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Mass Intentions 

 

On this first day of November consecrated to the feast of All Saints, at the beginning of this month 

dedicated in particular to the memory of our departed sisters and brothers, I thought it useful to recall the 

meaning and importance of the celebration of the mass with particular intentions.   

The Catholic faith teaches that “… In the blessed Eucharist is contained the whole spiritual good of the 

Church, namely Christ himself, our Pasch." (Catechism of the Catholic Church, n. 1324). “Source and summit 

of the Christian life” (Lumen Gentium n. 11), it should therefore remain at the centre of our Christian life, 

because it makes present for us the death and resurrection of Christ. 

At the heart of each Eucharistic celebration, we proclaim the very Words of Jesus: “This is the chalice of my 

Blood, the Blood of the new and eternal covenant, which will be poured out for you and for many for the 

forgiveness of sins.” In this way, Jesus says to the Apostles that his Blood will be poured out for those 

gathered around him and also for the many not physically present.  

In the mass we pray that the salvation offered by Christ reaches humanity in its entirety and we also pray so 

that it touches more particularly the people who participate in it, a certain person living or deceased, in a 

certain problematic situation. In this way, we can offer the mass for particular intentions:  

 

1- In thanksgiving: For all that the Lord does for us; we thank him for the good things that he has 

bestowed on us.  

 

2- In thanksgiving for a saint: Many of the faithful offer a mass in honour of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary, St. Anthony or another saint.  In this way, they give thanks to God for the life of that saint, 

asking at the same time that his or her life become an inspiring model and that this saint 

intercede for us in our efforts for a more authentic Christian life.  

 

3- In intercession: Some of the faithful ask for special prayers for difficult situations (personal 

problems of all kinds: health, married life, children, conflicts; social problems: poverty, violence, 

war).  Often, someone would prefer these requests to be kept confidential and not published 

directly in the parish bulletin; they are then written under the words 'personal intention', in the 

certainty that the Lord knows it. 

 

4- In intercession for deceased persons: We know that people who die do not disappear into 

nothingness but remain in God and we are united to them in the communion of saints. The 



1/11/2020 P a g e  | 2 

 

Catechism of the Catholic Church recalls this: “All who die in God's grace and friendship, but still 

imperfectly purified, are indeed assured of their eternal salvation; but after death they undergo 

purification, so as to achieve the holiness necessary to enter the joy of heaven.”(n. 1030) The 

celebration of the mass for the intention of a deceased person is the greatest gift that we can 

give to him or her, since we are contributing to his or her freedom from the grip of evil, to his or 

her sanctification, to his or her definitive transformation in God.  

 

5- When he celebrates mass, the priest prays for the intention requested by a certain person. He 

also prays for this requesting person, called ‘donator’ as for example the Eucharistic Prayer I 

recalls. (Roman Canon)  

Remember Lord your servants N. and N. all gathered here, whose faith and devotion are 

known to you.  For them, we offer you this sacrifice of praise or they offer it for themselves  

and all who are dear to them: for the redemption of their souls, in hope of health and well-

being, and paying their homage to you, the eternal God, living and true.  

 

6- Every Sunday and on holy days of obligation, the Bishop and the parish pastors are charged with 

celebrating the ‘pro populo’ mass for the intention of the faithful who are entrusted to their 

pastoral care.  

 

7- The faithful are thus invited to request the celebration of masses for different intentions that I 

mentioned above (thanksgiving, intercession for the living and the dead). Presence at this 

celebration and reception of Holy Communion are highly desirable. The usual monetary 

contribution on this occasion is a form of sacrifice as well as support for the Church. 

 

8- Since a parish cannot keep mass intentions beyond one year, those that remain are sent to the 

diocese and are celebrated by myself or by retired priests or sent to the Missions.   

 

  

 Serge Poitras 

Bishop of Timmins 

 

 


