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Collection for National Indigenous Reconciliation Fund 
 
The discovery of unmarked graves near various former residential schools attended by youth from 
Indigenous communities highlighted the suffering and devastating effects of this imposed system. There 
were various reactions, such as the burning of churches or declarations of apostasy; Indigenous Catholics 
may also have felt torn in their dual identity as Indigenous and Catholic. 
 

1- For some time now, the religious communities directly involved in the management of these 
residential schools have apologized for the wrongdoings by some of their members and have 
initiated steps towards healing and reconciliation for the survivors. For their part, the Catholic 
Bishops of Canada have also formally apologized and are engaged in the same process of truth 
and reconciliation. To this end, last September it was announced that a $30 million fund that 
would be established, over a five-year period, with the following objectives: 

- Healing and reconciliation of communities and families; 
- Revitalization of Aboriginal culture and language 
- Education and community development; 
- Strengthening dialogue to promote Aboriginal spirituality and culture. 
 

2- On January 28th , these objectives and the composition of the fund's board of directors were 
announced. The CCCB website provides valuable information on this subject:  

 
https://www.cccb.ca/indigenous-peoples/indian-residential-schools-and-trc/. 
 
https://www.cccb.ca/media-release/canadas-bishops-announce-indigenous-reconciliation-
fund-to-support-projects-across-canada/ 

 
3- As we know, the Canadian Indigenous community includes First Nations, Metis and Inuit. In 
our diocese, in addition to the people of these communities who live in Timmins or elsewhere, 
there are the reserves of Beaver House (Larder Lake), Matachewan and Wahgoshig, entrusted 
respectively to the celestial patronage of St. Kateri Tekakwitha, Our Lady of Guadeloupe and St. 
Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin; they are entrusted to the pastoral care of the parish priests of the 
neighbouring parishes. In addition to the celebrations on the liturgical calendar (April 17, 
December 9 and 12), a votive mass in honour of Saint Kateri is offered on July 14. National 
Aboriginal Day is celebrated on June 21 and the National Day of Truth and Reconciliation on 
September 30. 
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4- Each diocese is invited to contribute to the $30 million fund established by the Catholic Bishops 
of Canada. The Archdiocese of Toronto has pledged $6 million. Our diocese must also do its part. 
In response to my request, several priests have already generously assured their participation; 
the other faithful are also invited to get involved.  

  
5- How to make a donation?  
There will be a collection in the parishes on the Sunday near June 21th, National Indigenous 
Peoples Day. 
One can also, at any time, make a personal donation, specifying that it is for the National 
Aboriginal Reconciliation Fund. 
If one wishes to receive a tax receipt, one can make his or her donation to the parish or to the 
diocese, indicating that it is for the National Aboriginal Reconciliation Fund.  

 Finally, one can make an interac transfer to the following address: econome@dioctims.ca 
 
6- How to live this gift with a true Christian spirit? 
 
The Lord himself reminded us that there will always be poor people among us (Jn 12:8), and situations 
that we must take care of. Thus, our indigenous brothers and sisters have special needs that we can help 
alleviate. We do not do this like the unjust judge in the Gospel who gives to get rid of the plaintiff and 
have peace (Lk 18:4); we do not give to draw attention to ourselves (Mt 6:2-4). Rather, we are inspired 
by the Good Samaritan (Lk 10:29-37): he is not responsible for the wounds of the person lying on the 
road, but he refuses to remain selfishly closed by indifference: he stops, looks at the wounded person, 
heals him, gives of his time and of his money. We are invited to give joyfully (II Corinthians 9:7), imitating 
St. Andrew (John 6:9): in front of the crowd to be fed, he has only five loaves and two fish: by giving 
them to Jesus, the miracle of the multiplication of the loaves takes place. We too contribute our part in 
the national collection project; we remain remaining united to the Lord so that this process bears 
abundant fruit. 
  

May Our Lady of Lourdes present our efforts for healing and reconciliation to her Son! 
 

 
 

 Serge Poitras 
Bishop of Timmins 

 
February 11th, 2022 
Feast of our Lady of Lourdes  
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