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Pastoral Letter 
Fall 2017 

 
 “Faithful to the teaching of the Apostles”   

(Acts 2: 42) 
 

In the Fall of 2016, I published my pastoral letter “Pastoral Visit: Reflections on the Future”, in 
which I invited a reflection on the future of our diocesan Church: what face would it have in the 
coming years? How would she fulfill her mission in a different context: decreasing numbers of 
priests, women and men religious, of the faithful, little relief? 

  

The fundamental condition to insure the 

future of our Church is that each of the 
faithful live their faith more intensely. To 
convince us further of this necessity, we just 
have to look at Jesus. He started preaching 
the Gospel with a group of 12 apostles. 
Gradually, this circle spread out to 70 
disciples, then to other people (120 at 
Pentecost: Acts 1:15). Because the disciples 
were convinced of the importance of Jesus 
and his message, they went up and down 
the roads of the Roman Empire and spread 
the Gospel. Through the committed faithful, 
the message of Jesus has reached us 
without interruption for 2000 years. I am 
certain that if each faithful live their faith 
more fully, where they are, the good news 
of Jesus will bear fruit (Jn 15:5) and our 
Church will flourish.  
 

In this regard, we can ask ourselves to what 

extent we are true disciples of Jesus, people 
who have established a deep relationship 
with him and allow themselves to be 
transformed by him. We obviously know 
the Gospel. We still have elements of the 
religious education that we received in 

childhood; we have more or less vague 
memories of homilies that we have heard; 
the media relay some information of a 
religious nature to us. Some among us read 
the Word of God every day; others study 
the teaching of the Pope and of the bishops 
on such and such a point of the Catholic 
faith or watch religious programs to deepen 
their understanding and their convictions.   
 

Nevertheless it seems that the Lord’s 

disciples need to be stimulated in the 
understanding of their faith. This is the 
conviction that led the Diocesan Pastoral 
Council to retain as 
the priority for this 
year: “The teaching of 
the faith that leads to 
a personal 
relationship with 
Christ.” This option is 
rooted in the Lord’s 
very words: in fact, at 
the time of leaving 
this earth he spoke 
words of fire that 
must always inspire us:  
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“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 

 baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  

 and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you.  
And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

(Mt 28: 19-20) 

 
 

I- Disciples of Christ 

 
1- Jesus tells: ‘make disciples’. I focus first of all on this word that comes from the Latin 

‘discere’ : to learn. The disciple is the person who learns. That is part of human nature 
because the human being does not come into the world ready made… he is a growing, 
incomplete being. He has internal abilities and requires external resources to bring them 
to maturity. He must develop on the physical, emotional, intellectual and spiritual level. 
Thus, the young child will gradually learn to stand up, then to take steps, to walk, to run, 
to dance, to ride a bike. He will also learn to talk by reproducing the sounds that his 
parents make: he will speak French or English or Chinese, repeating what he hears. He 
will also learn how to enter into relationship with others, in his family to begin with, then 
at daycare, with neighbours, at school. He will learn to develop his intelligence, acquiring 
new knowledge in different areas. He will also seek to understand the meaning of human 
life, developing wisdom, an understanding of existence. Therefore, we might say that the 
human being is always learning, on one level or another. Unable to reach maturity alone, 
he needs external resources (parents, friends, educators, wise people, pastors…) to 
stimulate him. 
 

2- Jesus invites us to become his disciples, to place ourselves in his school. He says it 
directly : “Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in 
heart.” (Mt 11: 29) In fact he returns to the invitation that God made in the Old 
Testament by proposing the acquisition of Wisdom: “For learning about wisdom and 
instruction, for understanding words of insight, for gaining instruction in wise dealing, 
 ... let the wise also hear and gain in learning, and the discerning acquire skill ... the fear 
of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge.” (Proverbs 1: 3-6) “My child, if you accept my 



 

4 

21/09/2017                                            N. 12 – Teaching of the Faith  

words and treasure up my commandments within you…” (Proverbs 2: 1) “Does not 
wisdom call, and does not understanding raise her voice? On the heights, beside the way, 
at the crossroads she takes her stand; beside the gates in front of the town, at the 
entrance of the portals she cries out: ‘To you, O people, I call, and my cry is to all that 
live. O simple ones, learn prudence; acquire intelligence, you who lack it. Hear, for I will 
speak noble things, and from my lips will come what is right; for my mouth will utter 
truth; wickedness is an abomination to my lips. All the words of my mouth are 
righteous; there is nothing twisted or crooked in them. They are all straight to one who 
understands and right to those who find knowledge. Take my instruction instead of silver, 
and knowledge rather than choice gold; for wisdom is better than jewels, and all that you 
may desire cannot compare with her.’” (Proverbs 8: 1-11 ; cf. Sirach 51: 23-29)   

