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Encyclical Laudato Si of His Holiness Pope Francis 

On June 18th, Our Holy Father Pope Francis published the Encyclical Letter Laudato Si, 
on “care for our common home”. It is available on the Internet site of the Holy See (click 
on the link in English). http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-

francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html  

The title, Laudato Si, refers to the canticle of Saint Francis of Assisi who acknowledged 
and celebrated the presence of the Lord through the work of Creation.  

In his Encyclical, the Pope invites us to reflect on the responsibility that God has 
entrusted to us regarding Creation: indeed human beings can make a contribution to 
God’s work but they can also damage it. In this regard, some aspects of the earth’s 
present situation are concerning and require concerted action: pollution, violence, 
selfish exploitation of resources. Humanity should also be aware of the negative 
consequences of certain behaviours and rediscover the universal destination of 
resources.  

The Pope divided his Encyclical into six chapters: What is Happening to our Common 
Home (I), The Gospel of Creation (ii), The Human Roots of the Ecological Crisis (iii), 
Integral Ecology (iv), Lines of Approach and Action (v) and Ecological Education and 
Spirituality (vi).  

At the end of his Encyclical, the Pope proposed two prayers: the first, intended for all 
who believe in God, the second intended for Christians.  

During this summer season when we may have more free time at our disposal, I invite 
you to read the Pope’s Encyclical or at least to pray to the Lord with the help of the two 
prayers that the Pope has offered to us.  
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¨I propose that we offer two prayers.  The first we can share with all who believe in a 
God who is all-powerful Creator, while in the other we Christians ask for inspiration to 
take up the commitment to creation set before us by the Gospel of Jesus.¨ 

 

A prayer for our earth 

All-powerful God, you are present in the whole universe 
and in the smallest of your creatures. 

You embrace with your tenderness all that exists. 
Pour out upon us the power of your love, 

that we may protect life and beauty. 
Fill us with peace, that we may live 

as brothers and sisters, harming no one. 

 
O God of the poor, 

help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of this earth, 
so precious in your eyes. 

 
Bring healing to our lives, 

that we may protect the world and not prey on it, 
that we may sow beauty, not pollution and destruction. 

 
Touch the hearts 

of those who look only for gain 
at the expense of the poor and the earth. 

 
Teach us to discover the worth of each thing, 

to be filled with awe and contemplation, 
to recognize that we are profoundly united 

with every creature 
as we journey towards your infinite light. 

 
We thank you for being with us every day. 

Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle 
for justice, love and peace. 
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A Christian prayer in union with creation 
 

Father, we praise you with all your creatures. 
They came forth from your all-powerful hand; 

they are yours, filled with your presence and your tender love. 
Praise be to you! 

 
Son of God, Jesus, 

through you all things were made. 
You are formed in the womb of Mary our Mother, 

you became part of this earth,  
and you gazed upon this world with human eyes. 

Today you are alive in every creature 
in your risen glory. 
Praise be to you! 

 
Holy Spirit, by your light 

you guide this world towards the Father’s love 
and accompany creation as it groans in travail. 

 
You also dwell in our hearts 

and you inspire us to do what is good. 
Praise be to you! 

 
Triune Lord, wondrous community of infinite love, 

teach us to contemplate you 
in the beauty of the universe, 

for all things speak of you. 

 
Awaken our praise and thankfulness 
for every being that you have made. 

Give us the grace to feel profoundly joined 
to everything that is. 

 
God of love, show us our place in this world 

as channels of your love 
for all the creatures of this earth, 

for not one of them is forgotten in your sight. 

 
Enlighten those who possess power and money 
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that they may avoid the sin of indifference, 
that they may love the common good, advance the weak, 

and care for this world in which we live. 
The poor and the earth are crying out. 

 
O Lord, seize us with your power and light, 

help us to protect all life, 
to prepare for a better future, 

for the coming of your Kingdom 
of justice, peace, love and beauty. 

Praise be to you! 

 
AMEN! 

 
 
 

With my Blessing! 
 
 
 
 

  Serge Poitras 

Bishop of Timmins 

 
 

   
 


