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In a few days the month of November begins, the month that in the Church is 

traditionally devoted to prayer for the faithful departed, in particular for our 

relatives and friends. 

 

1- November 2: Commemoration of all the faithful departed 
 

On Saturday, November 2nd at 9 a.m., at Saint-Anthony of Padua Cathedral 

Parish, I will celebrate Holy Mass for the deceased Bishops and priests of 

the diocese. We cannot forget those who gave their lives and energies in 

service to the Lord and to his Church.  

 

It would certainly be meaningful if each parish also prayed for the pastors 

and assistant priests who worked in his service.  

 

2- Plenary indulgence applicable to the faithful departed 
 

From November 1 - 8, a plenary indulgence, applicable only to the 

departed, is granted to the faithful who visit a cemetery, a church or an 

oratory and who pray for the departed. The conditions for receiving the 

indulgence are: sacramental confession, Eucharistic communion and prayer 

(recite the Our Father and the Hail Mary) for the intentions of the 

Sovereign Pontiff.  

 

3- Closing of the Year of Faith, Sunday, November 24, Feast of Christ the King 
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On Sunday, November 24th, the feast of Christ the King, Pope Francis will 

close the Year of Faith that was inaugurated on October 11, 2012 by his 

predecessor, Pope Benedict XVI.  

 

In union with the Holy Father and in thanksgiving for all of the blessings 

that the Lord has bestowed during this year, it would be good if all parishes 

offer together one hour of Eucharistic adoration.  

 

For my part, I am inviting parishes of the city of Timmins to come to the 

Cathedral on Sunday, November 24th at 4 p.m. for this hour of adoration 

during which we will pray the Vespers in a bilingual celebration. I will 

shortly send out a booklet outlining this event.  

  

4- December 7-8 : Collection for First Nations : Forward Together. A Campaign 
for Healing and Reconciliation. 
 

At the request of Archbishop Gérard Pettipas, Archbishop of Grouard-

McLennan and Chair of CCEPIRSS (Corporation of Catholic Entities Party to 

the Indian Residential Schools Settlement), a special collection will be held 

in our parishes on December 7th and 8th as in several Canadian dioceses. 

Under the direction of the Campaign for Healing and Reconciliation, this 

collection seeks to support programs of healing and education and to build 

a better future with First Nations throughout Canada. So far this campaign 

has supported projects such as Student Scholarships at Memorial University 

in St. John’s, Aboriginal Studies at Concordia University in Montréal, Kateri 

Native Ministry, in Ottawa, that supports Amerindian Christians, programs 

for aboriginal youth in Winnipeg, programs seeking to bring together First 

Nations people and the rest of the population.  

 

If many First Nations people, Inuit and Métis have succeeded in their work, 

have found hope in their families and accomplishment in their lives, there 

are still too many who are living in the shadow of a painful past and who 

are battling serious problems.  
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As Catholics we are called to go to the heart of the Gospel and to the 

message of Jesus who asks that « we love one another as he has loved us » 

(Jn 13 :34). I invite you to give generously to this campaign in the spirit of 

Christmas sharing. Of the $25 million objective, only $3 million has been 

raised to date. The offerings collected in the parishes will be sent to the 

diocese that will forward the funds to this Campaign for Healing and 

Reconciliation.  

 

5- Monday, December 9, Feast of the Immaculate Conception  
 

On Monday, December 9th at 7 p.m. at Ste-Croix Parish in Haileybury, we 

will celebrate the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary. This 

will be a diocesan gathering to honour Mary, the Mother of God and 

Mother of the Church. We will highlight the commitment of catechists who 

work in sacramental formation at the parish and diocesan levels.  

 

On this occasion, in the name of the Holy Father, I will give the Apostolic 

Blessing with plenary indulgence. 

 

 

 

 Serge Poitras 

Bishop of Timmins 

 

Feast of St. Luc, the Evangelist 

International Day for the Eradication of Poverty

  

 

 