 

 
 

3- Thus the disciple is invited to open his ears, to listen, to allow himself to be taught by a 
reliable and experienced teacher. Like Mary in the Gospel (Lk 10: 39), we are invited to sit 
at the feet of Jesus to listen to the Word of Life 
 

4- Spiritual Application: 
 

a. Look at the image on the cover page: the Sermon on the Mount. Put yourself among 
the disciples who are listening to Jesus.  

b. How can Jesus teach me? Prayer? through the Word? Readings? Internet sites?  
c. What kind of disciple of Jesus am I? Committed? Occasional? Lukewarm? 
d. How do I walk in his footsteps? In my daily life how do I witness to the Gospel, to my 

faith? If people are able to recognize a hockey fan or a supporter of a political party 
can they recognize in me a ‘fan’, a disciple of Jesus?  

e. Meditate : Only if we are first of all disciples, people who allow themselves to be 
formed by the Master, can we become missionaries.  
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II- The human being seeks wisdom for his life.  

 
 

In the text of Mt 28: 19-20 that I cited 

earlier, Jesus asks that humanity learn to 
observe, to put into practice the teaching 
that he has offered. He thereby refers to 
a universal experience. In fact, humanity 
has given itself different codes to 
manage daily life: how to behave 
ourselves with our friends, how to avoid 

conflict, how to react around the sick … 
More globally, diverse systems of 
thought have enabled the understanding 
of human nature, whose fundamental 
needs exceed eating and drinking, 
sleeping, reproducing. They present 
values that inspire. 

 
5- In our daily lives, different types of messages that condition our behaviours bombard us. 

For example, surveys indicate that such and such a value is widespread. We are invited to 
adopt it in order to follow the trend. In a more mundane way, different products are 
showcased to us that will obtain happiness for us: (smiling faces, before and after 
images). What is the reality? Behind the façade? 
 

 
                                         before                                                after 

 
 

6- Political parties present programs, goals, values, means that offer a model, a societal 
project. Nevertheless, some systems have tragically marked humanity. Here I’m thinking 
of the Nazi party promoted by Hitler, of the Communist regimes imposed by Lenin and 
Stalin … their visions were taught in schools. They were made obligatory in society … 
dissidents were exterminated. They provoked the greatest massacre that humanity has 
known.  
 

7- Philosophies greatly influence humanity. For some, endowed with ‘materialistic’ glasses, 
the human being is only a cluster of cells that have no more value than the cells of 
animals.  Others are ‘capitalists’ … money and possessions are at the centre of their 
vision. Others are ‘sentimentalists’ … emotions, feelings, are what count. Others 
advocate absolute freedom.  
 

8- For their part, religions offer a global vision of the world and inspire millions of people. 
They are very diversified: Hinduism is not Islam or Christianity. Each has its own 
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conception of the human being … the place of the body and the soul, of the individual, of 
the community; aspiration for happiness and the experience of evil and suffering; 
questions about death and eternity.  
 

9- Among these messages is Christ’s message. We should ask ourselves why we adhere to 
his message and not to that of Mohammed or Buddha, of Hitler or Stalin. 

 

              
 
 
 

10-  Spiritual Application: 
 

a. Identify the messages that influence my daily life: opinion surveys, materialism, 
consumerism, money, politics, religion.  

b. What knowledge do I have of other religions? 
c. What influences have religions had on the lives of people? 
d. Why do I choose Christ? 

 
 
 

III- Choosing to be disciples of Christ and his wisdom 

 
 

11- I have just asked an important question: Why do I choose Christ in my life? Why am I his 
disciple? Through habit? Through family solidarity? Through conviction and personal 
choice? Saint Peter asks us to:  “Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who 
demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and 
reverence.” (I Peter 3: 15-16) Actually, we should be able to say why we accept  the 
Gospel message. The fundamental reason is certainly because we recognize in Christ an 
exceptional quality, a divine authority. He is the incardinated Son of God who died and 
has risen to give us access to eternal life.  
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Let us take the time to understand how we came to this conviction. Let us be inspired by 
a simple experiment. 
 

a. When I am sick, who do I consult?  
A passer-by in the street?  
Someone who read a medical article 
on the Internet?  
A first year medical student?  
A doctor who got 60% on his exams?  
A doctor who got 90%? 
 
