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1- Results of the Campaign for the Philippines 
 

Last November, the Philippines were hit by Typhoon Haiyan. As of February 4th the joint 

campaign of the Canadian Catholic Organization for Development and Peace and the 

Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops has collected $11,331,833. The Catholic faithful 

of our country have once again demonstrated their generosity toward people in distress.  

 

2- Liturgical Bible in French 
 

Since November 2011, English-speaking faithful have enjoyed a new edition of the Roman Missal. 

Francophones are still waiting for the same edition in their own language. The work of translation 

takes time because the French-speaking Bishops of the world wanted an official liturgical 

translation, not only from the biblical passages proclaimed in the liturgy but from the Bible as a            

whole. This substantial endeavour has taken 15 years, with a team of approximately 70 experts 

who have translated the biblical texts into contemporary French able to be proclaimed at 

liturgical celebrations. This version is entitled Bible, traduction officielle liturgique. This version is 

available from the Conference of Catholic Bishops Publications. The priests have already received 

a copy. The work of translating the prayers for mass is ahead of schedule and should be 

concluded by 2015.   

 

3- National Week for Life and the Family 
 

The Permanent Council of the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops is promoting again this 
year the National Week for Life and the Family that will be celebrated from May 12th to 18th 
under the theme: ‘Parents à l’œuvre dans la joie de Jésus-Christ’; ‘Families United in the Joy of the 
Lord’. Resources in English are available on the web site of the Diocese of Hamilton and in French 
on the Archdiocese of Gatineau web site. I invite you to highlight this Week because life and the 
family are faced with numerous challenges. Our Holy Father Pope Francis is very concerned and 
has convened a Synod on this subject that will meet in October.  
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4- Restorative Justice 
 

His Excellency Gary Gordon of Whitehorse and Liaison to Correctional Ministry for the Canadian 
Conference of Catholic Bishops is inviting people interested in pastoral ministry among 
incarcerated individuals and in social re-insertion and restorative justice activities to join the 
Canada-wide Catholic Connections in Restorative Justice Network. (www.ccinrj.ca). Our 
incarcerated brothers and sisters, as well as those who work for their human and spiritual 
growth, need our prayers and support.  
 

5- Parish-school-family meeting 

 
There will be a faith-sharing meeting for representatives of parish and school milieus, for youth 
and parents on February 25th in the northern region of the Diocese and on February 27th in the 
southern region. The different facilitators who accompany young people on their faith journey 
always feel necessary and complementary. The same process is also planned for the English-
speaking sector.  
 

6- Lent 
 

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on March 5th. This is a special time for us to deepen our 

Christian life.                                                                                                                                  

 

Among the resources available to help us with this, I draw your attention to the Message that His 

Holiness Pope Francis has written for this occasion. It can be found on the Vatican web site as 

well as in the parishes.  

 

For my part, I offer you a Pastoral Letter on Prayer, a fundamental activity for every Christian to 

practice with even more intensity at this high point in the liturgical year.  

 

The Catholic Organization for Development and Peace is organizing its annual Share Lent 

campaign with its own collection on the Fifth Sunday of Lent, April 6, 2014. In line with the 

Bishops of Canada, Development and Peace plans and develops programs of support and 

solidarity for situations of poverty and injustice in the world.  

 

 Have a good journey to Easter! 

 

 Serge Poitras 

Bishop of Timmins  

  

http://www.ccinrj.ca/

