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Holy Year of Mercy 2015-2016 

 On April 11, 2015 at St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome, our Holy Father Pope Francis published the Bull, 
Misericordiae Vultus (The Face of Mercy), in which he announced an Extraordinary Jubilee, a Holy Year. We 
recall the Great Jubilee of the Year 2000 that Saint John Paul II celebrated at the turn of the third 
millennium.  

 During this celebration, the Holy Father introduced the next Jubilee this way:  

 

“Why a Jubilee of Mercy today?  
 

Simply because the Church, in this time of great historical change, is called to offer more evident 
signs of God’s presence and closeness. This is not the time to be distracted; on the contrary, we need 
to be vigilant and to reawaken in ourselves the capacity to see what is essential. This is a time for the 
Church to rediscover the meaning of the mission entrusted to her by the Lord on the day of Easter: to 
be a sign and an instrument of the Father’s mercy (cf. Jn 20:21-23). 
For this reason, the Holy Year must keep alive the desire to know how to welcome the numerous 

signs of the tenderness which God offers to the whole world and, above all, to those who suffer, who 
are alone and abandoned, without hope of being pardoned or feeling the Father’s love. A Holy Year 
to experience strongly within ourselves the joy of having been found by Jesus, the Good Shepherd 
who has come in search of us because we were lost. 

 

A Jubilee to receive the warmth of his love when he bears us upon his shoulders and brings us back to 
the Father’s house. A year in which to be touched by the Lord Jesus and to be transformed by his 
mercy, so that we may become witnesses to mercy. Here, then, is the reason for the Jubilee: 
because this is the time for mercy. 

 

It is the favourable time to heal wounds, a time not to be weary of meeting all those who are waiting 
to see and to touch with their hands the signs of the closeness of God, a time to offer everyone, 
everyone, the way of forgiveness and reconciliation” (Homily, Vespers, April 11, 2015) 
 

The Jubilee will begin at Saint Peter’s in Rome on December 8, 2015, the Feast of the Immaculate Conception. 
With the opening of the Holy Door of Mercy, the Pope reminds us that, “anyone who enters will experience the love of 
God who consoles, pardons, and instils hope.” (n. 3) This date also underlines the 50th anniversary of the end of the 
Second Vatican Council.  
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In accordance with the Pope’s request, the inauguration in the dioceses, therefore in our Cathedral of Saint 
Anthony of Padua, will take place December 13th, the Third Sunday of Advent, traditionally dedicated to Christian joy. 
The Holy Year will conclude on the Feast of Christ the King November 20, 2016.  

The complete text of the Misericordiae Vultus Bull of Pope Francis is found on the website of the Holy 
See: 
 

- In French, at:  
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/fr/apost_letters/documents/papa-
francesco_bolla_20150411_misericordiae-vultus.html 

- In English, at: 
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-

francesco_bolla_20150411_misericordiae-vultus.html  

 

 

 In this inspiring document, the Holy Father invites us to rediscover the teaching of the Word of God 

on mercy (n. 7-9). Mercy is a pillar that supports the life of the Church (n. 10). In this regard we can look 

again to the teaching of Saint John Paul II in his Encyclical Dives in Misericordia (November 30, 1980). Indeed 

mercy is the beating heart of the Gospel (n. 12).  

 

The Pope proposes a motto: “Merciful like the Father” (n. 14) and invites us to go to the outermost fringes 

(n. 15) in order to proclaim a year of good deeds (n. 16). We will be able to live Lent more intensely (n. 17), 

in particular by celebrating the Friday and Saturday preceding the Fourth Sunday of Lent as “24 Hours for the 

Lord”, during which the Sacrament of Reconciliation will be abundantly offered (n. 17). 

 

 Finally, the Pope calls each person to conversion and in a special way, the members of criminal 

organizations and participants in corruption (n. 19). He reminds us of the connection between justice and 

mercy (n. 20-21), the place of indulgences and the communion of saints (n. 22), the importance of mercy in 

inter-religious dialogue with Judaism and Islam (n. 23). Together, we can turn toward Mary, the Mother of 

Mercy (n. 24). 

 

 I therefore invite you to warmly welcome this Extraordinary Holy Year promoted by the Holy Father. 

If all of us cannot make a pilgrimage to Rome, we can all make its spiritual pilgrimage (n. 14), by exposing 

ourselves to the mercy of God and by becoming witnesses among our brothers and sisters.  

 

 

 

  Serge Poitras 
Bishop of Timmins 

 


