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Law on euthanasia and medical assistance in dying 

 

During his pontificate, Saint John Paul II described the ‘culture of death’ that was spreading in the world. 

Unfortunately, our country has not escaped this invasive threat: under the misleading name of “medical 

assistance in dying”, the federal government is preparing legislation that will introduce fundamental 

changes to our laws.  

 

It is greatly feared that the ‘right’ to die is gradually becoming the ‘duty’ to die: vulnerable people will end 

up perceiving themselves as a burden and the staff of healthcare centres will be obliged to guarantee this 

so-called care. Medical staff and denominational institutions will see their freedom of conscience limited, 

yet guaranteed, by the Canadian Charter.  

 

In this context, at the end of his mandate as President of the Assembly of Catholic Bishops of Ontario, His 

Eminence Cardinal Thomas Collins, Archbishop of Toronto, has published a declaration, a copy of which I 

am passing on to you in its original English version. With regard to his proposal, I invite the faithful of the 

diocese to write to members of parliament to express the following concerns: their personal disagreement 

with euthanasia, their concern for the protection of vulnerable people as well as freedom of conscience for 

doctors and Catholic healthcare centres.  

 

People can visit the site CanadiansforConscience.ca and the Coalition for HealthCARE and Conscience.  

This coalition, that includes many partners, of which there are more than 5000 doctors, was formed to 

educate and engage people who share these concerns. We can use this Internet site to write directly to our 

Member of Parliament and ask him to protect vulnerable people and to ensure that individuals and 

institutions are able to dispense healthcare without compromising their moral convictions.  

With my blessing. 
 
 

  Serge Poitras 
Bishop of Timmins 

 


