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To Be a More Visible and Dynamic Catholic Church, a Place of Mercy 

 

After the summer season and vacation time, life regains its regular rhythm. For their part as well, 

the diocese and the parishes begin a new year, wanting to accompany the faithful on their faith 

journey.  

 

For several years, the Diocesan Pastoral Council has proposed to the Bishop a priority, a theme, to 

guide and unify pastoral activities for the months to come. In 2013-2014 we sought to put 

ourselves “On the Way with Jesus”, by taking our inspiration from his encounter with the disciples 

of Emmaus. Last year (2014-2015), with the theme “To Become a More Visible and Dynamic 

Catholic Church”, we looked at the Church that Jesus founded as his visible Body in the world. 

Every baptized person is called to take his or her faith seriously, to transform him or herself, as 

Mother Teresa suggested. We have become more aware of the work that the faithful have done in 

the name of their faith that has changed the world.  

 

In this context, last October, I began the pastoral visit of the Diocese. This was an excellent 

opportunity to appreciate how our Church is always visible and dynamic in our milieu. We 

discovered that many people are involved in the service of the faith … faith proclaimed, faith 

celebrated, faith lived. They take care of the youth, the poor, the sick, the elderly. For their part, 

young people from our Catholic schools are also involved. Here I think about the volunteer work 

that many of them do within the framework of their general formation or during their preparation 

for Confirmation; they are aware of the problems or difficulties people experience both here and 

elsewhere; they have learned to give of themselves, for example, the aid project in Jamaica 

undertaken by secondary students.  

 

This year (2015-2016), the Diocesan Pastoral Council wants to expand last year’s momentum. They 

want to do this by taking into account two significant events: the first is the Holy Year of Mercy 

promulgated by the Pope that will begin in December; the second is the celebration of the 
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centenary of our diocese that will begin January 7, 2016. The pastoral priority has therefore been 

formulated as follows: “To Be a More Visible and Dynamic Catholic Church, a Place of Mercy.”  

 

I wrote a Letter in this regard that I am happy to offer you to nourish your reflection and to 

deepen our Christian life. It is available on the diocesan website.  

 

However for the moment, I think that we can focus on the first two parts (p. 1-10, n. 1-20). In fact, 

to be a “place of mercy”, we must first of all know what mercy is. There is no better way to arrive 

at that understanding than to look at our God, rich in love and mercy, as he showed so 

magnificently to us by sending his own Son into the world. As disciples of Jesus, we are learning to 

live ‘through him, with him and in him’. In this context, the parable of the Good Shepherd can 

deeply inspire our lives.  

 

When we enter into the Holy Year at the beginning of Advent, we can draw inspiration from the 

third part of my Letter that touches on the works of mercy that we can do to help relieve the 

misery around us.  

 

Therefore I invite you to look through these few pages of reflection. One number a day can 

nourish our daily prayer!  

 

In the same vein, I also invite the faithful who can, to participate in the annual Life Chain on 

Sunday, October 4th at 2:00 p.m. in Timmins during which we will remember that when ‘Abortion 

kills children’,   ‘Jesus forgives and heals’. 

 

With my blessing. 

 

 
 

  Serge Poitras 
Bishop of Timmins 

 


