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1-  2015-2016 Year of Consecrated Life 

 

A new liturgical year begins on November 30th, the First Sunday of Advent.  Then the Year of 
Consecrated Life that his Holiness Pope Francis has promoted, will be inaugurated at St. Peter’s 
Basilica in Rome.  
 
This provides an extraordinary opportunity to rediscover the beauty, importance and necessity 
of consecrated life in the Church. Everyone remembers the major role that men and women 
religious have played and still play in the areas of the missions, education, health and charity. 
They are at the origin of innumerable good works.  
 
The Year of Consecrated Life that will end in January 2016 invites us to thank men and women 
religious for their contribution to the life of our diocese. We are able to benefit from the 
presence of eight women religious from l’Assomption de la Sainte Vierge: six in New Liskeard 
and Earlton; two in Timmins; two Filles de la Sagesse, three women religious from Notre-Dame-
Auxiliatrice and four frères du Sacré-Cœur in Timmins. A Spiritan Father works in Kirkland Lake, 
Larder Lake and Virginiatown; two Franciscan Fathers work in Timmins, one in Matheson, 
Ramore, Val-Gagné, Holtyre; two Fathers also work among the First Nations faithful in 
Matachewan and Wahgoshig. 
 
This would undoubtedly be an appropriate time to show our gratitude to these men and 
women religious and to present to our youth a vocation to consecrated life as a path to 
evangelical service and personal growth.  
 

2- Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
 
On Monday, December 8th we will celebrate the feast of the Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin. This is an important Marian feast that the faithful are invited to highlight. 
Indeed, since the moment of her conception, Mary has been “full of grace”, as we recite each 
day in the “Hail Mary”.  
 
I will celebrate the parish mass in the Cathedral at 7 p.m. for this purpose. 
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The Immaculate Conception is the Patroness of the Archdiocese of Ottawa, of which we form 
part with Hearst and Pembroke. I therefore invite you to pray for the needs of the Church in 
this area of the country.  
Nor can we forget the Oblate Fathers of the Immaculate Conception who have done so much 
for our diocese over the course of its history. Two of our bishops have come from this 
Congregation: His Excellency Bishop Louis Rhéaume, Bishop of Timmins from 1923 to 1955 and 
His Excellency Bishop Gilles Cazabon, Bishop of Timmins from 1992 to 1997, before becoming 
Bishop of Saint-Jérôme in Quebec (1997-2008), who is now retired in his community in Ottawa.  
 

3- Day of Prayer in Solidarity with Indigenous Peoples 
 
A few years ago the Permanent Council of the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops (CCCB) 
established that a Day of Prayer in Solidarity with Indigenous Peoples would be celebrated 
December 12th, the feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, Patroness of the Americas.  

 
This year and next, in the context of the Synod convened by the Pope on the pastoral 
challenges for the family, its needs and role in evangelization, the members of the Canadian 
Catholic Aboriginal Council wish to honour the elders who helped them  to develop their own 
faith. 

 
The initial text of the message was written by the Canadian Catholic Aboriginal Council. An 
overview of it is published in the December edition of Living with Christ and Prions en Église.  

 
 

4- Prayer Intentions of the Holy Father for December 
 

General : That the birth of the Redeemer may bring peace and hope to all people of good 
will. 
 
For evangelization : That parents may be true evangelizers, passing on to their children 
the precious gift of faith. 

 
 
Have a good Advent Season. With my blessing ! 
 

 

 

  Serge Poitras 
Bishop of Timmins

 
 


