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Episcopal Vicar for the New Evangelization 

 

During the Chrism Mass on March 26th, I announced the appointment of Father 

Léo Rancourt as Episcopal Vicar for the New Evangelization. I thank him for his 

generosity in accepting this mission that is added to his present responsibilities as 

parish priest.  

 

The New Evangelization was vigorously promoted by Blessed Pope John Paul II 

and by His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI, who even instituted the Pontifical Council 

for Promoting New Evangelization, a new Dicastery of the Roman Curia. In 

traditional Christian countries such as ours, several of the faithful have 

abandoned the Catholic faith or have distanced themselves from the Church; 

others are maintaining their faith but with the simple education they received 

from their religious formation as a child. Therefore, we must work to enable our 

brothers and sisters to rediscover the faith of their baptism and to fully live the 

Gospel. 

 

Such is the concern that the new Episcopal Vicar and his team (that remains to be 

constituted) are called to bear in a particular way. Obviously, all of the faithful of 

the diocese are invited to sensitize themselves to this mission for the life of the 

Church. 
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 Feast of St. Anthony of Padua 

 The celestial patron of the Diocese of Timmins, Saint Anthony of Padua, is 

celebrated June 13th, in accordance with the liturgical calendar of the universal 

Church. Since Saint Anthony was a great evangelizer, I wish to entrust the 

diocesan service of the New Evangelization to his intercession. To this end, the 

liturgical celebration in his memory, that is also our diocesan feast day, will 

henceforth become a solemnity, with first vespers the evening before for people keeping the 

Divine Office (Instruction on the Revision of Particular Calendars, Congregation for Divine 

Worship, June 24, 1970, #9). 

 

The Diocesan Tribunal 

Permanent deacon Mr. Michel Néron, 

under the responsibility of Father Sébastien 

Groleau, Chancellor, continues to work at 

the diocesan tribunal and to assist the 

Chancellor, as required, with the marriage 

files. His experience in this area as well as 

his availability make him able to provide 

this service. I thank him for this.  

 

350th Anniversary of the First Parish in Canada                                                                                                                                                                           

The first parish in Canada, Notre-Dame de Québec, was erected September 15, 1664 by the 

Blessed François de Laval, the first Bishop of Quebec. To highlight the 350th anniversary of this 

parish that is the ancestor of all others in Canada, the Archdiocese 

of Quebec is organizing a jubilee year that will begin December 8, 

2013, the feast of the Immaculate Conception and will end 

December 28, 2014. Different events are planned over the course of 

this jubilee year. The organizers hope that some Canadian parishes 

will be able to organize pilgrimages. Pertinent information is 

available on the web site created for this purpose:  

www.notredamedequebec.org. 

 

 

 

 

 Serge Poitras 

    Bishop of Timmins  
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