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Tribute to Couples and Families of the Diocese 

In this year of the centenary of our diocese, we are becoming more aware of the work of our 
predecessors who, in a particular way since 1916, have built the society and the Church of our 
region.  

The family, that constitutes the basis of society and of the Church, deserves very particular 
attention. We were all born into a family that accompanies us from our birth until our departure 
from this world. This is where we learn the most fundamental realities of life: our personal 
identity, communication with others, gift, forgiveness, joy, courage in the face of difficulties, 
mutual support, openness to God... 

In this context, it is important to underline the permanent and indispensable contribution of our 
families. Thus it would be meaningful in this jubilee year to highlight the wedding anniversaries of 
couples celebrating 25, 40, 50 or 60 years of marriage. 

Parishes could honour them in a special way, for example:  

 By displaying their photographs, 

By inviting them to a specific celebration, 

By sending them the Bishop’s blessing accompanied by a certificate requested on 
their behalf from their parish priest.  

Together as a family, people might look at the family history: 

 Recall events that marked the history of the family,  

Highlight the arrival of the children and grandchildren, the contribution and 
richness of each one,  

Together, look at photos or videos of the family,  
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Organize a meal or a family party, during which there would not simply be good 
food but most importantly, discussion about the most profound values we acquired 
through the experience of life: attention to the other, the gift of self, faith in God, 
love of work, generosity … 

Allow time for prayer as a family to thank the Lord for the graces received over the 
course of these years.  

These activities can be realized at the convenience of those interested, whether on the weekend 
of February 14th, on Monday, February 15th when Ontario celebrates Family Day or during the 
National Week of the Family May 9-15, 2016.  

Even if they are not celebrating 25, 40, 50 or 60 years of marriage, all couples are invited to take 
advantage of the Centenary Year to look at their history, according to the proposals that I made 
for families. What is important is that each family be aware of its reality, its richness, its mission 
and give thanks to the Lord in order to draw renewed energy from him. It’s fortunate that the 
centenary of our diocese is taking place at the same time as the Holy Year of Mercy, in fact, we 
learn about mercy in the family, this ability to be attentive to the other and to maintain love 
beyond some boundaries and mistakes.  

I ask the Lord to bless the families of the diocese, so that the celebration of the Centenary and the 
Holy Year allows each one of them to live more in respect, in unity and in love. 
 
With my kindest regards in Our Lord.  
 

 
 
 

  Serge Poitras 
Bishop of Timmins 

 


