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Christian Funerals 

 

In recent years, there have been various changes in society regarding funeral practices. Several people 

come to the church and ask for a funeral mass; others opt for a liturgy of the word at the funeral home, 

presided by a priest, deacon or other person; some want nothing at all and are buried immediately; 

some people feel that going to church is too expensive; others find it more convenient that everything 

happens at the funeral home. How are Catholics invited to situate themselves when faced with their own 

deaths or those of their loved ones? 

 

1- We must first look at death in the face, even if this subject has become almost taboo. Is death an 
absolute end or does it lead to something else, to eternal life? Since as Catholics we believe in God, 
we also believe that death does not have the last word but leads to life.: «Just as Christ is truly risen 
from the dead and now lives forever, so he himself will raise everyone on the last day with an 
incorruptible body» (Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 204). «After death, 
which is the separation of the body and the soul, the body becomes corrupt while the soul, which is 
immortal, goes to meet the judgment of God and awaits its reunion with the body when it will rise 
transformed at the time of the return of the Lord» (n. 205). 
 

2- It is difficult for us to fully comprehend eternal life. The child who is in the womb of his mother has 
no idea of the life that is yet outside: he does not know colours, smells, the faces of people; it is only 
after his birth that he discovers the wonderful universe that surrounds us. Similarly, we cannot, in 
this world, imagine what eternal life is: we know, however, that it exists, that we can access it, 
precisely by the gift of God that we accept in faith, in the certainty that we will be associated with the 
resurrection of his Son.. «The Christian who dies in Christ reaches at the end of his earthly existence 
the fulfillment of that new life which was begun in Baptism, strengthened in Confirmation, and 
nourished in the Eucharist, the foretaste of the heavenly banquet» (Compendium n. 354). 

 

3- It is certainly good to 'celebrate the life' of our deceased, to remember what these people have lived, 
the qualities they have demonstrated, the values they have illustrated; they live in our memory. 
 

4- However, a Christian does not remain confined in this purely earthly horizon; faith opens a window 
to him. We know that people can live more than just in our memory: they live truly and eternally in 
God. We have traces of this deep conviction even in our everyday language: when we say 'adieu' in 
French to a person, we confide her ‘to God'; when we say 'good-bye', we wish 'God be with you'. 
 



18/06/2018 P a g e  | 2 

 

5- Therefore, the faithful express their openness to God by a Catholic funeral, preferably with the 
celebration of the Eucharist in the church, or at least by a Liturgy of the Word with the rites of the 
last farewell. The funeral celebrates the unique life of the person, but especially his union with the 
paschal mystery of Christ, the passage to eternal life... «Funerals express the paschal character of 
Christian death in hope of the resurrection. They also manifest the meaning of communion with the 
departed particularly through prayer for the purification of their souls» (Compendium n. 355). 
«Funeral rites consist of four principal parts: welcoming the body of the deceased by the community 
with words of comfort and hope, the liturgy of the Word, the Eucharistic Sacrifice, and the farewell in 
which the soul of the departed is entrusted to God, the Source of eternal life, while the body is buried 
in the hope of the resurrection» (Compendium n. 356). 
 

6- The faithful are encouraged to express in writing their wish to have a Catholic funeral, in a separate 
document from their will, specifying also their choice of burial or cremation, as well as the place of 
burial.  It is important to designate a reliable person who will be in charge of respecting and fulfilling 
these wishes. 
 

7- Our Catholic Faith teaches the existence of the purgatory, «the state of those who die in God’s 
friendship, assured of their eternal salvation, but who still have need of purification to enter into the 
happiness of heaven» (Compendium n. 210). We are all struggling with  evil, with the sin that leaves 
traces in us and which we must get rid of to enter into perfect communion with God; we are indeed 
like the person who has walked long hours outside in dust and wind, and whose face and clothes are 
soiled. Arrived at the destination, in the light, she becomes aware of her filth and wants to get rid of 
it before going to dinner. So it is with our encounter with God: in the light of his love, we become 
aware of the many egoisms that have affected our lives, our relationships with him and others, and 
we feel the need to be cleansed, to rid of them. This is precisely what God does by his love. 
 

