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1- Intentions of the Holy Father for the Month of September 
 
As Catholics, we are invited to pray in union with the Holy Father. Here are his intentions for the month of 

September: 

  
Universal : That the mentally disabled may receive the love and help they need for a dignified life. 

 
For Evangelization: That Christians, inspired by the Word of God, may serve the poor and suffering. 

 
Let us bring these intentions into our personal prayer and into our Eucharistic celebrations as I proposed in 

Infofax N. 13, December 17, 2013.  

 

2- September 8: Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin 
 
For several years our Diocese has expressed its love for the Blessed Virgin, Mother of God and Mother of 

the Church, through a diocesan Marian celebration. It will take place Monday, September 8th, the feast of 

the Nativity of Mary, 7 p.m. at the Cathedral. Usually during this celebration, we highlight the commitment 

of people who work in a pastoral ministry or service at the parish or diocesan level. This year we pay tribute 

to the animators of pastoral ministry in our English and French language Catholic schools from the northern 

part of the diocese (Timmins, South Porcupine, Matheson, Ramore, Holtyre, Val Gagné and Iroquois Falls). 

Next year, on the same date, we will celebrate those from the southern part. Everyone is invited to 

participate in this celebration and to pray for the people involved in pastoral animation in our Catholic 

schools. Along with the parents and parish pastors of our youth, they provide an important service by 

helping young people to grow in their faith. At the end of this celebration, I will give an Apostolic blessing 

with a plenary indulgence.  

 
3- Pastoral Letter on the 2014-2015 Priority 
 
In 2013-2014, the Diocesan Pastoral Council (DPC) chose the theme “On the Way with Jesus” as the priority. 

In my Pastoral Letter I presented the experience of the disciples of Emmaus as a source of inspiration for 

our Christian life. With “burning hearts”, they returned to Jerusalem where their brothers and sisters were 

found gathered.  



31/08/2014 P a g e  | 2 

 

 

For the 2014-2015 year, the Diocesan Pastoral Council wants to direct our reflection and our action toward 

this reality of the community of believers, that is to say, the Church, so that our Catholic Church becomes 

“more visible and dynamic”. I wrote a Letter on this theme. As usual it is divided into different numbers that 

each person can read at their own pace. It can also be studied in a group, in parish councils or other groups 

and I hope that it will inspire our activities. The priests can also refer to it in their preaching.  

 
4- Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops (CCCB) 
 
From September 14th to 19th I will be participating in the Plenary Assembly of the Catholic Bishops of 

Canada. It will be held in Quebec in the context of the celebration of the 350th anniversary of the founding 

of the first parish in North America. Notre-Dame de Québec was erected September 15, 1664 by Saint 

François de Laval. On September 14th a solemn mass will be celebrated in the Cathedral-Basilica of Notre-

Dame de Québec, that will be presided by Cardinal Jaime Lucas Ortega y Alamino, Archbishop of Havana, a 

special envoy of the Pope for this occasion.  

 
5- 100 years for Saint Anne Parish in Iroquois Falls 
 
Speaking of anniversaries, Saint Anne’s Parish highlighted its 100 years of existence (1914) on July 26th. 

Many parishioners were pleased to participate in the solemn Eucharist that I presided, followed by a 

banquet where everyone was able to fraternize. Congratulations to the organizers of this event!  

 
6- 80th  Anniversary of the Erection of the Cathedral Cross in Timmins  
 
In 1934, to commemorate the fourth centenary of the arrival of Jacques Cartier in Canada (1534) and as a 

reminder of the gesture he made in Gaspé, the faithful of the parish of St-Antoine-de-Padoue erected a 

cross that is still standing. It is a magnificent sign of their faith and that of those who built our country. This 

cross saw the first church burn down in 1936 and the construction of the present church, become 

Cathedral, in 1938. It is made of granite, measures 18 feet in height and was crafted by the Laurin Company 

of Ottawa. I have not found the exact date when it was blessed but I will note that on Sunday, September 

28th.  

Also in 1934, the parishioners of Holy Cross in Haileybury, at the time when that church was the Cathedral 

of the diocese, offered His Excellency Bishop Louis Rhéaume, a chalice that we still use at diocesan 

celebrations. There again is a beautiful example of faith and continuity!  

With my blessing! 

Serge Poitras 

Bishop of Timmins 
 


