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Feast of The Chair of Saint Peter and the Appointment of a Chaplain of His Holiness 

On February 22nd the Church celebrates the feast of the Chair of Saint Peter which highlights the 
mission that the Lord entrusted to this apostle for being the rock on which he would build his 
Church (Mt 16: 18) In union with Jesus himself who said at the Last Supper: “I have prayed for you 
that your own faith may not fail”, (Lk 22: 32), we are invited to pray for Pope Francis, the 
Successor of Saint Peter.   

1- When I met the Pope on November 18th, he asked me to pray for him. Can we not do this 
all together?  Here are a few avenues: 

a. Re-read the Gospel passage that recalls the mission of Saint Peter. (Mt 16: 13-19).  

Jesus asked them: “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, 

“Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of 

the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”  Simon Peter 

answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”  

And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and 

blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven.  

And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the 

gates of Hades will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom 

of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 

whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”  

b. Recite the ‘I Believe in God’ by meditating particularly on the words, one, holy 
catholic and apostolic that express faith in the Church. Recite the ‘Our Father’, 
which recalls that we are members of the family of God in Jesus.  Recite the ‘Hail 
Mary’, in honour of the Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church. Unite us to the prayer 
intentions proposed by the Pope for the month of February.  

 

c. If possible, attend mass. In fact, at every Eucharistic celebration, we pray 
specifically for the Pope.   

 

d. Participate in the celebration of the solemn Vespers of the Chair of Saint Peter on 
Monday, February 22 at 7:00 pm at the Cathedral.  
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2- There will also be a special event on the occasion of these solemn Vespers. Reverend 
Father Patrick Lafleur, Pastor of the Cathedral and Vicar-General, will be named a Chaplain 
to His Holiness. He will become a member of the Pontifical Family and will carry the 
honorary title of ‘Monsignor’.  

 

As we know, the Pope is assisted in his mission as Pastor of the Universal Church by 

the Bishops, priests and the lay faithful. Some among them work more closely with 

him and form what is known as the ‘Pontifical Family’. Priests who exercise ministry 

in their own diocese may also share in it, in an honorary capacity. They are thereby 

invited, in a more particular way, to express their attachment to the person of the 

Holy Father and their communion with him.  

Originally from the diocese and ordained a priest in 1987, Father Patrick Lafleur has 
exercised his priestly ministry in many parishes, among young people in our schools 
and among police officers. For more than 12 years he has been Pastor of the 
Cathedral Parish. My predecessor had named him Vicar-General. Upon the death of 
His Excellency Bishop Paul Marchand, Father Pat was elected Diocesan 
Administrator by his peers. For my part, I appointed him Vicar-General of the 
diocese, which has made him my closest collaborator.  

Thus, in line with the responsibilities that he has accepted in service to our diocese, I have asked 
the Holy Father that he receive the title of Chaplain to His Holiness, as a sign of unity with his 
Bishop and with the Pope.  

We will gather on February 22nd to pray for the intentions of Our Holy Father Pope Francis, 
successor of Saint Peter and visible head of the Catholic Church and for this pontifical 
appointment. 
 
With my kindest regards in Our Lord.  
 

 
 
 

  Serge Poitras 
Bishop of Timmins 

 