8-  How can we contribute to the purification of souls in purgatory?  «Because of the communion of 
saints, the faithful who are still pilgrims on earth, especially the Eucharistic sacrifice. They also help 
them by almsgiving, indulgences, and works of penance" (Compendium, n. 211). In offering the 
Eucharist for such a deceased person, we ask God that the salvation brought to humanity by Christ in 
his death and resurrection be applied to that particular person. 

 

9- .Each mass has an intercession for the deceased. For example, in Eucharistic Prayer N. III : 
«Remember your servant N whom you have called today from this world to yourself. Grant that he 
(she) who was united with your Son in a death like his, may also be one with him in his Resurrection, 
when for the earth he will raise up in the flesh those who have died, and transform our lowly body 
after the pattern of his own glorious body. To our departed brothers and sisters too, and to all who 
were pleasing to you at their passing from this life, give kind admittance to your Kingdom. There we 
hope to enjoy the fullness of your glory, when you will wipe away every tear from our eyes. For seeing 
you, our God, as you are, we shall be like you for all the ages and praise you without end». 
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10-  It is thus advisable to foresee in our last will an amount set aside for the offering of masses for the 
repose of one's own soul. It is also a good practice to have a Mass offered, at the local parish, on the 
occasion of the death of another person.  In some Parishes, during the funeral Mass, there is a 
collection for this purpose 
 

 I conclude this brief reflection by inviting you to meditate on Preface I for the Dead: «In him the hope of 

blessed resurrection has dawned, that those saddened by the certainty of dying might be consoled by the 

promise of immortality to come. Indeed your faithful, Lord, life is changed not ended, and, when this earthly 

dwelling turns to dust, an eternal dwelling is made ready for them in heaven». 

 

With my blessing. 

 

 May the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 

 

 

     Serge Poitras 

    Bishop of Timmins 
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Excerpts from the Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church 

“I BELIEVE IN THE RESURRECTION OF THE BODY” 

202. What is the meaning of the term “body” (or “flesh”) and what importance does it have? (990, 1015) 

The resurrection of the flesh is the literal formulation in the Apostles Creed for the resurrection of the body. 
The term “flesh” refers to humanity in its state of weakness and mortality. “The flesh is the hinge of 
salvation” (Tertullian). We believe in God the Creator of the flesh; we believe in the Word made flesh in 
order to redeem flesh; and we believe in the resurrection of flesh which is the fulfillment of both the 
creation and the redemption of the flesh. 

203. What is meant by the “resurrection of the body”?   (990) 

This means that the definitive state of man will not be one in which his spiritual soul is separated from his 
body. Even our mortal bodies will one day come to life again. 

204. What is the relationship between the Resurrection of Christ and our resurrection? (998, 1002-1003) 

Just as Christ is truly risen from the dead and now lives forever, so he himself will raise everyone on the last 
day with an incorruptible body: “Those who have done good will rise to the resurrection of life and those 
who have done evil to the resurrection of condemnation” (John 5:29).  

205. What happens to our body and our soul after death?  (992-1004, 1016-1018) 

After death, which is the separation of the body and the soul, the body becomes corrupt while the soul, 
which is immortal, goes to meet the judgment of God and awaits its reunion with the body when it will rise 
transformed at the time of the return of the Lord. How the resurrection of the body will come about 
exceeds the possibilities of our imagination and understanding. 

206. What does it mean to die in Christ Jesus?  (1005-1014, 1019) 

Dying in Christ Jesus means to die in the state of God's grace without any mortal sin. A believer in Christ, 
following his example, is thus able to transform his own death into an act of obedience and love for the 
Father. “This saying is sure: if we have died with him, we will also live with him” (2 Timothy 2:11).

 


