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World Day of Prayer for the Sanctification of Priests 

 

In 1995, Saint John Paul II instituted a World Day of Prayer for the Sanctification of Priests that 

unfortunately, it seems to me, is little known and consequently not put into practice.  

 

This saint Pope chose the Solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus for this day of prayer. This 

decision seems very meaningful: indeed, the Lord said to the prophet Jeremiah: “I will give you 

shepherds after my own heart.” (Jer 3: 15), words found at the beginning of this same Pope’s 

1992 Apostolic Exhortation, Pastores dabo vobis.  

 

In his life, as in his ministry, the priest should, in this way, take inspiration from the heart of Jesus, 

this gentle and humble heart (Mt 11: 29), full of love for the Father and for humanity, that sets 

the hearts of his disciples burning (Lk 24:32). Did Paul VI not say that we hear “the beating of the 

heart of Christ” in the heart of the priest? (November 28, 1970). 

 

I therefore invite each one of the faithful of the diocese to pray especially for the 

sanctification of their priests on Friday, June 27th, the Solemnity of the Sacred Heart 

of Jesus, by participating in holy mass if possible, or by saying the rosary or by 

spending time in personal meditation.  

 

 On this same occasion I invite prayers for vocations to the priesthood and to the deaconate, of 

which our diocese is greatly in need. May those whom the Lord calls to serve him, respond 

generously.  

 

 

  Serge Poitras 
Bishop of Timmins 

June 21, 2014 - Solemnity of the Body and Blood of Christ 
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