 
When we are sick, we don’t want 
someone incompetent. On the contrary, 
we look for the doctor who received good training, as attested to by the diploma on 
his office wall. We look for the one with the most experience.  

 
b. A second aspect: When we see the doctor, our goal is to get better. Because we 

trust him and want to live, we will accept his advice: “If you want to live, you have to 
change your life, follow a diet, do some physical exercise, take some medicine, have 
surgery.”  
 

c. In the face of these requirements it is possible to feel some resistance … it’s hard to 
go on a diet or exercise. We might also prefer to follow the opinions of our friends: 
“That’s not necessary, your doctor is exaggerating…” 

 
 

12- This quick reminder of a frequent experience 
can shed light on our relationship to Christ. 
We choose him as the guide for our lives 
because among the diverse founders of 
religion, he appears the most trustworthy, 
the one who has the better diploma, the 
better training … his message has great 
human and spiritual depth. Through his 
miracles he showed us that we could rely on 
him. Through his death on cross, he showed 
the depth of his love for us; through his 
resurrection he showed that eternal life 
exists and that we can attain it thanks to him. 
Therefore, with Saint John the Evangelist, we can recognize that he is the way, the truth 
and the life. (Jn 14: 6) He is the life, because he is God. He is the truth, because he shows 
us who is truly God and who we are for him. He is the way, because through his 
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humanity we have access to God. It can therefore be asserted that he is the doctor par 
excellence, the one who has come to tear humanity away from its deepest evil: sin and 
death. He is the Good Samaritan who wants our true healing and paid with himself to 
guarantee it for us. He is the one who teaches how to preserve or find true spiritual 
health again.  

 
13- We choose Jesus because he brings to the world the true light. In the episode of the 

Transfiguration, we in fact see him shining with light. (Mt 17: 1-9) He can rightfully say:  “I 
am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have 
the light of life.” (Jn 8: 12) He teaches us the path of God, the great commandment of the 
love of God and neighbour (Lk 10: 25-28) that summarizes the ten commandments given 
to Moses. (Ex 20: 1-17) 
 

 
 

14- Spritual Application:  
 

a. Affirm to Jesus my faith in him …  he is the way, the truth and the life because he is 
the Son of God, made man for our salvation, who died and has risen. Say again the 
Creed  of Nicea-Constantinople. 

b. Meditate on the Word of Jesus: “Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide 
and the road is easy that leads to destruction, and there are many who take it. For 
the gate is narrow and the road is hard that leads to life, and there are few who find 
it.” (Mt 7: 13-14) 

c. Pray Psalm 1:  “Happy are those who... take... their delight in the law of the LORD, and 
on his law they meditate day and night. They are like trees planted by streams of 
water, which yield their fruit in its season, and their leaves do not wither. In all that 
they do, they prosper.” 

d. Re-read the meditation of Pope Benedict XVI : “The fundamental relationship is the 
relationship with the Creator, or else other relations are fragile. Hence, it is essential 
to choose God. A world empty of God, a world that has forgotten God, loses life and 
relapses into a culture of death...A society which forgets God, excludes God, precisely 
in order to have life, falls into a culture of death. Precisely in order to have life, a "no" 
is said to the child, because it takes some part of my life away from me; a "no" is said 
to the future, in order to have the whole of the present; a "no" is said to unborn life 
as well as to suffering life that is approaching death.... Consequently, everything is 
connected: the deepest option for the Crucified Christ with the most complete option 
for life, from the very first moment until the very last.” (March 2, 2006) 
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15- Because we recognize in Jesus the very Son of God, we accept his teachings that benefits 
from a unique authority. Saint Paul recalls it:  

 
a- “We also constantly give thanks to God for this, that when you received the word of 

God that you heard from us, you accepted it not as a human 
word but as what it really is, God’s word, which is also at work in 
you believer.” (I The 2:13) 
 

b- “As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue 
to live your life in him,  rooted and built up in him and 
established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in 
thanksgiving.” (Col 2: 6-7) 

 

