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During the month of November, we are invited to think about our deceased brothers and sisters. 

In my September Pastoral Letter, I recalled two works of mercy that directly concern them:  

 

Corporal mercy: Bury the dead.  

 

The human person is more than an animal. The human being must be surrounded 

with respect, even in death. Many people devote themselves to this area. Parish 

teams accompany the bereaved, visit funeral homes and offer appropriate liturgical 

celebrations that lead to Christian hope.  

 

Others work for a dignified burial, adequately maintaining the cemetery that remains 

a sacred place, a memorial to our dear ones who have passed on, a space open to God 

with the reminder of the Cross.   

 

 Spiritual mercy : Pray for the living and the dead. 

 

We pray for those who have died, that their purification come to an end and that they 

appear before God in eternal happiness. Many express their attachment to their 

deceased family members through mass offerings for their intention.   

1- Plenary Indulgence. 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches this: “An indulgence is a remission before 

God of the temporal punishment due to sins whose guilt has already been forgiven, which 

the faithful Christian who is duly disposed gains under certain prescribed conditions 

through the action of the Church which, as the minister of redemption, dispenses and 

applies with authority the treasury of the satisfactions of Christ and the saints. 

An indulgence is partial or plenary according as it removes either part or all of the 

temporal punishment due to sin. Indulgences may be applied to the living or the dead.” (N. 
1471). 



22/10/2015 P a g e  | 2 

 

From November 1-8, a plenary indulgence, applicable only to the dead, is granted to the 
faithful who visit a cemetery or church and pray for the dead.  

For a deceased person to benefit from the indulgence, the following conditions 
must be met by the faithful:  

a) Carry out a spiritual work : visit a cemetery or a church. 
b) Present yourself for sacramental confession: in order for you to be cleansed of 

any attachment to sin.  
c) Receive Holy Communion: to further unite yourself to the Lord. 
d) Pray for the intentions of the Holy Father: to express our Catholic faith. 

a. Recite the I believe in God.  
b. Recite the Our Father.  
c. Recite the Hail Mary.  

2- November 2nd is the solemn day of prayer for the faithful departed.   
a. Priests are permitted to celebrate three masses on that day: the first for one 

deceased person in particular, the second for all the faithful departed and the 
third for the Sovereign Pontiff.   

b. On Monday, November 2nd at 7:00 p.m. I will celebrate Mass at the Cathedral 
for the deceased Bishops, priests and deacons of the Diocese of Timmins. I 
invite those who can, to come and pray for these ministers of the Lord who 
dedicated their lives to the service of the Gospel and the Church.  

3- On November 11th, Remembrance Day, civil society highlights people who gave their 
lives for Canada. We are invited to pray for them and for peace in the world.  

From November 13-22, I will be in Rome, participating in an international meeting on Catholic 

education. This is a subject that is fundamental for the life of the Church: the transmission of the 

faith to our youth and the role of the Catholic school in this regard. 

With my blessing. 

 
 

  Serge Poitras 
Bishop of Timmins 

 


