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Four saintly figures 

On April 3rd, His Holiness Pope Francis signed the Decree of canonization for two Blessed 
Canadians: François de Montmorency-Laval, first Bishop of Quebec, and Marie of the Incarnation, 
Ursuline and educator in Quebec.  

The Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops (CCCB) describes these two great witnesses of the 
Church in Canada on its web site this way.  

“Saint François de Laval (1623-1708) was the first Bishop of New France. His diocesan territory 

originally included most of what is now Canada, much of upper New England and all the 

Mississippi Valley, extending even to the Rocky Mountains. He is admired for his pastoral work 

among the Aboriginal Peoples and the settlers of New France, and for trying to defend Native 

People from being exploited by merchants and governors through the sale of alcohol. He was 

especially committed to education, founding both a major and a minor seminary. The Séminaire 

de Québec, which later established Laval University, has made major contributions in the 

intervening centuries to higher academic education not only in Quebec and the rest of Canada, 

but throughout North America. Saint François de Laval was known for his commitment to 

evangelization and his generosity to the poor. After his resignation as Bishop of Québec, he 

devoted his final years to prayer, penance and the care of the poor. 

 

Saint Marie of the Incarnation (1599-1672) was an Ursuline nun who founded a convent and 

school to educate girls in New France. Daughters of the French settlers and of the Aboriginal 

Peoples were educated together, sharing the same table and the same dwelling. After learning 

several Aboriginal languages, she compiled catechisms and prayers in Huron and Algonquin, as 

well as an Algonquin dictionary. She also maintained a voluminous correspondence. Her letters 

remain today an important witness to her deep and generous mystical spirituality, as well as to 

the day-to-day history of New France. Saint Marie of the Incarnation began a long tradition 

throughout our continent of Ursuline elementary and secondary schools, dedicated to the 

education of girls and young women of all faiths and languages. Her canonization happily 

coincides with the 375th anniversary of her arrival in what is today Quebec City.” 
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Saint François de Laval and Saint Marie of the Incarnation marked our history and can still inspire 

us today through their complete attachment to the Lord and their generous service to the 

community.  I particularly note their concern for aboriginal people and the education of the 

youth. In founding the Séminaire de Québec, Saint François de Laval showed how necessary the 

priesthood is for the life of the Church. Let us pray that young men generously answer the Lord’s 

call to dedicate themselves to his service and to that of the Church.  

 

It is possible to gather at the tomb of these two saints. Saint François de Laval rests in the 

Cathedral of Quebec and Saint Marie of the Incarnation at the Ursuline Monastery in Quebec.  

 

On Sunday, April 27th, Pope Francis will proceed to the canonization of two Popes whom many of 

us have known: Blessed John XXIII (Angelo Roncalli : Pope from 1958 to 1963), Blessed John Paul 

II (Karol Wojtyla : Pope from 1978 to 2005).  

 

John XXIII was perceived as parish priest of the world. He asked for and inaugurated the Second 

Vatican Council, the goal of which was to generate an ‘aggiornamento’ of the life of the Church, a 

renewed presentation of the Catholic faith, while ensuring fidelity to its permanent substance. 

John XXIII is also famous for his Journal of the Soul that describes his spirituality.  

 

Of Polish descent, John Paul II was Pope for 26 years! He contributed greatly to the fall of 

Communism in Europe. He made many apostolic trips throughout the world, three of which were 

to Canada (1984: travelling the country from one end to the other; 1987, to Fort Simpson; 2002 : 

WYD in Toronto). Victim of an attack in 1981, he forgave his aggressor. He participated in the 

Second Vatican Council as a young Bishop.  

 

Pope Francis will canonize his two predecessors on April 27th, Divine Mercy Sunday, a devotion 

promoted by John Paul II who died that same Sunday in 2005. 

 

Let us be inspired by these four figures of holiness, so that each one of us also, in our daily lives, 

will be witnesses of the Gospel and draw the world toward God. 
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