16- Christ’s teaching is transmitted to us through the Church. In fact, it 
was Jesus himself who declared: “Whoever listens to you listens to 
me, and whoever rejects you rejects me, and whoever rejects me 
rejects the one who sent me.” (Lk 10: 16) “You are Peter, and on this 
rock I will build my church.” (Mt 16:18) 
 

a. Christ entrusted to the Magisterium of the Church (the Pope and the Bishops in 
union with him) the responsibility of transmitting his teaching in an authorized 
way. Revelation ended with the death of the last Apostle. However, 
understanding of the Gospel message is always ongoing. “When the Spirit of 
truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth.” (Jn 16: 13) “I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.”(Mt 28: 20) 
  

b. The Catechism of the Catholic Church describes this responsibility of the Pope 
and Bishops:  

  889 In order to preserve the Church in the purity of the faith handed on by the  
  apostles, Christ who is the Truth willed to confer on her a share in his own  
  infallibility. By a "supernatural sense of faith" the People of God, under the  
  guidance of the Church's living Magisterium, "unfailingly adheres to this faith." 

 

  890 The mission of the Magisterium is linked to the definitive nature of the  
  covenant established by God with his people in Christ. It is this Magisterium's task 
  to preserve God's people from deviations and defections and to guarantee them 
  the objective possibility of professing the true faith without error. Thus, the  
  pastoral duty of the Magisterium is aimed at seeing to it that the People of God  
  abides in the truth that liberates. To fulfill this service, Christ endowed the  
  Church's shepherds with the charism of infallibility in matters of faith and morals. 
 

17- If the disciples of Jesus want “preaching and teaching that conforms to the truth that is in 
Jesus” (Eph 4: 20-21), they must remain united to the Magisterium of the Church that 
presents the content of the faith. Along this line, following the Second Vatican Council, 
that took place from 1962 to 1965, the Pope and Bishops proposed the fundamentals of 
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the faith in a volume, the Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
that Saint John Paul II promulgated in 1992. We celebrate its 
25th anniversary in 2017. This year, while we want to intensify 
our lives as disciples of Christ by deepening our knowledge of 
the faith, we can rediscover this major text that includes four 
parts:  
 

i. The profession of faith, the, I believe in God. God 
speaks to humanity and gives himself to humanity. 
Faith is the welcoming of this mystery. “Faith is man's 
response to God, who reveals himself and gives 
himself to man, at the same time bringing man a 
superabundant light as he searches for the ultimate meaning of his life”. (n. 26) 

 
ii. The sacraments: The salvation delivered by Christ is communicated to us.  

 

iii. The life of faith: Man was created for sublime happiness. The paths to reach it 
are God’s commandments and grace.  

 

iv. Prayer: This is the personal relationship with God, dialogue with him. The Our 
Father is the perfect model. 

 
 

18- Spiritual Application: 
 

a- Rediscover the value of the Christian message … it brings light to the 
beginning and end of the universe. It sheds light on the nature of man and 
woman, their components (soul and body), the person-community 
connection, interpersonal relationships (dignity of each, respect), the 
presence of evil and sin, the relationship to work, creation, money …  

b- Obtain a Catechism of the Catholic Church, read articles about it to deepen 
our knowledge of the Christian message.  

c- Use the ‘Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church’: this is a kind 
of synthesis of the Catechism presented in 598 questions and answers.  

d- Live as children of the light: Jesus asks us not to allow the light that is within 
us to darken (Mt 6: 22) but rather to radiate divine light, the main fruit of 
which is fraternal love. (I Jn 2: 8-11) 

e- Become people who proclaim the joy of the Gospel and demonstrate the 
transformation of life brought by Jesus. Return to the Pastoral Letter of Lent 
2017 that dealt with holiness: God’s plan for us, to live like him, in the 
manner of Christ. Sin is resistance to this plan.  
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IV- The message of the Christ and its challenges 

 

19- In the message that Jesus offers to 

the world, some pages flow well : the 
Shepherd who throws himself into 
the search for some lost sheep, the 
Good Samaritan who helps the 
injured person. “Just as I have loved 

you, you also should love one 
another.” (Jn 13: 34) “Just as you did 
it to one of the least of these who are 
members of my family, you did it to 
me.” (Mt 25: 40)  

 

 
a- In the history of the Church, this message has aroused the commitment of Christians 

who invented innumerable works: schools, dispensaries, hospitals, rights of persons ...  

