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 Synod on Life and the Family - October 2014  

 

The Holy Father has convened for October 2014 the III Extraordinary Synod of Bishops 

that will deal with life and the family.  

 

An immense universal consultation preceded the writing of a preparatory instrument, 

PASTORAL CHALLENGES TO THE FAMILY IN THE CONTEXT OF EVANGELIZATION, that 

may be found on the Internet site of the Holy See.  

 

I want to take this opportunity to thank the parish teams who, reflecting during Advent 

2013, took the time to respond to the preparatory questionnaire. Their responses were 

duly forwarded to the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops, who sent them on to 

the Holy See, as requested. 

 

The first stage of this Synod takes place in October. Last June 26th, Cardinal Lorenzo 

Baldisseri, Secretary General of the Synod of Bishops, declared that, taking into account 

the importance of the Synod, there would be a World Day of Prayer on September 28th.  

 

The faithful are therefore invited to recite the following prayer after communion at the 

masses of September 27 and 28th. Thereafter, they may recite it at home privately or as 

a family.  

 
(prayer on the next page)  
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Prayer for the Synod on Life and the Family  

 

Jesus, Mary and Joseph, 

in you we contemplate 

the splendour of true love, 

to you we turn with trust. 

Holy Family of Nazareth, 

grant that our families too 

may be places of communion and prayer, 

authentic schools of the Gospel 

and small domestic Churches. 

Holy Family of Nazareth, 

may families never again  

experience violence, rejection and division: 

may all who have been hurt or scandalized 

find ready comfort and healing. 

Holy Family of Nazareth, 

may the approaching Synod of Bishops 

make us once more mindful  

of the sacredness and inviolability of the family, 

and its beauty in God’s plan. 

Jesus, Mary and Joseph, 

graciously hear our prayer! 

Amen. 

 

 

 Serge Poitras 

Bishop of Timmins 

 

 


