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Opening of the Holy Year of Mercy 

On Saturday, April 11, 2015 our Holy Father Pope Francis announced the celebration of a Holy 
Year under the theme of mercy. For this purpose, he published the Bull Misericordiae Vultus that 
we have all been invited to read and to meditate upon. In this same line, I published my Pastoral 
Letter: To Be a More Visible and Dynamic Catholic Church, A Place of Mercy.  

On December 8th, the solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, the Pope will officially open the 
Holy Year at St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome. It would be good for every parish to celebrate this feast in 
spiritual communion with him.  

The Pope also asked that on the Third Sunday of Advent, a Holy Door be opened in the Cathedral 
of each diocese and if possible, in another significant church. In willing response to the wish of the 
Holy Father, we will have a Holy Door at Saint Anthony of Padua Cathedral in Timmins, as well as 
in the former Cathedral of Sainte Croix in Haileybury.  

The opening of the Holy Year and blessing of the Holy Door will take place:  
 

Saturday, December 12, 2015 at 2:00 p.m. at Saint Anthony of Padua Cathedral in Timmins 

 

Sunday, December 13, 2015 at 4:00 p.m. at Sainte-Croix Church in Haileybury. 
 

Priests, deacons, persons mandated in pastoral ministry, as well as people representing each 
neighbouring parish are invited to participate in this celebration that will take place in two stages:  

1- Meditation on the meaning of the Holy Year of Mercy and the blessing of the Holy 
Door: all people present will be invited to pass through this Door, to show their desire 
to personally receive the mercy of God and their commitment to themselves become 
instruments of the mercy of God in their daily lives.     

 
2- Celebration of the Third Sunday of Advent Vespers   

a. Vespers form part of the Liturgy of the Hours, this continuing prayer, outside of 
mass, that the Church addresses to God. Priests, deacons, men and women 
religious as well as some of the faithful who wish, celebrate this liturgy every 
day.  
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b. The Liturgy of the Hours mainly includes the psalms, those prayers of the Bible 
that Jesus himself, the Blessed Virgin and the Apostles recited and which the 
Church still uses. They form part of the Word of God and allow us to deepen our 
understanding of the mystery of God and of our relationship with him. Jesus 
said : “These are my words … that everything written about me in the law of 
Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” (Lk 24: 44) For his part, 
Saint Paul wrote: “With gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and 
spiritual songs to God.” (Col 3: 16) 

I will preside these two diocesan celebrations that will allow us to enter into the spirit of the Holy 
Year of Mercy instituted by the Pope.  

I look forward to greeting the faithful at these celebrations.  

With my kindest regards in Our Lord.  

 

 
 

  Serge Poitras 
Bishop of Timmins 

 