 
b- This message has had a great impact on daily life, for example, in respect for human 

life, marriage, the family. “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church.” 
(Ep 5: 25) This text from Saint Paul is something radically new, recognizing the equal 
dignity of woman who is not the property of the man, but with whom a just 
relationship should be established, 
founded on the love of Christ. 
Christians put an end to infanticide, 
spread throughout the Roman 
Empire. They rejected abortion. 
They accompanied the sick and the 
dying. Under the influence of the 
Gospel, slavery, undeserving of a 
person created in the image and 
likeness of God, was gradually abolished. In fact, God invites human beings to 
consider themselves as brothers and sisters.  

 
c- Throughout history, many Christians have experienced love for the Gospel with 

heroism. In the XIIth century, the religious of the Trinitarian and Our Lady of Mercy 
Orders were committed to releasing Christians reduced to slavery in Islamic 
countries. Saint Damien of Veuster (1840-1849) was also a great witness of the 
heroism of Christian charity. He went to live on the island of Molokai, where people 
stricken with leprosy were isolated and left to themselves. His presence gave them 
back their dignity. He gave his life for them, as he was afflicted by their terrible 
disease. Closer to us, Saint Theresa of Calcutta (1910-1997) took care of the poorest 
of the poor, those whom no one wanted. She started a great charitable movement in 
service to the most unfortunate.  

 
d- Pope Francis recently recognized a new importance for this heroism of charity in the 

process of recognizing saints. In his Motu Proprio Maiorem hac dilectionem, of July 
11, 2017, he thus asserted: “Greater love has no man than this, that a man lay down 
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his life for his friends.” (Jn 15:13) Worthy of special consideration and honour are 
those Christians who, following more than closely the footsteps and teachings of the 
Lord Jesus, have voluntarily and freely offered their life for others and persevered with 
this determination unto death. Certainly the heroic offering of life, inspired and 
sustained by charity, expresses a true, complete and exemplary imitation of Christ, 
and thus is deserving of that admiration that the community of faithful customarily 
reserves to those who have voluntarily accepted the martyrdom of blood or have 
exercised Christian virtues to a heroic degree.”

 

20- However, other pages of the 

Gospel and the Christian message 
meet with resistance. We have 
already seen it in the Gospel: 
when Jesus rejects divorce, some 
say: “If such is the case of a man 
with his wife, it is better not to 
marry.” (Mt 19: 10) When he 
invites the young rich man to 
leave his belongings behind to 
follow him, the man “went away 

grieving.” (Mk 10:17-22) When he 
presents the Eucharist as his Body 
and Blood to be consumed, many 
leave: “Because of this many of 
his disciples turned back and no 
longer went about with him.” (Jn 
6: 66) Rejection of many aspects 
of the message of Jesus will lead 
some to condemn him to death 
and put him to death on the 
cross.

 
a. Jesus warns us that living the Gospel will not be easy. “I am sending you out 

like sheep into the midst of wolves.” (Mt 10: 16) “Beware of them, for they 
will hand you over to councils … you will be hated by all because of my name.” 
(Mt 10: 17. 22) “Remember the word that I said to you, ‘Servants are not 
greater than their master.’ If they persecuted me, they will persecute you; if 
they kept my word, they will keep yours also.” (Jn 15: 20) 

 
b. Saint Paul returns to this teaching: “Those who are unspiritual do not receive 

the gifts of God’s Spirit, for they are foolishness to them, and they are unable 
to understand them.”(I Cor 2:14) “For the time is coming when people will not 
put up with sound doctrine, but having itching ears, they will accumulate for 
themselves teachers to suit their own desires, and will turn away from 
listening to the truth and wander away to myths.” (2 Timothy 4: 3-4) 

 
c.  The Gospel has known resistance that has led as far as martyrdom: in his 

Encyclical Veritatis Splendor (August 6, 1993), Saint John Paul II recalls that 
martyrdom demonstrates the inviolable holiness of the law of God. (n. 90-94) 
“The Church proposes the example of numerous Saints who bore witness to 
and defended moral truth even to the point of enduring martyrdom, or who 
preferred death to a single mortal sin. In raising them to the honour of the 
altars, the Church has canonized their witness and declared the truth of their 
judgment, according to which the love of God entails the obligation to respect 
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his commandments, even in the most dire of circumstances, and the refusal to 
betray those commandments, even for the sake of saving one's own life.” (n. 
91) 

 
d. Pope Francis also declared that Christians are men and women who go 

against the tide (June 28, 2017): 
 

