
Holy Mother of God and of the Church, 
our Lady of Guadalupe, you were 

chosen by the Father for the son through 
the Holy Spirit. We beg you to protect all 
mothers and pre-born children within their 
wombs. We plead with you for your help to 
end the holocaust of abortion. Melts hearts 
to that love may be revealed!

Priests For Life Canada
Working to support, inform, and empower 

Catholic clergy to build a culture of life

As I said in our last issue, we need to look in a 
particular way at how the Catholic Church in 
Canada (not that of the United States) has dealt 
and needs to deal with prolife issues. With each 
of these critiques, I would also like to propose 
solutions. 

1) There is No Catholic Vote.  The Catholic Church 
in Canada is far too fragmented among linguistic, 
cultural, and political lines to be considered a 
consistent  vote.  Because there is  no Catholic 
voting bloc it means that 
bishops have little chance 
of being seen to control a 
significant number of votes at 
any level of elections.  Thus, 
politicians don’t listen to them.  
The solution - consistent 
political education as to the rights and duties of 
Catholics in a pluralistic society as envisioned by 
every pope in social justice teachings since 1891.

2) Baptism Certificates Do Not Equal Belief.  
It is so politically incorrect to say it but very 
large numbers of our Catholic people do not 
hold Catholic or Christian beliefs.  Though 
sacramentally they are deemed Catholic, for all 
practical purposes they are, as Karl Rahner said, 
“practical atheists”.  Such people may wave a 

Catholic flag when it is convenient, but in any 
serious way they are of little use to achieve the 
public aims and goals of the Church and, indeed, 
work counter to it.  I am sure you can fill in plenty 
of examples here.  The solution is to be far more 
direct when speaking about practicing and 
believing Catholics when crunching numbers for 
political discussions.  Catholics may be sorted as 
to their beliefs fairly dependably (sociologically 
speaking) on weekly, monthly or never Mass 
attendance.  These numbers are what is used for 

serious political discussion.

3) You Can’t Be Held 
Responsible for Things You 
Don’t Know. I have spoken 
in Catholic schools for almost 
50 years now and increasingly 

Catholic school administration does not promote 
prolife activism or education.  There are outstanding 
exceptions to this in some boards and schools but 
the Gospel of Life is not generally inculcated at 
all levels regardless of what education programs 
might lay out.  Catholic school graduates do not 
know the teaching of the Church and, therefore, 
can hardly be expected to follow them.  The 
solution is to recognize the catechetical crisis and 
to understand that the proclamation of the Gospel 
of Life is a practical one and needs to be written into 
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catechetical programs and enforced in its teaching.

4) Church Moral Teaching is a Package Deal – 
Not a Buffet.  Everyone reading this knows the 
pick-and-choose method of most Catholics when 
it comes to moral teachings.  But when looking at 
the social justice teachings of the Church which 
includes pro-life issues, it has been consistently 
insisted upon that Catholic social principles 
including the respect for human life cannot be 
just ignored, randomly selected or occasionally 
followed.  The solution is to retake the catechetical 
heights and launch (as they did in Poland 
generations ago) a great National Catechesis so 
that our people can be taught – or retaught – and 
reaffirmed in the teaching of the Church.  I know 
this sounds like a huge project, but the problem 
is huge too.

5) If You Don’t Know What You Want, You 
Aren’t Going to Get It.  The Church lives in a 
political world and we need the lobbyists and the 
political policies to work in it.  Too many people 
think politics is a grubby business and avoid it 
or hope that things work for the best.  Hope is a 
virtue, not a plan.  Politics is a necessary part of 
the human condition. The solution is to be clear 
about our political goals and clarify what we want 
and need in prolife issues.  Then we must put the 
Church’s resources of people, money and time 
into the short and long-term work of achieving 
these prolife political goals.  This will not be done 
by an occasional letter from a conference, a trifold 
pamphlet, or hastily written policy documents lost 
on a paper laden desk.  Priorities need to be set 
and actions taken in a consistent fashion.  Victory 
is an achievable reality, but it must be worked, 
sacrificed and prayed for.

In a future article I would like to lay out what I 
think are the particular opportunities and goals to 
achieve it.

Fr. Tom Lynch (PFLC National President)

“We are called to leave behind the visible 
world we take for granted, our usual, 
commonplace ways of thinking, and to 
entrust ourselves entirely to the Lord who 
tells us: ‘I am the resurrection and the life.’”  

- Pope Francis

In Memory of 
Erman Mazzarolo

Priests For Life Canada was pleased to support 
and participate in Life Chain on Sunday, October 
2, 2022! A great opportunity to witness to the 
sanctity of human life from the moment of 
conception to natural death.

Life Chain 2022

Priests For Life Canada gratefully acknowledges 
the support received over many years from 
the late Erman Mazzarolo - an entrepreneur, 
devoted father, and strong pro-life supporter. 
We gratefully acknowledge two substantial 
donations. His memory was honoured with a 
$5,000.00 donation from the Knights of Columbus 
Council #10236 which helped us in hiring our 
summer seminarian intern. A second donation of 
$1,853.00 was donated by his family.  We would 
like to thank Ingrid Mazzarolo and her family for 
her continued support of Priests for Life Canada.



Canadian 40 Days for Life Fall Vigils 
Ottawa, Ontario

The Ottawa 40 Days for Life campaign began 
in the Fall of 2008 and has continued every 
Fall, to this day. This year it runs from Sept. 28 
to Nov. 6, 2022. 

