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1- The Pontifical Society of St. Peter the Apostle 

 

This Society that is part of the Pontifical Mission Societies (OPM), supports the formation of 

seminarians in mission areas. The needs are greatest in certain countries of Asia, Africa, Australia, 

South America and Eastern Europe. A collection for this purpose may be organized in our parishes.  

 

For those able to do so, it is also possible to adopt, either personally or collectively, one or more 

seminarians. Here are the coordinates: The Pontifical Society of St. Peter the Apostle, 2219 Kennedy 

Road, Toronto ON, M1T 3G5  www.missionsocieties.ca  

 

2- World Day for Consecrated Life : February 2 
 

Our Holy Father Pope Francis wanted to highlight the importance of religious life through the 

promulgation of a year consecrated to religious life. It was inaugurated in Rome on the first Sunday 

of Advent, November 30, 2014.  

 

We all know the major role that religious men and women have played in the history of our country 

particularly in the field of education, healthcare and in many forms of charitable service. Our 

diocese is also indebted to these women and men who have consecrated their lives in service to the 

Lord and to their brothers and sisters. We can still count on the presence of a certain number of 

men and women religious who live in the city of Timmins, in New Liskeard and in Earlton.  

 

Saint Pope John Paul II hoped that February 2nd, the feast of the Presentation of the Lord, would 

become the day for consecrated life. To this end I have invited women and men religious of the 

diocese to a fraternal meeting at Saint-Dominique-du-Rosaire Parish in Timmins. Having the faithful 

join them for the celebration of the mass in that church on Monday, February 2nd , at 6:30 p.m., 

would be well appreciated. As planned for the liturgy of the Presentation of the Lord, this mass will 

begin with the procession that will leave from the church hall. There will be a time of fellowship 

after the mass.  

 

3- International Day of Prayer and Reflection Against Human Trafficking: February 8 
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On February 8th, which is the feast of Saint Josephine Bakhita, a Sudanese slave who became a 
woman religious, the “International Day of Prayer and Reflection against Human Trafficking is 
celebrated”. 
 

In his message for the World Day of Peace on January 1st, His Holiness Pope Francis recalled that 

“the Conversion to Christ … constitutes a new birth which generates fraternity as the fundamental 

bond of family life and the basis of life in society.” (n. 2). By accepting this fundamental and universal 

fraternity, we are refusing “man’s subjugation by man”, the fact that despite international 

conventions, “millions of people today – children, women and men of all ages – are deprived of 

freedom and are forced to live in conditions akin to slavery “ (n.3) : workers, migrants, trafficking of 

people, often forced into prostitution, victims of terrorist groups … “Slavery is rooted in a notion of 

the human person which allows him or her to be treated as an object.” (n. 4) The Pope also invites 

conversion to “change the way we see our neighbours, to recognize in every other person a brother 

or sister in our human family, and to acknowledge his or her intrinsic dignity in truth and 

freedom.”(n. 6) He hopes to globalize solidarity and fraternity, not slavery and indifference.  

 

4- World Day of the Sick: February 11 

 

On February 11th, along with the liturgical memorial of Notre-Dame-de-Lourdes, we are invited to 

have concern for our brothers and sisters who are ill. In his message, “I was eyes to the blind, and 

feet to the lame (Job 29:15)”, the Pope proposes to develop “wisdom of the heart” and to spend 

some time with our ailing sisters and brothers. “How great a lie lurks behind certain phrases which 

so insist on the importance of ‘quality of life’ that they make people think that lives affected by grave 

illness are not worth living.” (n. 3) 

 

5- Ash Wenesday and Lent: February 18  
 

Lent begins on Wednesday, February 18th. This is an important time for improving our Christian life, 

in particular through more intense prayer and renunciations that bring us into solidarity with our 

brothers and sisters in need. To nourish our reflections, I will offer you a pastoral letter about 

conversion and the Sacrament of Penance (forgiveness): ‘Repent, and believe the gospel’ (Mk 1:15). 

 

With my blessing! 

 

 

Serge Poitras 
Bishop of Timmins 

 