“When in the Gospel Jesus sends the disciples on mission, he does not mislead 
them with mirages of easy success. On the contrary he warns them clearly 
that the proclamation of the Kingdom of God always involves opposition. And 
he also uses an extreme expression: “and you will be hated — hated — by all 
for my name’s sake” (Mt 10:22). Christians love but they are not always loved. 
Jesus places us before this reality from the start. In a somewhat strong 
measure, the confession of faith occurs in a hostile climate. 
 
Christians are therefore men and women who “go against the tide”. It is 
normal: because the world is marked by sin which manifests itself in various 
forms of selfishness and injustice; those who follow Christ walk in the opposite 
direction. 
 

The only strength Christians have is the Gospel. In 
difficult times, one must believe that Jesus is 
before us and does not cease to accompany his 
disciples. Persecution is not in contradiction to 
the Gospel but rather is part of it. If they 
persecuted our Teacher, how can we hope to be 
spared the fight? However, in the midst of the 
storm, Christians must not lose hope, thinking 
that they have been abandoned. Jesus assures his 
disciples: “even the hairs on your head are all 
numbered.” (Mt 10:30) 

 
Christians therefore, must always be found on the 

“opposite side” of the world, that chosen by God: not persecutors but 
persecuted; not arrogant but meek; not charlatans but submissive to the 
truth; not imposters but honest men and women. 
 
This fidelity to Jesus’ style — which is a style of hope — until death, was to be 
called a beautiful name by the first Christians: “martyrdom”, meaning 
“witness”. There were so many other possibilities offered by the vocabulary: it 
could have been called heroism, abnegation, self-sacrifice. Yet the Christians 
of the first hour identified it with a term that suggests discipleship. Martyrs do 
not live for themselves; they do not fight to assert their own ideas, and they 
accept having to die solely out of loyalty to the Gospel.” 
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21- Spiritual Application: 
 

a- What Gospel passages attract me the most spontaneously? 
b- What saints inspire me and constitute appealing models for me?   
c- What Gospel passages do I find difficult to accept, to live?  
d- In the current debates going on in society, what place do I give to the 

light of the Gospel?  
e- Do I accept not following the trend, not being in fashion?  
f- What is my position on abortion, marriage, medical assistance in dying?  

 
22- Thus we must be aware that to live as disciples of Christ is a struggle, both within and 

outside of ourselves:  

  
 

i. We can confront external persecution: the Church has been persecuted from its 
beginnings as has Christ himself. In fact we know about innumerable martyrs of 
every age, of every social condition, in every time. In the last century many 
people were killed because of their faith in Christ, for example by Communist 
regimes. Still in our time, in many countries, our Christian brothers and sisters 
have been marginalized, discriminated against, wounded or killed. They prefer to 
die than betray Christ and his message.   
 
Obviously in our country there is no open persecution, but many would like to 
relegate faith to church or home and forbid all expression or influence in public 
debates. For example, some find the Christian message ‘intolerant’ particularly 
when it promotes respect for life from conception to natural death or again 
when it proposes the sanctity of the marital union between man and woman. 
The social doctrine of the Church disturbs many especially when it reminds 
about the dignity of workers, the danger of unbridled consumerism, ecological 
responsibility, the armaments race, international violence … 
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ii. An even more insidious danger than persecution is on the lookout for disciples of 
Christ: seduction. While persecution acts outside the Church and is easily 
identifiable by the noise it makes, seduction is more insidious. It infiltrates the 
minds of the faithful: by finding some agreements, it brings about gradual shifts, 
a little like the frog in hot water … if you plunge it all at once into boiling water, it 
dies immediately (persecution). If it goes into lukewarm water that is heated 
gradually, the frog gets used to it and dies more slowly (seduction).  
 
