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Priest Appointments 

This year, a few priests from the francophone and bilingual sectors of the diocese are receiving a new 
assignment.  

Father M. Marcel Bruneau, currently Parish Priest of Paroisse Saint Joachim Parish in South Porcupine, is 
appointed Parish Priest of paroisse Sainte-Croix in Haileybury. 

Father Richard Ngoy, currently Parish Administrator of Sacré-Cœur-de-Jésus in New Liskeard, is appointed 
Parish Administrator of Notre-Dame-de-la-Paix in Timmins. 

Father Alexis O’Lenga, currently Parish Administrator of Sainte-Croix in Haileybury, is appointed Parish 
Administrator of Saint-Dominique-du-Rosaire in Timmins. 

Father Georges Hakiza Nyarubwa o.f.m., currently Parish Administrator of Marie-Reine-du-Monde in 
Matheson, Immaculée-Conception in Val-Gagné, Saint-Laurent in Ramore, Très-Saint-Rédempteur in Holtyre 
and the aboriginal mission in Wahgoshig, is appointed Parish Administrator of Sacré-Cœur-de-Jésus in New 
Liskeard. 

Father Pierre Mafanda Mahuma o.f.m, currently Parish Administrator of Notre-Dame-de-la-Paix in Timmins 
is appointed Parish Administrator of Marie-Reine-du-Monde in Matheson, Immaculée-Conception in Val-
Gagné, Saint-Laurent in Ramore, Très-Saint-Rédempteur in Holtyre and among the First Nations faithful in 
Wahgoshig.  

Father Stéphane Kazadi Sanga o.f.m., currently Parish Administrator of Saint-Dominique-du-Rosaire in 
Timmins, is appointed Parish Administrator of l’Assomption-de-la Bienheureuse-Vierge-Marie in Kirkland 
Lake, Notre-Dame-du-Lac in Larder Lake, Saint-Pierre-Apôtre in Virginiatown, and among the First 
Nations faithful in Matachewan. 

Father Henri Touaboy c.ss.scp, currently Parish Administrator of l’Assomption-de-la Bienheureuse-Vierge-
Marie in Kirkland Lake, Notre-Dame-du-Lac in Larder Lake, Saint-Pierre-Apôtre in Virginiatown and the 
aboriginal mission in Matachewan, is appointed Parish Administrator of paroisse Saint Joachim Parish, in 
South Porcupine. 

These appointments with a term, in principle, of six years, take effect July 3, 2017.  
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For priests, as for parishioners, a new assignment can be difficult. I thank the priests for their availability in 
service to the Diocese of Timmins. I am also assured that parishioners will happily welcome their new 
pastors and give them the collaboration essential for the vitality of their communities and the challenges of 
Evangelization.  

On the other hand, we cannot forget that the diocese does not have seminarians preparing to become 

priests. We must pray more, so that those, whom the Lord calls, answer him generously and dedicate 

themselves to his service. I conclude by recalling the words of our Holy Father Pope Francis in his message 

for the World Day of Prayer for Vocations on the Fourth Sunday of Easter:  

 

“We become open to the silent working of the Spirit, which is the basis of mission. There can be no 

promotion of vocations or Christian mission apart from constant contemplative prayer. The Christian life 

needs to be nourished by attentive listening to God’s word and, above all, by the cultivation of a personal 

relationship with the Lord in Eucharistic adoration, the privileged “place” for our encounter with God. 

 

I wish heartily to encourage this kind of profound friendship with the Lord, above all for the sake of 

imploring from on high new vocations to the priesthood and the consecrated life. The People of God need to 

be guided by pastors whose lives are spent in service to the Gospel. I ask parish communities, associations 

and the many prayer groups present in the Church, not to yield to discouragement but to continue praying 

that the Lord will send workers to his harvest. May he give us priests enamoured of the Gospel, close to all 

their brothers and sisters, living signs of God’s merciful love. 

 

Dear brothers and sisters, today too, we can regain fervour in preaching the Gospel and we can encourage 

young people in particular to take up the path of Christian discipleship. Despite a widespread sense that the 

faith is listless or reduced to mere “duties to discharge”, our young people desire to discover the perennial 

attraction of Jesus, to be challenged by his words and actions, and to cherish the ideal that he holds out of a 

life that is fully human, happy to spend itself in love.”  

 

With my blessing.  

 

 

 Serge Poitras 

Bishop of Timmins 

 

 


