saves us from fretting over the smallest details at the 
expense of our relationships with the people we love 
the most.  
 
The reason it is so important for us to know that we 
are not God is that we can do what John did: we can 
testify to the light. We can point it out, we can allow 
the light of Christ to shine through us in what we do, 
in how to celebrate his coming. Why should we take 
the trouble to decorate our gutters and windows 
and trees with lights, if we are not willing to be the 
light whose coming we celebrate. There is a kind of 
humility that we need to take on if that will 
happen. We have to be honest with ourselves about 
our own strengths and weaknesses, so that we can 
present ourselves honestly to each other. There is a 
kind of tension that eases when we do that.   
  
In these days of Advent and Christmas, especially at 
the sign of peace before we break and share the 
bread that is Jesus, try to see every human 
encounter as an experience of the luminous 
Christ. Seek that light in the face of your neighbor, 
elated, tired or tense. Trust God to use that light that 
lives in us to make our own flawed existence a light 
to shed on someone else's life.     

(Continued from page 1) A D V E N T  2020 
An Invitation from 

FORMED 

 

Introducing a new Advent Journey for you and  
your family. Join us on the “Road to Bethlehem,”  

a journey that includes a daily Advent  
reflection and enrichment from FORMED 

 
You will be sent videos, talks, and texts everyday 
throughout ADVENT to nourish your spiritual life.  
Sign-up today to prepare for the coming of our Lord 
Jesus at Christmas. 
 
For additional opportunities, sign-in to FORMED 
and under search, just type in Advent or any topic 
that you want to learn more about.  
 
Remember that Adult Faith Formation is lifelong 

and on-going. The Adult Faith Formation 

Committee would like to know what topics you 

would like for us to offer at Sacred Heart parish. 

Please email Sr. Helen Therese at 

helen@sacredheartgi.com or call the parish office 

at 734-676-1378. 

https://www.facebook.com/SacredHeartCatholicCommunity
https://www.facebook.com/SacredHeartCatholicCommunity
mailto:helen@sacredheartgi.com
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Parish Office Hours 
 

Please note our temporary office hours 
Monday through Thursday from 9:00 a.m.  
to 1:00 p.m. Closed on Friday. You can still 
reach a staff member as we will be working 
from home and are sync’d with the office 

phone and server. You can send an email or 
call the office phone and leave a message. 

We are all prepared to support your needs.  

Holiday Mass Schedule 
 

Christmas Eve, December 24th 
9:00 a.m. at St. Cyprian Parish 

4:00 p.m. at Sacred Heart Parish 
4:30 p.m. at St. Joseph Parish 

10:00 p.m. at Sacred Heart Parish 
10:00 p.m. at St. Joseph Parish 

 
Christmas Day, December 25th 

8:30 a.m. at St. Joseph Parish 
9:00 a.m. at St. Cyprian Parish 
10:30 a.m. at St. Joseph Parish 

11:00 a.m. at Sacred Heart Parish 

Small Island with Huge Hearts! 

 
Sacred Heart Parish food pantry will 
be offering a Christmas Day meals to 
those affected by the Covid pandemic and lack of 
work. Our food pantry is supported by the churches 
and other organizations on the Island. The meal will 
be a basket containing a ham and all the fixin’s for a 
great meal ready for pick up on December 21st or 
22nd.  We will also include a $10.00 gift card for you 
to purchase perishable items. If you have children 
we will can provide new P’J’s for them to wear on 
Christmas morning.  We will need their sizes when 
you register. 
 
Please call Terry at the Parish Office (734-676-1378 X 
209) by December 16th to register for a meal.  Your 
name will be kept private. 
 
Together we will take care of each other! 
 
Sacred Heart Christian Service 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Retirement Fund for Religious 
 

Make a difference. “Every dollar makes a difference 
in covering our expenses,” says a Trappist abbot. 
Hundreds of US religious communities struggle to 
provide for aging members because most senior 
Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order priests 
served for little pay. Your gift to the Retirement Fund 
for Religious helps these communities bridge the 
gap, offering support for medications, nursing care, 
and other necessities. Please be generous. Thank 
you for your support! 

Soxs & Snacks  - Thank you! 
 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the 
Sock and Snack drive in memory of my son Frankie, 
it was a great success!  You donat-
ed 350 pairs of socks, 3 hats, 2 
pairs of gloves and numerous 
snacks.  Thanks for helping let the 
homeless know someone cares.  
 