We know how seduction works, as the experience of Eve tells, as she was 
seduced by the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and evil: “The woman saw 
that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that 
the tree was to be desired.” (Gen 3: 6) She sees something that seems good to 
her and allows herself to be pulled along little by little until she ends up eating 
from the tree. Many Old Testament texts invite vigilance: “Take care, or you will 
be seduced into turning away.” (Deut 11: 16) “Do not let the greatness of the 
ransom turn you aside.” (Job 36: 18) Jesus also denounces the seductions of 
wealth that smother the good seed. (Mt 13: 22) In fact a great Seducer exists 
who draws toward himself, instead of to God (to seduce means ‘to draw to 
oneself’); he deceives the faithful and even is described as the ‘seducer of the 
whole world’. (Rev. 12: 9)  
 

iii. In our time we must be particularly vigilant against 
being seduced. Many values proposed are real and 
merit consideration. However, when they become 
absolute, disconnected from God, they can destroy 
everything … then we are seduced by unlimited 
freedom, personal rights without moral obligation, 
concepts of discrimination or of stigmatization, 
tolerance, the refusal of judgment … We must 
preserve the possibility of judging if a behaviour is 
good or bad (the judgment of people belongs to 
God). We must choose what is good (discern). We 
must denounce the evil that destroys people and 
society.  

 
23- Any disciple of Jesus cannot avoid spiritual combat, which St. Paul describes so well (Eph 

6: 10-20):  

  “Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. Put on the whole armour 
 of God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.  For our struggle 
 is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities, 
 against the cosmic powers of this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in 
 the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armour of God, so that you may be 
 able to withstand on that evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. Stand 
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 therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and put on the breastplate of 
 righteousness. As shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you ready to proclaim 
 the gospel of peace. With all of these, take the shield of faith, with which you will be able 
 to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation, and the 
 sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer 
 and supplication. To that end keep alert and always persevere in supplication for all the 
 saints. Pray also for me, so that when I speak, a message may be given to me to make 
 known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains. 
 Pray that I may declare it boldly, as I must speak.” 

24- Spiritual Application: 

a- Be aware that disciples of Christ must fight against adversaries of the faith. Revive the 
gift of strength received at Confirmation.  

b- Be aware that the danger of ‘seduction’ strikes at our hearts. Ask for the gift of counsel.  
c- An example : See seduction at work in the promotion of medical assistance in dying or 

assisted suicide. Assisted suicide contains a moral malice greater than ‘ordinary’ suicide. 
In fact, as the word ‘assisted’ indicates, to become effective it implies assistance, the 
help of other people: doctors, pharmacists, nurses must collaborate in the act. Members 
of the sick person’s immediate family can even be invited to attend the death or at least 
approve of it. The media are exercising a growing influence to make the thing 
acceptable and even desirable: some reports show the person seeming to be asleep, 
surrounded by his loved ones in a more or less festive atmosphere. It is certain, 
however, that no member of the families concerned would accept to be present if the 
one who desires death did it by hanging or by firearm. No one would accept to go and 
buy the indispensable rope. Recourse to medications injected intravenously conceals, 
camouflages, the extreme violence that is at work. The result, even sterilized, is 
identical: the person dies. To make suffering disappear, we make the person disappear. 
We must clearly demonstrate that we cannot approve such an action nor collaborate in 
it … we cannot kill a person directly, even through ‘compassion’. We must constantly 
recall the sacred character of human life and accompany our 
brothers and sisters who are ill by offering them palliative care. 
We must especially offer them the light of faith: our God is the 
God of life. In the mystery of his death and resurrection, Christ 
offers an extraordinary illumination of the human condition 
and suffering and he accompanies us in times of hardship. We 
must present the Christian meaning of suffering and death, 
from the perspective of the Cross of Christ. In an immediate 
way, we must help sick people to be open to the presence of 
the Lord and to allow themselves to encounter him at the heart 
of their ordeal.                                                                                                                                                                 

d- Meditate on the opening prayer of the XVth Sunday mass: “O God, who show the light of 
your truth to those who go astray, so that they may return to the right path, give all who 
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for the faith they profess are accounted Christians the grace to reject whatever is 
contrary to the name of Christ and to strive after all that does it honour.” 

e- Meditate on the opening prayer of the votive mass for the lay faithful: “O God who have 
sent the power of the Gospel like leaven into the world, grant that your faithful whom 
you have called to live amid the world and its affairs, may be fervent with the Christian 
spirit and, through the tasks they carry out in this present age, may constantly build up 
your Kingdom.” 

f- Meditate on the prayer after communion for the XVIth Sunday mass: “Graciously be 
present to your people, we pray, O Lord, and lead those you have imbued with heavenly 
mysteries to pass from former ways to newness of life.” 

