
Ontario 

Public health and workplace safety measures in effect 
as of February 17 

The following public health and workplace safety measures will come into effect at 

12:01 a.m. on February 17. 

• .indoor social gatherings for up to 50 people and outdoor social gatherings up to 

100 people 

• indoor organized public events for up to 50 people, with no limit outdoors 

• no capacity limits in the following indoor public settings where proof of 

vaccination is required, including: 

o restaurants, bars and other food or drink establishments without dance 

facilities 

o non-spectator areas of sports and recreational fitness facilities, including 

gyms 

o cinemas 

o meeting and event spaces, including conference or convention centres 

o casinos, bingo halls and other gaming establishments 

o horse racing tracks, car racing tracks and other similar venues 

o commercial film and television productions where there is a studio 

audience 

o indoor areas of other settings that choose to “opt-in” to proof of 

vaccination requirements 

• retail limited to the number of people who can maintain two metres physical 

distance 

• personal care services limited to the number of people who can maintain two 

metres physical distance, with no limits if proof of vaccination requirements are in 

place 

o personal care services that require the removal of face coverings (such 

facials, saunas, steam rooms, etc.) are permitted, but anyone providing 

these services must wear personal protective equipment 

• 50 per cent capacity in spectator areas of facilities used for sports and 

recreational fitness activities, concert venues and theatres 

• 25 per cent indoor capacity in the following settings where proof of vaccination is 

required: 

o food or drink establishments with dance facilities, such as nightclubs, and 

wedding receptions in meeting or event spaces where there is dancing 

and food or drink is served 



o bathhouses and sex clubs 

o  

• indoor religious services, rites and ceremonies, including weddings and funerals, 

capped at the number of people that can maintain two metres of physical 

distance, with no limit if proof of vaccination is required 

• no limit on attendees at outdoor religious services, rites or ceremonies, including 

weddings and funerals 

I draw your attention to the last two bullets in this section going into effect this Thursday.  This would 
suggest no change for our indoor masses and religious ceremonies.  Furthermore, you will notice in the 
third bullet that there is no capacity limit for meetings held in your parish halls, provided that you are 
requiring proof of vaccination in order to attend those meetings. 
 
************************************************************************************* 
 
This is the government announcement with regards to the lifting of all restrictions on March 1st, should 
conditions continue to improve in Ontario: 
 

Public health and workplace safety measures in effect 
as of March 1 

If public health and health care indicators continue to improve, the following public 

health and workplace safety measures will come into effect on March 1, 2022. 

• capacity limits lifted in all indoor public settings 

• proof of vaccination requirements lifted, with businesses being allowed to 

implement them voluntarily 

• other protective measures, such as mask/face covering requirements and 

active/passive screening of patrons, will be in place 

• public health units can deploy local and regional responses based on local health 

indicators 

This indicates that effective March 1st, our churches would be able to return to 100 percent capacity, but 
that mask / face coverings would continue. 
 


