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Day of Prayer for Peace in Iraq, Gaza and Syria 

   

With Pope Francis, we are all following with deep concern the appalling news reports that are 
coming to us from Iraq, from Gaza and from Syria. Defenceless populations and notably our Christian 
sisters and brothers are fleeing their homes and have urgent need of protection, of food, of a roof 
over their heads and medical help. In solidarity with their suffering and in communion with the 
universal Church, the Holy Father invites us to “raise up with one voice ceaseless prayer imploring the 
Holy Spirit for the gift of peace” in the Middle East.  
  
All parishes of our diocese are invited in the coming weeks to include the following intention in the 
Prayers of the Faithful:  
 
That the Holy Spirit inspire Canadians and the international community to protect all people affected 
or threatened by violence in the Middle East, to show them their solidarity and to bring them their 
help.    
  
We also invite you to join other Christians and other citizens in urging your member of Parliament to 
encourage the Government of Canada to do more for the Middle East – by providing emergency aid 
for reconstruction, by facilitating the admission of refugees into our country, by participating in 
international efforts toward justice and peace in the region and by insisting on respect for freedom of 
conscience and religion and respect for the rights of minorities. 
  
Three Canadian Catholic agencies are collecting funds to ease the suffering of Middle East 
populations: 
 

Canadian Catholic Organization for Development and Peace (www.devp.org)  
CNEWA (Catholic Near East Welfare Association) Canada (www.cnewa.ca)  
Aid to the Church in Need – Canada (www.acn-aed-ca.org) 

 
We encourage Catholics to support, as much as possible, the work of these three organizations. 
However, in order to allow our diocese to provide a significant contribution, our parishes will 
collaborate more particularly with Development and Peace.  
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Caritas Internationalis, the international network of the Church that brings together more than 160 
Catholic charitable organizations and that works in service to the poor of all religions in the entire 
world, regularly transmits details on the Middle East situation. You will find updated reports on its 
Internet site:  

in English at http://www.caritas.org/where-we-are/middle-east-north-africa/ 
et en français au http://www.caritas.org/fr/ou-nous-trouver/mona/.  

 
Let us come to the spiritual and material aid of our brothers and sisters who are suffering for their 
Christian faith.  
  

 

 Serge Poitras 

Bishop of Timmins 

 

September 14, 2014, Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross 

 