V- Our 2017-2018 Pastoral plan: Teaching of the Faith 

 
 

25- Our pastoral plan for 2017-2018 consists of making the faithful of the Diocese of Timmins 
more aware of their vocation as disciples of Christ and to affirm them in their 
fundamental conviction that it is he who brings true 
Wisdom to humanity. Consequently, it is about 
choosing him with more determination, despite the 
resistance that his message encounters.  
 

26- In this sense we must adopt a mentality of the new 
evangelization: take advantage of every opportunity 
to proclaim the Gospel, to be inspired by it, to form 
committed and missionary disciples and not only 
occasional consumers. Spiritual experiences will be 
offered to interested people.  

 
 

 
 

27-  We will deepen our knowledge in the area of faith: one Sunday a month priests will bring 
to their homilies a theme determined by the diocese and aligned with the Word of God. 
Parish bulletins will present some aspects of faith teaching, an excerpt from the 
Catechism for example, so that the faithful will be able to remember these more easily. 
Avenues for spiritual reflection will be offered at meetings of different parish 
organizations, as well as information on religious sites and links on the Internet.  
 

28- We will pay great attention to young couples and young families by taking particular 
advantage of meetings for sacramental preparation of the young (Baptism, Confirmation, 
Eucharist, Reconciliation). Tools will be offered to them to assure regular follow-up.  
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29-  On many occasions I have spoken about the crucial importance of our Catholic schools.  
(See for example my Pastoral Letter of September 2016, numbers 16 and 18.) 
 
i. We will invite parents and grandparents to be aware of their responsibilities in 

the transmission of the faith to new generations. In order to accompany their 
children, parents and grandparents will seek to know the religious education 
programs provided to their children.  
 

ii. Our Catholic schools have different means available to help young people 
become disciples of Christ: in addition to religious teaching and pastoral 
activities, we find religious signs (crucifix, statues, holy pictures), daily prayer, 
liturgical celebrations, the presence of the priest. Witnessing by the teaching 
staff constitutes a determining element for the transmission of the faith. These 
different means contribute to creating an atmosphere of faith that visitors notice 
and young people benefit from in their spiritual growth. 

 
 

iii. It is also fundamental to intensify school-parish-family communication: to give 
the school information about the parish, to give the church, information about 
the school and its activities. To this end, other elements are very valuable: 
discussions with religious education teachers and pastoral animators; 
participation at ‘open houses’ with an information kiosk about parish activities; 
monthly mass with young people; animation of prayer and experimenting with 
various forms of prayer. The interest of children could be developed: offer them 
books and religious objects; invite them to serve at mass, to read, to sing at 
church. Organize activities according to the calendar for the year (Education 
Week, Family Week, Month of the rosary or of Mary, Holy Week).  

 
iv. It would be interesting in the parish to hear the witness of young people who 

have had volunteer experiences, spiritual and humanitarian projects. They 
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opened their eyes to the poverty that affects some people, their hearts were 
touched and they were able to open their hands to make their own contribution 
and really experience the Gospel message. They learned the value of conviction, 
of effort, of perseverance.  

 
 

1- Our parishes will ensure they become 

ever more vibrant by taking advantage 
of every opportunity to establish an 
evangelical contact, by continuously 
taking care at the church and at the 
rectory to welcome people (especially 
new parishioners), by fostering 
encounters with witnesses ready to 
share their experience, by highlighting 
involved people (priest, deacons, 
persons mandated, lay people 
responsible for parish groups). For 
example, it would be empowering to 
organize a meeting where different 
parish organizations make themselves 
known and discover others. A spiritual 
dimension will be integrated into 
different meetings through a fraternal 
sharing on a Gospel theme. Some 

people might feel called to establish 
more stable groups for spiritual sharing, 
for deepening of faith, for Catechism 
studies, for Christian reflection on the 
great moral questions of the hour.    
 

hus, if the faithful invest more of 
their lives as disciples of Christ, we 

can be assured, with the grace of God, 
that our Diocese of Timmins will 
preserve and intensify its face of the 
Body of Christ here and now, preparing 
a future of faith for generations to 
come.  
 

ay Saint Anthony of Padua, disciple 
and missionary, accompany us and 

intercede for us in this responsibility.  
  

 

 
 

 Serge Poitras 
Bishop of Timmins 

 
 

September 21, 2017, feast of Saint Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist. 
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