Over the years, pro-life volunteers have been 
faithful to lift the plight of the unborn to the 
Lord, with prayer and fasting. We focus our 
attention for 40 days to pray for an end to 
abortion – to pray for the Culture of Life; to 
overcome the Culture of Death prevalent in 
our society.  

As with many new movements, enthusiasm 
was very high at the beginning of the 40 
Days for Life campaign, with 1,000 people 
participating in the first year. Initially Ottawa 
participated in the Fall campaign, as well as 
the Winter/Spring campaign with an outdoor 
24-hour prayer vigil directly across the street 
from Ottawa’s main abortion facility, located at 
65 Bank Street. 

Some changes have taken place over the 
years. We’ve gone from a 24-hour outdoor 
prayer vigil to a 12-hour prayer vigil. Political 
pressures brought about a law (Access to 
Abortion Services Act) that now requires us to 
stand 50 metres from the abortion facility, so 
we can no longer pass out helpful information 
to those entering the facility. 

We’ve been flexible and adjusted to the 
changes, moving to the southwest corner of 
Queen St. at Bank St. in downtown Ottawa. 
Covid-19 brought more restrictions on the 
number of people participating and anxiety 
over the virus caused some hesitancy.  So, 
we began to include prayer in churches 
(Eucharistic Adoration) and at home, while still 
holding the downtown on-street prayer vigil. 
Through it all God’s people have been faithful. 
We have stood strong and prayed, fasted and 
sacrificed for God’s precious little ones. We 
still have hundreds of people uniting to storm 
heaven; uniting in our efforts for the end to 
abortion. 

Every year is different, and this year is no 
exception. Downtown Ottawa has changed in 
its dynamic, with many people now working 

from home due to covid, and the upheaval 
of the streets due to construction of Ottawa’s 
new transit system. Through all of this, pro-
lifers have responded faithfully during the 40 
Days for Life campaign but sadly, this has not 
deterred our abortion providers as they still 
continue to schedule and perform abortions.  

We press forward, with our signs that read, 
“Pray to end abortion” and our prayers. 
Faith encourages us to continue the good 
fight, publicly witnessing our commitment to 
the truth. We are all created by God, with a 
purpose and for a purpose. We believe that 
the battle is God’s and we are just His warriors. 

We can’t comprehend the value of a human 
life. Because He loves us, God sent His son 
Jesus to help us on our earthly journey and 
eventually Jesus died a cruel death. When we 
contemplate the Love of God and the value 
that He puts upon His gift of Life, we begin to 
see that each life is a unique and an incredible 
creation and man has no right to interfere with 
the majesty of God. Abortion is a crime which 
greives the heart of God. 

Wanda Hartlin, Co-Ordinator, 40 Days for Life, 
Ottawa, Ontario

Ottawa, 40 Days for Life Vigil at the southwest 
corner of Queen St. at Bank St. in downtown 
Ottawa. 
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Canadian 40 Days for Life Fall Vigils 
London, Ontario

I have been participating in 40 Days for Life for 6 years, ever since my husband invited me, and I have 
always benefited from the prayer that is inspired by this event and upon which it is founded.

Once again, this year my husband and I will lead this powerful prayer campaign in London, Ontario. We 
decided to kick off the event with a special evening Candlelight vigil.

It was a rainy but not-too-cold evening when about roughly 25 of us gathered together, joyful yet somber 
in the face of the reality of abortion, happening in the clinic not far from where we were standing.

My good friend and seminarian Jeremy was there with a handful of his fellow seminarians.  He also 
brought along his deacon friend, who blessed us all before we began our prayer vigil.

Some people may call those who attend 40 days protesters, but we are more than that: we are prayer 
warriors, and prayer is powerful - even more so when it is done in a spirit of supplication. After all, it 
requires a certain sacrifice to show up at a busy corner and do the unpopular thing: pray. And often in 
rain, sleet or snow, at least in Canada.

Here in London, we are not standing directly in front of the abortion clinic, and we haven’t always been 
able to fill every single hour of the 40 days. However, after working with parishes this year to raise the 
40 Days awareness, I still find some are hearing about it for the fist time and now feel called to join the 
campaign and our organization. This ministry increases the involvement and community development 
for London Right to Life; and it sparks passion in others to do something for life. 

We might not be doing as much sidewalk counselling as some 40 days participants in other areas, but by 
organizing this event - and there are not many events that have restarted since the pandemic - the word 
is still trickling out that abortion is wrong, and we need to pray. Every year there are fruits that come out 
of the prayer involved in this event, especially when it is done with an upright intention, and complete 
trust in God.

Anna Marchand, Co-Ordinator, 40 Days for Life, London, Ontario

London, Ontario, 40 Days for Life 
Vigil, at Victoria Hospital, on the 
Corner of Wellington and Commis-
sioners Road.

During the 2022, Fall Vigil, there 
were 20 locations across Canada 
including: Edmonton and Calgary, 
AB; Victoria, BC; Hamilton, Kitchen-
er, London, Mississauga, North Bay, 
Oakville, Ottawa, Peterborough, 
Sarnia, Toronto, Welland, and Wind-
sor, ON; Sherbrooke, QC; Winni-
peg, MB; Saskatoon, SK; Halifax, NS 
and St. John’s, NL. 