 Frank Maslar 

Reserve your seat now for  
Christmas Eve & Day Masses 

 
Visit:  sacredheartchristmas.com 

or call the Parish Office for assistance. 
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JOHN CHAMBERS,  
ERIC MADONIA,  
CASEY PEGRAM,   

RICHARDO MIRA,  
JORDAN LABADIE,  

BILLY RAY BREWER,   
ADAM SHIELDS,  

TIMOTHY ROGERS, JOE BENZ,  NICHOLAS KENAGA,   
BRIAN TELI, ADAM KOPP, EMILY CLEMONS BYE,  
JEFFREY KOPP,  JASON KOPP, BRENTON WELLER, 

DALE BREWER, CHRISTOPHER SCHEIBER,   
KEVIN SCHEIBER, ANDREW RAMIREZ,  

MATTHEW BRUMWELL, TANNER COOLSAET 
JORDAN BOLTHOUSE, LUCAS KOPP. 

Liturgy Ministers’ Schedule  

Sunday 
11:00 a.m. 

Sunday 
5:00 p.m. 

Celebrant Fr. Gary Morelli Fr. Marc Gawronski 

Ushers 

Paul Badyrka 
John Malecki 

Bambang Soedarjatno 
Ken Goffinet 

Peter Kantz 
Fred Hoffmann 
Tony Walowich 

Music Mason Koch Mason Koch 

Lectors 
Nancy Martinelli 
Barb Klemans 

Tom Plegue 
William Elliott 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

George Honer 
Kay Cozzi 

Joy Bonamici 
Rosalia Cruciani 

Debbie Anderson 
Ed Nykiel 

Linn Malvesto 
Cindy Lehman 

Sacristan Belinda Badyrka Terry Clemons 

Altar Servers 
Mason Szozda 

Christopher Budziak 
Please Volunteer 

Getting through the Holidays:  
Coping with Grief During the Holidays 

 

If you have lost a loved one, you might be 
wondering how to cope with your grief during this 
Christmas season. We begin to anticipate the 
holidays ahead as we listen to Christmas songs, see 
the decorations and lights and start shopping for 
gifts. For those of us who are experiencing a loss at 
this time of the year, grief is intensified by the 
absence of loved ones not here to share these 
otherwise happy events. 
 
Grief will also magnify the stress that is already 
part of this season. How do we begin to fill the 
emptiness we feel when it seems that everyone 
else is overflowing with joy? 
 
Though there is no right or wrong way to handle 
the holidays, we would like to offer a few ideas to 
help you cope at this time. While we miss our loved 
one and experience grief, we must go on with our 
lives and find hope and inner peace. 
 
We want to cultivate spiritual and emotional 
healing from your loss.  We will do this by 
reviewing the Ten Stages of Grief. Studies have 
been done to try to learn how loss affects us and 
how we react to grief through various stages.  We 
do not go through them in the same order and we 
don’t stay in them the same amount of time. Many 
come through these stages with a deeper 
understanding of oneself at a new stage of life as a 
part of the growth that can occur having gone 
through the grief process. We hope to assist you 
through these stages on a path of HOPE and will 
offer suggestions for handling the holidays and 
anniversaries. 
 

Today Sunday, December 13th in the Parish Hall, 
after the 11:00 a.m. Mass. Facilitators:  Sr. Helen 
Therese, OSF and Don Novak. 
 

For more information and to register call Sr. Helen 
Therese at the Parish Office 734-676-1378 or e-mail 
helen@sacredheartgi.com 

Something will grow from all you are  
 

going through...and it will be YOU! 

Help Needed Bagging! 
 

We will be packaging up the Christmas tree tag gifts 
on Thursday, December 17th and Friday, December 
18th at 10:00 a.m.  We bag several gifts together in 
large plastic bags to protect them in 
case of rain or snow and for easier 
transport. 
 
If you are able to help,  please call Terry 
at the Parish Office.  734-676-1378 x209.  
Thank you! 
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What Is the Candle of Joy? 
 

Otherwise known as the Shepherd Candle, this candle reflects the joy that comes through 

Jesus’ arrival, and through the salvation he has gifted us. Christians may wonder why the 

church decided to make this particular candle a different color than the others.  

 

Although Christians have presented several reasons for the pinkish nature of the candle, from 

a tradition where priests would wear pink vestments to parents eagerly awaiting the joy of a 

child’s arrival by painting the room pink, the rosy candle has its roots in something known as 

Gaudete Sunday. During this third week of advent, this Sunday celebrates the passage 

Philippians 4:4-5, its verses extolling readers to “rejoice” for “indeed the Lord is near.” In other 

words, this week celebrates the joy of Christ’s coming to earth.  

 

We should also note that not every church uses a pink candle to represent this day. Some will 

use a violet one, just like all the others. Violet tends to have a somber nature, and it also 

reflects royalty, acknowledging Jesus’ kingship. No matter what color of candle a church 

displays on that third Sunday, churches want to highlight the importance of joy in advent 

season. During a time where depression is at an all-time high and people seem to be in the 

most despair, this candle offers a bright light during a dark time. 


