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Dear members of the diocese, 

 

 As I announced to you in the last Infofax, I participated in a Congress in Rome from 

September 11th to 19th that brought together bishops appointed since September 2012. I want 

to share with you a few aspects of this rewarding experience. 

 

1- To begin with, it was a spiritual event, a pilgrimage to the Holy See. To this end, we con-
celebrated mass at Saint Peter’s Basilica on Sunday, September 15th and gathered at the 
tomb of the Prince of the Apostles. It was a very moving experience that brought us back to 
the sources of our faith. His Eminence, Cardinal Marc Ouellet, Prefect of the Congregation 
for Bishops, presided over this solemn celebration.  

 

2- On Thursday, September 19th there was an audience with the Holy Father, Pope Francis 
who, after a talk on the mission of Bishops, greeted each Bishop individually. For several 
of us, it was the first time that we had the opportunity to meet the Successor of Saint 
Peter: an unforgettable moment.  

 

3- Of the 102 participants at this Congress, five of us were from Canada: Bishop Jodoin, 
from Bathurst in New Brunswick, Bishop Jensen, from Prince George in British Columbia, 
Bishop Miehm, Auxiliary Bishop of Hamilton in Ontario, Bishop Marwan Tabet, the 
Maronite Bishop (Lebanese) whose episcopal seat is in Montreal. Finally, there was 
Bishop Charbonneau, a Canadian and Bishop of Honduras, where he has been a 
missionary for 30 years.  

 

4- The other bishops came from 34 countries: Algeria, Argentina, Australia, Austria, 
Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Dominican Republic, Egypt, France, Germany, Great 
Britain, Haiti, Honduras, India, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Latvia, Lebanon, Lithuania, Malta, 
Mexico, Panama, Peru, Poland, Spain, Syria, Slovakia, Tunisia, Ukraine, United States of 
America, Venezuela.  
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5- This Congress was also an excellent opportunity to concretely perceive the universal 
(catholic) dimension of the Church. During informal discussions, especially during meals 
and at the breaks, we were able to discover the richness and difficulties of the life of the 
Church all over the world. One evening was devoted to official testimonies: some 
Bishops shared with us the great suffering experienced by the Church in their countries. 
I was particularly touched by the discussion on the dramatic situation of Christians in 
Syria and the Middle East. These Bishops very much appreciated the Pope’s intervention 
on behalf of peace in that region. A Ukrainian Bishop also reminded us of the 
unspeakable suffering that Catholics experienced under the Communist regime. 
Because of their fidelity to Christ and to the Pope many Catholics were sent to Siberia 
where they died as true martyrs!  

 

6- The Congress proceeded in such a way as to allow different themes to be addressed on 
the ministry of the Bishop, teacher of the faith, sanctifier and guide of the people 
entrusted to him. The parish situation and the decrease in the number of priests, 
spiritual life, administrative matters, relationships between priests and religious, the 
Eastern churches, ecumenism, inter-religious dialogue, Canon Law, means of social 
communication were approached in this way. The themes vary from one year to the 
next.  

 

7- The study process was simple: a Bishop or a specialist spoke about the theme in 
question then answered questions from the participants. Three different themes were 
dealt with each day like this.   

 

8- There was also time for discussion among the participants. Two groups, linguistically 
based: I participated in a Francophone group that consisted of Bishops from Lebanon, 
France, Syria and Lithuania; the other, geographically based by continent: I joined the 
group from North America that included the United States and Canada. Two bishops 
from Great Britain joined our Anglophone group.  

 

9- In an assembly of this scope, the linguistic question is complex. If several presentations 
took place in Italian, (which is comprehensible in Italy), we also heard Spanish, English, 
French, Arabic, Ukrainian. Simultaneous translation was available in four languages.  

 

10- For the Liturgy of the Hours and Holy Mass, the major part proceeded in Latin, of which 
everyone had at least a minimal understanding.  The readings from the Word of God 
and the songs were proclaimed in different languages that varied according to the day. 
We had a mass in Arabic and Syrian (with an Arabic-Italian booklet) in the Maronite rite. 
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Through all of this we experienced the catholicity of the Church with her two thousand 
year history and universal expansion.  

 

11-  Our accommodations were with the Legionaries of Christ, a community originally from 
Mexico, but really international. It was impressive to see 250 seminarians. Alas, our 
diocese has none!  

 

12- I carried the diocese spiritually with me while praying, especially for families, the sick 
and the youth, not forgetting vocations to the priesthood that are indispensable for the 
future of our Church.  

 

I give thanks to the Lord for the wonderful experience that I had in Rome with these bishops 

from all over the world. These days our pastoral year is beginning when we want to be « On 

the Way with Jesus ». May we be attentive to his presence and bear witness to him.  

 

 

 

 

 

+ Serge Poitras 

Bishop of Timmins 

 

 

September 26, 2013, Feast of the Holy Canadian Martyrs 

 

 

 
 
  

 

 

 

 


