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Holy Door and Sacrament of Reconciliation 

 

On December 12th and 13th, in response to the Holy Father’s invitation, we proceeded to the 
opening and blessing of the Holy Door at Saint Anthony of Padua Cathedral in Timmins and Sainte-
Croix Church in Haileybury. I presented the meaning of this in the December 3rd Infofax.   

In this line, I want to draw your attention to the words that Pope Francis pronounced at the 
December 16th General Audience. He focused on the meaning of the Holy Door that we are called 
to pass through as well as on the Sacrament of Reconciliation that he urges us to receive.  

1) Passing through the Holy Door 

I am thinking of all those who will pass through one of the Holy Doors, which in this Year are 

true Doors of Mercy. The Door indicates Jesus Himself who said: “I am the door; if any one 

enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture” (John 10:9). To pass 

through the Holy Door is the sign of our trust in the Lord Jesus, who did not come to judge, but 

to save (cf. John 12:47). Be careful that you do not come across someone who is a bit fast or 

too crafty who tells you that you must pay: no! Salvation cannot be paid for; salvation is not 

purchased. Jesus is the Door, and Jesus is free! He Himself spoke about those that make one go 

in as they shouldn’t, and He says simply that they are thieves and bandits. Again, be careful: 

salvation is free. To pass through the Holy Door is the sign of a true conversion of our heart. 

When we pass through that Door it is good to remember that we must also have the door of 

our heart wide open. I stand before the Holy Door and I ask: “Lord, help me to open wide the 

door of my heart!” The Holy Year will not be very effective if the door of our heart does not let 

Christ pass, who pushes us to go to others, to bring Him and his love. Therefore, as the Holy 

Door remains open, because it is the sign of the welcome that God Himself gives us, so our door 

also, that of our heart, must remain wide open not to exclude anyone, not even he or she who 

annoys me: no one. 
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2) Receiving the Sacrament of Reconciliation  
 

Confession is also an important sign of the Jubilee. To approach the sacrament with which we 

are reconciled with God is equivalent to having a direct experience of His mercy. It is to meet 

the Father who forgives: God forgives everything. God understands us also in our limitations, 

He also understands us in our contradictions. Not only this, with His love He says to us that 

precisely when we acknowledge our sins He is still closer and spurs us to look ahead. He says 

more: that when we acknowledge our sins and ask for forgiveness, there is a celebration in 

Heaven. Jesus celebrates: this is His mercy: let us not be discouraged. Forward, forward with 

this!  

 

How many times I’ve heard it said to me: “Father, I am unable to forgive my neighbour, my 

work companion, the lady next door, my mother-in-law, my sister-in-law.” We have all felt this 

“I am unable to forgive.” But how can we ask God to forgive us, if we are unable to forgive? 

And to forgive is something great, yet it’s not easy to forgive, because our heart is poor and it 

cannot do so on its own. However, if we open ourselves to receive God’s mercy for us, we in 

turn become capable of forgiving. I’ve heard it said so many times: “I couldn’t stand that 

person: I hated her. But one day I approached the Lord and asked him to forgive my sins, and I 

also forgave that person.” These are everyday things. And we have this possibility close to us. 

The Holy Father is inviting us to deepen our experience of the Lord, by opening our hearts always 
more to his love that forgives us and transforms us to his image.  

 
With my kindest regards in Our Lord.  
 

 
 

  Serge Poitras 
Bishop of Timmins 

 


